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Mass & Sacraments
Sunday Masses: 8:00 & 10:30 am
Weekday Masses Monday, Wednesday
Thursday, Friday & Saturdays: 8:00 am
Tuesday Morning Prayer: 8:00 am
Tuesday Mass: 5:30 pm
Saturday Masses 8:00 am and 5:00 pm
Sacrament of Penance: Saturday,
7:00-7:50 am or by appointment.
Tuesdays, 5-5:20 pm
Baptisms: Meeting first Thursday of the
month. Preregistration required.
Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9
months prior to the wedding date.
Funerals: To be arranged by contacting
the Parish Office.
Change of Address or Telephone
Number: Please call the Parish Office.
Bulletin Deadline: 4:00 pm Monday.
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LIVING OUR FAITH
From the Desk of Fr. Thomas Pastorius,
1. Faith and Family Programs:
Our Faith and Family programming for February 14th which is a 2nd TUESDAY of
the month: 6:30 – Men’s & Women’s Group.
2. Weekly Shout Out:
This week’s shout out goes to the parents who bring their children to Mass each
week. We are so grateful for all of you making the effort. We know it is not
easy and we all want you to know we appreciate it. Please take the time to
nominate someone for our weekly shout out by emailing Fr. Pastorius at fathertompastorius@gmail.com or by calling the rectory and letting us know who
you would like to give a shout out to and why.
3.

Lent is Coming

God bless,
Fr. Tom

Support families choosing to make the loving, and often expensive, choice to grow their family through adoption AND get a
chance to enjoy a 2017 Cardinals game from the Mercy Suite! Raffle winner receives 10 tickets in Suite 33 (along the 1st base line)
at Busch Stadium for a 2017 Cardinals’ Home Game, $150 of food/
drinks and one parking pass for a mutually agreed upon date.
Made available through the generous donation of Mercy. All proceeds benefit
the Archbishop Robert J. Carlson Adoption Fund.
Great Holiday Gift! Raffle Tickets can be delivered in a festive gift envelope
perfect for the person who has everything! Raffle tickets are $20 each or 6 for
$100. To purchase raffle tickets online: http://archstl.org/raffleforadoption or
call the Office of Natural Family Planning at 314.997.7576. Raffle closes March
8, 2017 with drawing on March 15, 2017. Winner will be notified by phone or email.

Lectionary: 76 Gospel MT 5:17-37

Spiritual Reflection: The most important question a bride or groom makes on
his or her wedding day is how they will view their marriage. Will they see it as a
contract (something agreed upon that can end when it is no longer beneficial
for one or both parties) or as a covenant (the formation of sacred kinship/a sacred bond that cannot be broken)? If they look upon their marriage as a contract than they will see their family as something that restricts their freedom
and burdens them like a ball and chain but if they view their marriage as a covenant they will see their marriage a mystical reality as a gift from God. Our
society has chosen to view marriage as a contract and not a covenant. The
Church says that marriage should be a covenant. God gets to decide what marriage is and we believe that God speaks through His Church.
Spiritual Questions: 1. Is marriage a contract or a covenant? 2. If marriage is
not “for better or worse till death do them part” then what good is marriage?
3. Does your “yes” mean “yes”? 4. How have people used religion as an excuse
to do bad things? 5. Does people doing bad things in the name of religion make
God bad?

10th Annual Catholic
Men for Christ Conference

P

“A political society
endures when it seeks, as a
vocation, to satisfy common
needs by stimulating the
growth of all its members, especially
those in situations of greater vulnerability or risk.” Pope Francis, Address
to the Joint Session of the U.S. Congress, September 24, 2015
(www.goo.gl/9HGt2d)

Permanent Diaconate
Information Night

Do you feel called to do something
special for you Church? If so a vocation to the Permanent Diaconate
might be something that you are being called to. The Office of the Permanent Diaconate is asking that interested men attend one of the Information Nights to begin exploring a
vocation the Permanent Diaconate.
The Information Nights will be held
on Thursday, March 2 at St. Elizabeth, Mother of John the Baptist,
Tuesday, March 7 at Miraculous
Medal Shrine-Perryville, Thursday,
March 9 at Assumption-O’Fallon and
Thursday, April 6 at Cardinal Rigali
Center. All meetings will begin at
7:00 PM. Wives of men considering
this vocation are strongly encouraged
to attend. For more information or to
reserve a spot at the meeting,
please/ contact the Office of the Permanent Diaconate at 314.792.7431.

