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LIVING OUR FAITH
FROM THE DESK OF FR. THOMAS PASTORIUS
1. Faith and Family Programs:
Our Faith and Family programming for February 28th which is a 4th TUESDAY of the month: No Covenant Night because of
a scheduling conflict.
2. Weekly Shout Out:
This week’s shout out goes from Dorothy Kaup to the Officers of the Ladies Guild Meeting and the ladies who attend the
Cards/Game Day each month. Thank You to the officers and the ladies who attend the meetings and the card/games, also
a Thank You to the ladies who furnish the wonderful and awesome deserts. Both meetings that are attended are a fun,
enjoyable and social event. Thank you for making our worship more heavenly. Please take the time to nominate someone
for our weekly shout out by emailing Fr. Pastorius at fathertompastorius@gmail.com or by calling the rectory and letting
us know who you would like to give a shout out to and why.
3. Stations of the Cross.
Over the last few weeks, we have had someone talk to us about the devotion of the Stations of the Cross. I would like to
encourage everyone to add this devotion to your Lenten practices.
4. Fish Fries
It is once again time for our wonderful fish fries and my bad fish jokes. “If you think of a better fish pun. Let minnow.”
Our Fish Fries are on Fridays of Lent (minus March 17th and Good Friday) from 4:30-7:00PM.
5. Special Lenten Holy Hour
I am also excited to announce that we will be having a special Holy Hour each Sunday of Lent. These Holy Hours will carry with them a special reflection on the Seven Last Words of Christ. Please see the schedule below.
Date

Sun. March 19th

Words of Christ
Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do. –
Luke 23:34
Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise. –
Luke 23:43
Woman, behold your son, Son behold your mother. - John
19:26-27

Sun. March 26th

My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? – Matthew 27:46

Sun. April 2nd

I thirst -John 19:28

Sun. March 5th
Sun. March 12th

Meditation

Fr. Bill Kempf
Msgr. Gregory Mikesch
Fr. Ralph Houlihan S. J.
Fr. Tom Miller

It is finished. - John 19:30
Sun. April 9th

Fr. Michael Rennier

Msgr. John Borcic

Father into your hands I commit my spirit -Luke 23:46
God bless,
Fr. Tom

Baptized in the name of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

Ash Wednesday

is March 1st and is our
opportunity to make a plan to simplify our
lives and write a new story for our lives. We
can make that happen by using the traditional
Lenten practices of prayer and fasting. We can
also try to reach out to those that we find
sometimes difficult to talk to or we see
needing help. God blesses us when we try to
center more on him and our neighbors.

We welcome into our parish family our newly baptized:
Garrett Richard Burgess
Cecelia Lane Bruns
Rosemary Pyne Bruns
Camila Sophia Sponte
Congratulations to the proud parents and families of our
newest members! May the blessing of the Lord be always
upon them!

Lenten Day of Prayer
Join us for a Lenten Day of Prayer at the Sanguis Christi Spirituality Center, 3522 Utah Street, on Saturday, March 4,
2017 from 10:00 am – 3:00 pm as we experience Different Forms of Prayer. As we grow in our relationship with God, we
are invited by God to various forms of prayer. We change and God desires to meet us where we are. We will learn about
and experience Lectio Divina, praying with Scripture, Guided Imagery, praying with the imagination, and Visio Divina,
praying with sacred images. Presenters are Srs. Carol Orf and Ginny Jaskiewicz, the cost is $35.00, lunch is provided and
the deadline for registration is Wednesday, March1, 2017. For more information or to register contact Sr. Carol Orf at
314-560-1028 or email corf@cpps-ofallon.org
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LIVING OUR FAITH
Spiritual Ponderings...Here are some final thoughts on prayer.
7.

Devotions
One of my favorite role models growing up was an old lady in my parish named Dorothy. Dorothy stood out to me as
a kid because every day she would pray the Stations of the Cross. Watching her pray the Stations of the Cross each day
was my first lesson in Catholic Devotions. As I grew up, I would learn to pray the Rosary, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, and
Mother of Perpetual help prayers. These prayers have a way of drawing me to a calm place where I can recall how God
has always been therefore me. Like watching a rerun on television or listening to a favorite song, these devotions invoke
in me memories, feelings, and much more of how God loves me.
8.

