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LIVING OUR FAITH
FROM THE DESK OF FR. THOMAS PASTORIUS
1. Faith and Family Programs:
Our Faith and Family programming for March 7th which is a 1st TUESDAY of the month: 6:30 Blue Knights, Little Flowers,
Young Disciples. 7 PM – Pillars of Faith.
2. Weekly Shout Out:
This week’s shout out goes to John Ellison and his crew of volunteers that spent all the time changing out all the light
bulbs in Church so we can enjoy the brightness and efficiency of the new LED lighting. Please take the time to nominate
someone for our weekly shout out by emailing Fr. Pastorius at fathertompastorius@gmail.com or by calling the rectory
and letting us know who you would like to give a shout out to and why.
3. Stations of the Cross.
Over the last few weeks, we have had someone talk to us about the devotion of the Stations of the Cross. I would like to
encourage everyone to add this devotion to your Lenten practices.
4. Fish Fries
It is, once again, time for our wonderful fish fries and my bad fish jokes. “A fish and a crab were playing with a ball.
Then the crab wouldn't toss the ball back to the fish. The fish cried, "You're shellfish!". Our Fish Fries are on Fridays of
Lent (minus March 17th and Good Friday) from 4:30 PM to 7:30PM.
5. Special Lenten Holy Hour
I am also excited to announce that we will be having a special Holy Hour each Sunday of Lent from 6-7:00 pm . These
Holy Hours will carry with them a special reflection on the Seven Last Words of Christ. Please see the schedule below.
God bless,
Fr. Tom
Date

Sun. March 19th

Words of Christ
Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do. –
Luke 23:34
Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise. –
Luke 23:43
Woman, behold your son, Son behold your mother. - John
19:26-27

Sun. March 26th

My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? – Matthew 27:46

Sun. April 2nd

I thirst -John 19:28

Sun. March 5th
Sun. March 12th

Fr. Michael Rennier
Fr. Bill Kempf
Msgr. Gregory Mikesch
Fr. Ralph Houlihan S. J.
Fr. Tom Miller

It is finished. - John 19:30
Sun. April 9th

Meditation

Msgr. John Borcic

Father into your hands I commit my spirit -Luke 23:46

PRO LIFE MATTERS
Federal Issue We have an opportunity to encourage the Senate to restore the states’ ability to stop some of the federal
funding to Planned Parenthood. On February 16, the U.S. House of Representatives passed H.J. Res. 43 to nullify a ruling
by former President Obama which prevented states from excluding providers such as Planned Parenthood from receiving
federal funds through Title X. Our attention now turns to the Senate. Please contact your senators today and urge them
to vote in favor of S.J. Res. 13.
S.J. Res. 13 will allow for federal funds to be redirected to health facilities that provide comprehensive women’s
health care. Contact your senators and urge them to restore the states’ ability to stop one stream of our taxpayer dollars
flowing to the nation’s largest abortion provider through the Department of Health and Human Services, (HHS) and Title X
funds. You can get more information at www.humanlifeaction.org.
State Issue House Bill HB 174: This State Bill could pre-empt the city's “Abortion Sanctuary” bill BB203. It would
acknowledge the rights of alternatives-to-abortion agencies, such as pregnancy resource centers and maaternity homes,
to freely assemble and engage in religious practices or speech without government interference.
TAKE ACTION: Contact Missouri House Children and Families Committee: www.stlouisreview.com/bd1. Contact your
state representative in favor of HB174: www.house.mo.gov. See the MCC Action Alert on HB174 at
www.stlouisreview.com/bd5. Support Alternatives to Abortion: www.stlrespectlife.org
Please Pray that HB174 will be approved.
Missouri Right To Life Show Me Life, Pro Life Action Day in Jefferson City – Tuesday, March 14th. Support legislation to
save the lives of unborn children.
Join pro-lifers from across Missouri in Jefferson City at the State Capitol. Registration
begins at 10:00 am in the 1 st floor rotunda with the noon rally featuring Melissa Ohden, abortion survivor. For more information on transportation, call the Missouri Right to Life Eastern Region office at 314-434-4900 OR call Respect Life Apostolate Office 314-792-7555 or www.STLRespectLife.org. Wear RED for Life! Www.missouri.org
Project Joseph is a spiritual support for post-abortive men, Meetings are held on the 1st Monday of the month at 7 PM.
For more information contact Chuck during office hours at 314-974-6787 or craymjr@sbcglobal.net
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LIVING OUR FAITH
Spiritual Ponderings