Attention All Highschoolers!

Please join us this Wednesday, Feb.
15 from 7-9pm at Bishop DuBourg
High School as we finish out our series on vocations and look at the Universal Call to Holiness.
See www.saintlouislifeteen.org for
more information.
SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS NEEDED! We
are in need of generous area parishioners to help with our Luke 18 retreat
scholarship fund. Please
email lauren@saintlouislifeteen.org if
you are able to help! And please pray
for us!

Featuring Marcus Grodi, Rev. Art Cavitt,
Jon Leonetti and Damon Ownes!
Saturday, February 18, 2017
For more info or registration:
catholicmenforchrist.org

For more info or registration:
catholicwomenforchrist.org

rolife

Register Now!

**New Venue **Touhill
Performing Arts Center
(UMSL) Free Parking &
Metro Stop Access

Catholic Women for
Christ Conference

Featuring Sonja Crobitt, Dr. Carol Razza, and Rev. Eugene Morris!
Sat., March 25, 2017
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LIVING OUR FAITH
Spiritual ponderings
I hope these reflections on prayers will give you the freedom to discover your own style of prayer that brings you closer
to God.
3. Don’t Compare
In a small country village in Sicily, there were two brothers, renowned members of the local Mafia. They were
mean, bad and very rich. No one had a good word to say about them. Indeed, everyone seemed to have a story about
how they had either been cheated or maligned by the brothers.
One day, one of the brothers, Luigi died. The surviving brother, Jo - with a rare touch of conscience felt that
something nice should be said about his brother Luigi at the funeral. So, he went to the local pastor and said: I know that
folk in the village hate us, and they don’t know the half of what we have been up to. However, I want you to say something nice about Luigi at his funeral. I want you to say that Luigi was a saint when you preach. If you will agree to do
that, I’ll show my gratitude by giving $100,000.00 towards the repair of the church. And here’s the check for the
amount. If you don’t, you know my reputation. The priest thought about it fleetingly agreed and took the check.
A week later, the whole village turned out for the funeral and everyone wondered what the priest would say.
After the opening hymns, had been sung and the readings had been read, the priest climbed up into the pulpit and delivered his sermon. Eyeing the brother, sitting in the front row, the priest said how evil the pair of them had been. He went
on to say how Luigi had cheated, not only in business but on his wife, how he had lied and how had had no concern for
anyone but himself. In fact, he went on to say what a downright scoundrel Luigi had been.
After ten minutes of preaching in this vein, the priest, being the man of integrity, ended his sermon with these
words: "But compared to his brother, Jo - Luigi was a saint!”
Another danger in the spiritual life is to find ourselves comparing ourselves to others. I remember when I had
been in the seminary for two years and a potential new student came to Mass. This potential seminarian stuck out like a
sore thumb because everything he did was so exaggerated. For example, if we could respond “Amen” to a prayer; he
would respond “AAAMMMEEENNN!!!” While there was a part of me that found this very annoying there was also a part of
me that thought that maybe he responded this way because he was going deeper in prayer. This potential seminarian
also a much cooler vocation story than me which included being in the navy on shore leave and getting lost on a desert
island and being rescued by Catholic monks. My vocations story was nothing near that exciting. Fast forward many years
and he is a lawyer and father of three and I am a Catholic priest. Each day I thank God for giving me the grace to get
over my desire to think that the other guy had a better prayer life than me.
Sadly, in my time as a priest, I have met many people who have given up on praying because they think they
know someone whose prayer life is better. They have given into the illusion that prayer is some sort of competition.
Prayer though is between you and God and no one else. We can have mentors, guides, and directors who help us mature
in our prayer life but we can never say that our prayer life is better or worse than another.
4.
Communal/Individual
My parish youth minister is fond of saying “The Catholic life was never meant to be lived alone.” As Catholics
we believe that God did not come to save us as individuals but rather as a community (a Church). If we take a close look
at Jesus’ ministry on earth, He made every effort to include others as a part of His ministry and thus community prayer is
important to Catholics.
Community prayer is important but this does not mean individual prayer experiences are bad. Quite the contrary there is many times in the Gospel where Jesus would show the importance of private prayer by going off by himself to
prayer on a number of occasions.