Discernment
St. Ignatius of Loyola in his writings points out that we have three enemies in our spiritual life. The first is ourselves
because we are tainted by original sin. Sometimes we feel a need to rebel against God like Adam and Eve did for one reason or another. We need to remember though that this is never a good choice because we are not turning away from a
divine dictator but rather we are refusing divine love. The second enemy of the spiritual life is our culture/society/
world. The world presents us a path that it says will lead us to happiness and Jesus presents us a different path to happiness. The two paths lead in different directions. If we follow the world’s path we will eventually end up a lone and perpetually frustrated because we have turned away Love. Finally, the third enemy of the spiritual life is the devil. The devil, who finds himself miserable for having rejected God’s will, has decided to try to make us miserable also.
It is therefore important to take the time therefore to discern the messages that we receive in prayer to make sure
it is from God or not. A simple tool for discernment that I use is a set of principles. The first principle is that God never
condones sin. The second principle is that God never tears us down and finally God never abandons us. If any of my spiritual thoughts breaks the three principles above I know that it is not from God.
9.

Unanswered Prayers
St. Paul’s in his First Letter to the Corinthian gives us a beautiful description of what “love” is:
Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, (love) is not pompous, it is not inflated, it
is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood
over injury, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails. (1 Corinthians 13:4-8a.)
And St. John tell us “God is love” (1 John 4:8). Therefore everything St. Paul’s says about love we can say about God and
this is the reason why sometimes our prayers to God goes unanswered. God cannot do anything that will harm us because He is love. It is better to say that God answered our prayers in the negative than to say our prayers went unanswered because “no” is an answer. This gives us a freedom in our prayer because God will not harm us by giving us something we ask for that is ultimately harmful for us.
10. Goal of Prayer
Always remember that goal of Prayer is to help you strengthen your relationship with God. Our God desires to have a
healthy and consistent relationship with you. He does not need this relationship but He does desire it. God will do His
part in being therefore you and giving you what you need. He will however never force Himself upon you and so He humbles Himself to be present in a way that still requires you to have faith.
One of the best ways that you can develop your prayer life is by joining an accountability group or getting a spiritual
director and take time each month to ask yourself the following three questions: 1) where have you seen God this past
month? 2) what have you learned about God this past month? And 3) what are you going to do for God this upcoming
month. This is great way to keep your focus on the goal of prayer because you know you will have to answer these questions each month. I had also heard that Mother Teresa each night before going to bed would thank God for five things
and ask pardon for five things. She said she did this because it made it easier to see God active throughout her day. She
focused on five wrong things because she said it reminded her that she still needed God no matter what others told her.
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Lectionary: 82 Gospel MT 6:24-34

Spiritual Reflection: “Our life is made of time and time is
God’s gift, and it is therefore important to make use of it
by performing good and fruitful actions. Perhaps many teenagers and young people waste too much time in futile activities: chatting on the Internet or on mobile phones, watching ‘soap operas’ on TV, technological progress that should simplify and improve the quality of life, but sometimes distract you from what is really important. Among the many things to
do in our daily routine, one of the priorities should be reminding ourselves of our Creator who allows us to live, who loves
us, who accompanies us on our journey.” The more time we spend serving money as our master the less time we have
serving our true master God.
Spiritual Questions
1. How much time a day do you give God?
2. How do you keep the poor in mind when you are shopping?
3. How does where we spend our time testify to what we consider important?
4. How does where we spend our money testify to what we consider important?
5. What does God spend His time doing?

The Young Catholic Musicians

is a choir and orchestra of young people age 10 – 17 who lead the music for Mass
once a month at different churches throughout the Archdiocese of St. Louis. Auditions for singers and instrumentalists
are taking place now. If you would like to share your musical talent in a choir/orchestra of 60 young people from over 40
parishes and schools, contact the Director, Father Bruce Forman at 314-231-7464 or by email at revycm@charter.net. For
additional information, check our web pages: www.archstl.org/musicians and youngcatholicmusicians.com.
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LITURGIES & SCHEDULES
Mass Intentions for the Week

Our Parish This Week

Sunday, February 26
8:00 am Barbara Ann Schnieder
10:30 am Parishioners
Monday, February 27
8:00 am Jo Lotspeich
Tuesday, February 28
5:30 pm Brother Bernard Zacheis
Wednesday, March 1 Ash Wednesday
8:00 am Catherine Mannion
7:00 pm Vickie Tacchi (Good Health)
Thursday, March 2
8:00 am James Jennings
Friday, March 3
8:00 am James Hennessy
Saturday, March 4
8:00 am Agnew Low
5:00 pm Cordell Edwards (Good Intentions)
Sunday, March 5
8:00 am Barbara Ann Schnieder
10:30 am Parishioners