7 Last Words of Christ

St. Maximilian once described “the Cross is the school of love.” St. Francis De Sales called “the cross the academy of
love.” Seizing on the wisdom expressed in the quotes from St. Maximilian Kolbe and St. Francis DeSales, I think it is important that each Catholic take time to explore the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ death in many different ways. One ancient
way the Church has helped its members do this is through a devotion that focuses the Christian on the last Seven Words
of Christ. I invite you therefore to reflect with me on these last seven words.
1. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.” Luke 23:34
Growing up, I use to think that turning the other cheek was a sort of wimpy and passive action. Now, I see that turning
the other cheek has nothing to do with being wimpy and passive. When we turn the other cheek, we are telling others
that they can do their worse to us and we will still remain the same loving person that we have always been. If we are
honest with ourselves, we realize that we spend a lot of time reacting to others instead of being who we want to be. For
example, I want to be a loving person, but when someone cuts me off while I am driving, there are times that I stop being a loving person and I become an anger filled person. Jesus loves us no matter what we do to Him. We can spit on
Him, whip Him, strip Him naked, nail Him to a cross, and He will still love us and pleads our cause to our Father in heaven: “Father forgive them.”
Archbishop Fulton Sheen in his book: The Cross and the Beatitudes: Lessons on Love and Forgiveness connects these last
words of Jesus on the Cross to our Lord’s beatitude about meekness. “How different this is form the beatitude of the
world! The world blesses not the meek, but the vindictive; it praises not the one who turns the other cheek, but the one
who renders evil for evil; it exalts not the humble, but the aggressive. Social and political forces have carried that spirit
of violence, struggle for power, and the clenched fist to an extreme the like of which the world before has never seen…
To correct such a warlike attitude of the clenched fist, Our Lord both preached and practiced meekness.”
2. Jesus replied to him, “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:43).
It is interesting that Jesus’ declaration of universal forgiveness is followed by a specific act of forgiveness. Jesus had professed that He was willing to forgive everyone and now he had a specific opportunity to demonstrate it. I have come to
believe that it is always easier to say that I want to be a forgiving person and that it much more difficult to actually be a
forgiving person.
Often the people we that are in need of our forgiveness are closer than we can imagine. It is often our siblings, parents,
children, etc. We declare our desire to forgive others at Mass especially at the Our Father and the Sign of Peace but do
we really make an effort when we go home to do so?
Jesus offers paradise to the repent thief despite the fact that the thief had nothing. He, like Jesus, was probably
stripped of every worldly possession. God’s mercy is always free. He loves us so much. All that He asks of us is that we
ask Him for it so because He respects our freewill. The other thief did not receive the gift of paradise because he never
asks for it. He is so caught up in blaming others for his problems that he misses out on the opportunity to change the direction of his life around.
Another insight one can gleam from this short encounter between the Good Thief and Christ is that paradise is found when
both of them focus on the other. The good thief defends Christ and tries to feel what Christ must be feeling, as an innocent man being put to death in such a horrible way. Jesus, despite all His suffering is not turned inward on himself but is
instead focused on helping the repent thief reach heaven. The non-repent thief chooses only to think about himself.
Let us finish this week’s reflection with a quote from St. Leo the Great: “No one, however weak, is denied a share in the
victory of the cross. No one is beyond the help of the prayer of Christ. His prayer brought benefit to the multitude that
raged against him. How much more does it bring to those who turn to him in repentance.”

First Sunday of Lent

Lectionary: 22 Gospel MT 4:1-11

Spiritual Reflection: I think it is important to make a distinction between sin and temptation. Temptations in
themselves are neutral. They are neither good or bad. It is what we do with them that turns out to be morally good or
bad for example, I may be tempted by anger when I see an injustice. If I give into the temptation and return violence
for violence, then I have sinned or if I do nothing I have sinned. If, however seeing the injustice I work to correct it or
to shed a light upon it I have not sinned. I have done good. I might be tempted to give into gluttony and eat an extra
slice of pizza and if I do I have sinned but if I do not than I have practiced the virtue of temperance.
Spiritual Questions:
1. Why was it important for Jesus to be tempted?
2. What is the difference between temptation and sin?
3. What does giving into temptation do to our relationship with God?
4. What does overcoming temptation do to our relationship with God?
5. What are some best practices for dealing with temptation?

Lenten Discussion Group

Interested in taking an in depth look at the Sunday Mass Readings for Lent? Join us in the Rectory Community Room on
Thursdays at 7:00 PM every week. There are books for a nominal donation available. Please join us or call Marilyn and
Gerry Unger for more information at 314-645-3483.