Attention Epiphany Women of Faith

This Tues., Feb 14, Valentine's Day, is the 2nd Tues of the month Faith
and Sharing Session at 6:30pm in the Parish Rectory. Please continue reading the Daily Meditations from the "Word Among
Us" Books. We will be sharing our most moving meditations since Jan. 10 through Feb. 14, 2017. If you are not reading
that publication, please come with your thoughts from any Catholic Publication article you have read since Jan 10.
ALSO, if you have been reading Fr. Tom Pastorius' Christmas Gift, the yellow book, "Resisting Happiness" by Matthew
Kelly, (found in the back of church) we will be discussing it at our March, April and May Faith Sharing Sessions in approximately 62 page increments before our Summer Break. If you have any questions, please contact Mary Jo Martin at 314-324
-7224. Looking forward to seeing you Tues., Feb 14. Remember, Spiritual Reading is Great for your Mind and Soul!

Stories from John’s Gospel:

A Lenten Morning of Prayer by Fr. Chuck Barthel at Mercy Center, Frontenac,
Monday, March 13, 2017. Registration: 8:30 am. Program: 9:00 am—Noon. Fr. Chuck Barthel will reflect on stories from
John’s Gospel that help us prepare for our Triduum and Easter Celebration. The program will offer presentations woven
with music and reflection.
Presenter: Father Chuck Barthel has been pastor of Christ, Prince of Peace parish since 2008. He has a Master of Arts
and Master of Divinity (Spiritual Theology and Pastoral Ministry) from Kenrick Glennon Seminary.
Non-refundable registration: $25 due February 24. Total cost, including registration: $35 Contact: Sandy Meyer at
smeyer@mercycenterstl.org or 314.966.4686.

Stewardship “For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never en-

ter the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:20 The scribes and Pharisees lived according to the letter of the law and they
used this to elevate themselves above the other people. Jesus is clear – it’s the love that you have in your heart that will
get you to heaven. Simply following church rules out of obligation, not love, does not put you on the path to heaven. Attending Mass on Sunday and then gossiping about a fellow parishioner on the parking lot is an example of a modern
day Pharisee.
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LITURGIES & SCHEDULES
Mass Intentions For The Week

Our Parish This Week

Sunday, February 12
8:00 am Barbara Ann Schnieder
10:30 am Parishioners
Monday, February 13
8:00 am Catherine Mannion
Tuesday, February 14
8:00 am Morning Prayer
5:30 pm Tucker Rachas
Wednesday, February 15
8:00 am Agnew Low
Thursday, February 16
8:00 am Deceased Members of the Thien Family
Friday, February 17
8:00 am Patricia Mayor
Saturday, February 18
8:00 am Gloria Muabito
5:00 pm Wisniewski Family (Special Intentions)
Sunday, February 19
8:00 am Parishioners
10:30 am Michael Bourke

Monday - Saturday February 13-18
 7:30 am - Rosary, Church
Sunday, February 12
 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR
 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 7:00 pm RCIA, CMR
Monday, February 13
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall
Tuesday, February 14 Happy Valentine’s Day!
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 6:30 pm - Men & Women’s Bible Study, CMR
Wednesday, February 15
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 6:30 pm - Bells Practice, Church
 7:30 pm - Choir Practice, Church

Please Pray For the Homebound & Sick Of Our Parish
Linda Wright

Sheryl McPherson

Dorothy Lauman

Dominic Caputa

Jade Nesselhauf

Pat Wallis

Becky Lott

Kathleen Price

Daniel J. Barr

Ethan Sonderman

Toni Berberich

Don & Nanette
McPherson

Thursday, February 16
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 7:30 pm - Prayer Group, Church