Monday - Saturday February 26 - March 4
 7:30 am - Rosary, Church
Sunday, February 26
 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR
 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 7:00 pm RCIA, CMR
Monday, February 27
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall
Tuesday, February 28
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
Wednesday, March 1 Ash Wednesday
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym

Please Pray for the Homebound & sick of our parish
Linda Wright

Sheryl McPherson

Dominic Caputa

Jade Nesselhauf

Pat Wallis

Becky Lott

Kathleen Price

Daniel J. Barr

Ethan Sonderman

Toni Berberich

Vicky Tacchi

Aurora Pastorius

Korey Tacchi

Thursday, March 2
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 7:00 pm - Baptism Meeting, CMR
 7:30 pm - Prayer Group, Church

Dorothy Lauman
Don & Nanette
McPherson

Friday, March 3
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 8:30 am - Exposition & Adoration, Church
 3:30-6:30 pm - Dance, UH
 4:30 - 7:00 pm - Fish Fry, Gym
 7:00 pm - Stations of the Cross, Church

Our Dearly Departed
In your kindness, please pray for the repose of the soul of
Holly Smith. May her soul and the souls of all the faithful
departed, rest in peace.

Saturday, March 4

Readings for the week of February 25, 2017

Sunday, March 5
 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR
 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 11:30 am - Liturgy Committee Meeting, CMR
 7:00 pm RCIA, CMR

Sunday:

Is 49:14-15/Ps 62:2-3, 6-9/1 Cor 4:1-5/
Mt 6:24-34
Monday:
Sir 17:20-24/Ps 32:1-2, 5-7/Mk 10:17-27
Tuesday:
Sir 35:1-12/Ps 50:5-8, 14, 23/Mk 10:28-31
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17/
2 Cor 5:20--6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Thursday:
Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-4, 6/Lk 9:22-25
Friday:
Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19/Mt 9:14-15
Saturday:
Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-6/Lk 5:27-32
Next Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-6, 12-13, 17/
Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-11

Our Offering For the Week Of Feb. 18-19, 2017
Sunday Collection
General Fund ........... $3,555.50
General Fund Loose ..... $153.77
General Fund Online .... $567.00
Total ................... $4,276.27
Candlemas ................... $3.00
First Offering Online ...... $20.00
Maintenance & Repair .... $45.00
St. Louis Review Online ... $90.00
SVDP ....................... $100.00
Votive ....................... $27.00
Debt ............................... $ ......... $95.00(YTD)
Tuition Assistance .......... $3.00 ........ $950.00(YTD)
Endowment Fund ................ $ ........ $265.00(YTD)

Stewardship
“No one can serve two masters; for either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and mammon (material wealth).”
Matthew 6:24 For many people, God and money run
“neck and neck” as their first priority. Making money
and spending money becomes the center of their life
and they actually become a slave to money. The
solution – become more generous. Giving money to
Church and charity frees us from slavery to money
and from making money a “god” before God.
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PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS, NOTES & EVENTS
2017 Fish Fry Dates:

Pro-Life Matters
House Bill HB 174: This State Bill could pre-empt the
city's “Abortion Sanctuary” bill BB203. It would
acknowledge the rights of alternatives-to-abortion agencies, such as pregnancy resource centers and maaternity
homes, to freely assemble and engage in religious practices or speech without government interference.

March 3, 10, 24, 31 and April 7. There will be no ASH
WEDNESDAY FISH FRY. Instead, we will have a Fish Fry
that Friday; as the Ash Wednesday Fry has been declining.
Also, there will be no Fish Fry on St. Patrick's Day. The
Fish Fry Yard Signs, for advertising, are available at the
entrances of Church. We are getting excited for Fish
Fry ... hope you are too!
Dinners are served in the gym from 4:30-7:00 pm.
Carry outs are available.

TAKE ACTION: Contact Missouri House Children and Families Committee: www.stlouisreview.com/bd1
Contact your state representative in favor of HB174:
www.house.mo.gov

Welcoming Committee
Volunteers Needed!