Attention All Highschoolers!

Join us this Wednesday, March 8th as we journey through Lent by kicking off our
new series on Jesus' presence in the sacraments. As always, we will meet from 7-9 pm at Bishop DuBourg High School.
Please see saintlouislifeteen.org for more information!
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LITURGIES & SCHEDULES
Mass Intentions For The Week

Our Parish This Week

Frist Sunday of Lent, March 5
8:00 am Barbara Ann Schnieder
10:30 am Parishioners
Monday, March 6
8:00 am Paul Gera (Good Health)
Tuesday, March 7
8:00 am Morning Prayer
5:30 pm Marge & Dan Leuthen & Family (Good Intentions)
Wednesday, March 8
8:00 am Don & Sean Welby
Thursday, March 9
8:00 am Alice Bittner
Friday, March 10
8:00 am Patricia Mayor
Saturday, March 11
8:00 am Helen Brooks
5:00 pm Jimmy Saxon
Second Sunday, March 12
8:00 am Parishioners
10:30 am Mary Ann Gera (Good Intentions)

Monday - Saturday March 6-11
 7:30 am - Rosary, Church
Sunday, March 5
 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR
 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 7:00 pm RCIA, CMR
Monday, March 6
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall
Tuesday, March 7
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 6:30 pm - Blue Knights, Little Flowers, Young Disciples
 7 pm – Pillars of Faith, CMR
Wednesday, March 8
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 6:30 pm - Bells Practice, Church
 7:30 pm - Choir Practice, Church

Please Pray for the Homebound & sick of our parish
Linda Wright

Sheryl McPherson

Dorothy Lauman

Dominic Caputa

Jade Nesselhauf

Pat Wallis

Becky Lott

Kathleen Price

Daniel J. Barr

Ethan Sonderman

Toni Berberich

Vicky Tacchi

Aurora Pastorius

Korey Tacchi

Don & Nanette
McPherson

Thursday, March 9
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 7:00 pm - Lenten Bible Study, CMR

Our Dearly Departed

Friday, March 10
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 3:30-6:30 pm - Dance, UH
 4:30-7:00 pm - Fish Fry, Gym

In your kindness,
please pray for the
repose of the soul of
Fr. David Paul, brother-in-law of Toni Paul. May his soul
and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace.

Saturday, March 11

Readings for the week of March 5, 2017

Sunday, March 12
 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR
 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 7:00 pm RCIA, CMR

Sunday:

Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-6, 12-13, 17/
Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-11
Monday:
Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8-10, 15/Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday:
Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-7, 16-19/Mt 6:7-15
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19/Lk 11:29-32
Thursday:
Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8/
Mt 7:7-12
Friday:
Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-8/Mt 5:20-26
Saturday:
Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8/Mt 5:43-48
Next Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a/Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22/2
Tm 1:8b-10/Mt 17:1-9

Our Offering For the Week Of Feb. 25-26, 2017
Sunday Collection
General Fund ........... $2,868.00
General Fund Loose ..... $366.50
General Fund Online .. $1,032.00
Total ................... $4,266.50
Candlemas ................... $5.00
Easter Flowers .............. $5.00
First Offering ............... $10.00
Maintenance & Repair .... $75.00
M& R Online ................ $20.00
SVDP Online ................ $15.00
Votive ....................... $20.00
Debt ............................... $ ......... $95.00(YTD)
Tuition Assistance Online . $10.00 .... $960.00.00(YTD)
Endowment Fund ................ $ ........ $265.00(YTD)

Baptized in the name of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
We welcome into our parish family our newly baptized:
Aiden James Chambers
Congratulations to the proud parents and families of our
newest members! May the blessing of the Lord be always
upon them!
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PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS, NOTES & EVENTS
Palm Sunday

Archdiocesan Lenten Regulations

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week and is thE
final Sunday of Lent. On this day we participate in the
reenactment of Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem
when he road a young donkey through the crowd of onlookers who honored him by throwing their robes and
small branches on the ground before him as a sign of homage. This took place just days before Christ’s crucifixion.
During Palm Sunday we commemorate this entry by distributing blessed palms to all in attendance before Mass
begins.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him might have eternal
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world might be saved
through him.” John 3:16-17
The Church Has always helped us fulfill these words
of Jesus by prescribing very definite penance for all Catholics, so that we too might have Eternal life. Accordingly,
the Pope and the American Bishops have outlined obligatory fast and abstinence as follows:
Good Friday - April 14, 2017 is a day of abstinence
for all Catholics over the age of 14. On this day, fast, as
well as abstinence, is also obligatory for those from the
ages of 18-59. Abstinence means refraining from meat.
Fast means one full meal a day, with two smaller meals
and nothing between meals (liquids are permitted). No
Catholic will lightly excuse himself or herself from this
obligation.
All Fridays in Lent are days of abstinence from meat.
Here again Catholics will not hold themselves lightly excused, but if there is a serious health problem, this obligations would not apply.
We should strive to make all days of Lent a time of
prayer and penance. Following are several resources that
can aid in finding different forms of prayer and penance.
Archdiocesan Lenten Resources
 Living the Eucharist Lenten program: http://
www.livingtheeucharist.org/
 Best Lent Ever daily reflections from Dynamic Catholic:
http://dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever/#signup
 USCCB: http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/
liturgical-year/lent/prayer-resources-for-lent.cfm
 Visit http://www.archstl.org/bible to follow the
events surrounding The Saint John’s Bible her in St.
Louis for the year.
Lent is a Season of reflection, penance,
fasting, and service.

Way of the Cross

The way of the Cross is a traditional devotion that follows
Christ journey from His condemnation to the tomb. It can
be prayed either individually or as a congregation. The
Stations of the Cross readings and prayers are used to focus our thought on the events of Jesus’ last day on earth.
Many faithful use this devotion during the season of Lent.

Our Annual Flea Market will be the last full weekend of
June. We need your treasures! Please help make the Flea
Market a very successful event.
Drop off dates and more information will be
announced in future bulletins.

Fish Fry Dates
March 3, 10, 24, 31 and April 7. There will be no ASH
WEDNESDAY FISH FRY. Instead, we will have a Fish Fry
that Friday; as the Ash Wednesday Fry has been declining.
Also, there will be no Fish Fry on St. Patrick's Day. The
Fish Fry Yard Signs, for advertising, are available at the
entrances of Church. We are getting excited for Fish
Fry ... hope you are too!
Dinners are served in the gym from 4:30-7:00 pm.
Carry outs are available.

Our Lady of Fatima The Five First Saturdays
Devotion - Our Lady of Fatima Promises all the Graces
Necessary for Heaven if a Catholic Finishes the Five First
Saturdays Devotion.
"Whether the world has war or peace depends on the
practice of this devotion, along with the consecration to
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. This is why I desire its
propagation so ardently, especially because this is also the
will of our dear Mother in Heaven" Sr. Lucy (March 19,
1939)
During her July 13 apparition at Fatima, Our Lady said
to Lucia, "I shall come to ask...that on the First Saturday
of every month, Communions of reparation be made in
atonement for the sins of the world." On December 10,
1925 Our Lady completed her request for the Five First
Saturdays and gave her great promise.
"...Tell them that I promise to assist at the hour of
death with the graces necessary for salvation all those
who, in order to make reparation to me, on the First Saturday of five successive months, go to confession, receive
Holy Communion, say five decades of the Rosary and keep
me company for a quarter of an hour, meditating on the
fifteen mysteries of the Rosary."

Soccer Program

There will be an outdoor soccer
program for boys and girls of the parish ages 5-12. The
program will begin in early April and be held at Lutheran
South High School in South Count. For more information,
please call Marty at 314-393-1164.

LUNCH & LEARN
Lindenwood Area Senior Ministry is hosting
a Lunch &
Learn this coming Wednesday, March 8th at 11:30am. Our
guest speaker will be Margaret Sueme from the Better
Business Bureau. She will share information on how to
recognize, avoid and recover from scams, and how to use
the BBB’s Scam Tracker, an online prevention tool. We
will meet in Memorial Hall of Southwest Baptist
Church. Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP to the LASM
office at 647-4591.
I & II Brittney Fogle & Kevin Beermann wedding
here Saturday, March 18, 2017 at 1:00 pm.

Rice Bowl

Join our faith community—and nearly 14,000
Catholic communities across the United States—in a lifechanging Lenten journey of encounter with CRS Rice Bowl.
Pick up your CRS Rice Bowl at the entrances of church.,
and don’t forget to download the CRS Rice Bowl app! May
these 40 days better prepare us to encounter ourselves,
our neighbors and our God.

Knights of Columbus BBQ

1st
BBQ of the season, March 11, 2017 - Citizens
national Bank East parking lot in Maplewood.
10 am - 6 pm . Hope to see you there.
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