Ssee the MCC Action Alert on HB174 at
www.stlouisreview.com/bd5

Are you looking for a way to
become more involved in YOUR
parish? Do you enjoy meeting
new people? If so, our parish welcoming committee needs
you. Welcoming Committee members responsibilities include visiting new parish members and delivering a welcome packet. They also share general information of our
parish facilities, schedules, groups, and events that may
be of use to new members. The time involved in these
visits is probably no more than a half an hour, but can
make a true difference in making a new parishioner
feel welcome and at home in OUR parish. If you would
like to volunteer or want more information on becoming a
welcoming committee member, please contact, Trish at
the parish office, 314-781-1199.

Support Alternatives to Abortion: www.stlrespectlife.org
Please Pray that HB174 will be approved.
Missouri Right To Life Show Me Life, Pro Life Action Day
in Jefferson City – Tuesday, March 14th. Support legislation to save the lives of unborn children. Join pro-lifers
from across Missouri in Jefferson City at the stState Capitol. Registration begins at 10:00 am in the 1 floor rotunda with the noon rally featuring Melissa Ohden, abortion
survivor. For more information on transportation, call the
Missouri Right to Life Eastern Region office at 314-4344900 OR call Respect Life Apostolate Office 314-792-7555
or www.STLRespectLife.org. Wear RED for Life!
Www.missouri.org

Attention All Highschoolers!

Lent is here! Join
us this Wednesday, March 1 from 7-9pm at Bishop DuBourg
High School as we enter into this season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving together. See saintlouislifeteen.org
for more information.

Project Rachel is a spiritual support group for postabortive women. Meetings are held on the 4 th Thursday of
the month at 7 PM. For more information or location details, please call or email Marisol at 314-792-7451 or ihnpfaff@swbell.net.
Project Joseph is a spiritual support
for post-abortive
men, Meetings are held on the 1st Monday of the month at
7 PM. For more information contact Chuck during office
hours at 314-974-6787 or craymjr@sbcglobal.net

Permanent Diaconate Information Night
Do you feel called to do something special for you Church?
If so a vocation to the Permanent Diaconate might be
something that you are being called to. The Office of the
Permanent Diaconate is asking that interested men attend
one of the Information Nights to begin exploring a vocation the Permanent Diaconate. The Information Nights
will be held on Thursday, March 2 at St. Elizabeth, Mother of John the Baptist, Tuesday, March 7 at Miraculous
Medal Shrine-Perryville, Thursday, March 9 at Assumption-O’Fallon and Thursday, April 6 at Cardinal Rigali
Center. All meetings will begin at 7:00 PM. Wives of men
considering this vocation are strongly encouraged to attend. For more information or to reserve a spot at the
meeting, please/ contact the Office of the Permanent Diaconate at 314.792.7431.

"A Lenten Day of Reflection" at IL Ritiro
Franciscan Retreat Center What: Lenten Day of

Reflection Where: IL Ritiro 7935 St. Francis Lane (P.O. Box
68) Dittmer, MO 63023 When: March 25, 2017 9:00 am 3:30 pm Presenter: Mary Wainscott Join us for a Lenten
Reflection Day with input, quiet time on our lovely 90 acre
wooded area, beautiful Chapel, Feast of the Annunciation,
and ending with a Lenten reflection on the Stations of the
Cross. The day includes a delicious lunch. For info: www.il
-ritiro.org; il.ritiro@gmail.com, 636-274-0554. All are welcome to join us. Please register early.

“Read Between the WINEs”

Lenten Book Club
The Daughters of St. Paul and Pauline Books & Media will
host WINE: Women in the New Evangelization and their
Lenten Book Club on Wednesdays, 1 - 2 pm, March 8–
April 26 at Pauline Books & Media, 9804 Watson Road,
in Crestwood. WINE is a creative and inspired ministry to
invigorate Catholic women through encouraging, supporting, and nurturing them in their faith and by equipping
and mobilizing them as intentional disciples of Jesus
Christ. Stay connected with your faith and friends this
Lent as we read Walk in Her Sandals: Experiencing
Christ’s Passion through the Eyes of Women, edited by
Kelly Wahlquist. For more information and to register,
call 314-965-3512.

Church in Central and Eastern Europe

Next week, we will take up the Collection for the
Church in Central and Eastern Europe. This collection supports the Church in over 20 countries,
many of which are still struggling to recover in
the aftermath of Soviet rule. Funds renovations,
and seminary formation. Your support restores
the Church and builds the future in this region.
Please prayerfully consider how you can support
the collection next week. More information can
be found at www.usccb.org/ccee.
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