Aurora Pastorius

Friday, February 17
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 3:30-6:30 pm - Dance, UH

Readings for the week of February 12, 2017
Sunday:
Sir 15:15-20/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34/1
Cor 2:6-10/Mt 5:17-37 or 5:20-22a, 27-28, 33-34a, 37
Monday:
Gn 4:1-15, 25/Ps 50:1, 8, 16bc-17, 20-21/
Mk 8:11-13
Tuesday:
Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Ps 29:1a, 2, 3ac-4, 3b,
9c-10/Mk 8:14-21
Wednesday: Gn 8:6-13, 20-22/Ps 116:12-15, 18-19/
Mk 8:22-26
Thursday:
Gn 9:1-13/Ps 102:16-21, 29, 22-23/Mk 8:27-33
Friday:
Gn 11:1-9/Ps 33:10-15/Mk 8:34--9:1
Saturday:
Heb 11:1-7/Ps 145:2-5, 10-11/Mk 9:2-13
Next Sunday: Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13/
1 Cor 3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48

Saturday, February 18
Sunday, February 19
 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR
 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 7:00 pm RCIA, CMR

Our Dearly Departed

Our Offering For the Week Of February 4-5, 2017

In your kindness, please pray for the repose
of the soul of Dian Campbell, daughter of
Marge; and Anthony Tolie, brother of Ron
(Vickie) Tolie. May their souls and the souls of
all the faithful departed, rest in peace.

Sunday Collection
General Fund ........... $6,163.00
General Fund Loose ..... $227.00
General Fund Online .... $402.00
Total ................... $6,792.00

Ursuline Academy

invites 7th grade girls to spend a
day with us. We would love to have you meet our students and staff —and lunch is on us! Join us and see what
is new at UA! Please call 314-984-2882 or register online
toth schedule
your visit http://www.ursulinestl.org/visit
5 , 6th and 7th graders are welcome to join us for “Be a
Bear for a Day!” Thursday, April 20, 2017 . Reserve your
spot today! www.ursulinestl.org/beabearforaday

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Candlemas .................. $87.00
First Offering ............... $10.00
Maintenance & Repair .. $245.00
St. Louis Review ........... $90.00
St. Vincent DePaul......... $20.00
Votive ....................... $66.00
Tuition Assistance ......... $75.00 ........ $873.00(YTD)
Endowment Fund .......... $50.00 ........ $265.00(YTD)
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PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS, NOTES & EVENTS
Don’t forget about us now!

Welcoming Committee
Volunteers Needed!

The
holidays may be over, but we can still
fulfill all of your shopping needs. We have
an abundance of in-stock certificates on
hand. Please see the list below. We can
also place a special order for you on Monday and have your gift cards here on
Thursday or Friday. This is the easiest
fundraiser you will ever participate in. All
you need do is to buy your gift cards before shopping and the church earns 5% OR MORE on every
sale and you get dollar for dollar on your purchase! For
more information, contact Trish at 314-781-1199.
Grocery Stores
Dierbergs
LeGrand’s
Shop-n-Save

% Earned
5%
3%
5%

Department Stores
Target
Walmart/Sam’s Club
Kohl’s
Restaurants
Biggie’s
Chris’s
El Paisano’s
Panera’s
Joey B’s
Michael’s
Pietro’s

2.5%
3%
5%

10% Earned for All

Pharmacies
CVS
Walgreens

6%
6%

Are you looking for a way to
become more involved in YOUR
parish? Do you enjoy meeting
new people? If so, our parish welcoming committee needs
you. Welcoming Committee members responsibilities include visiting new parish members and delivering a welcome packet. They also share general information of our
parish facilities, schedules, groups, and events that may
be of use to new members. The time involved in these
visits is probably no more than a half an hour, but can
make a true difference in making a new parishioner
feel welcome and at home in OUR parish. If you would
like to volunteer or want more information on becoming a
welcoming committee member, please contact, Trish at
the parish office, 314-781-1199.

Denominations
$25 $100
$10 $20
$10 $25 $100

Ladies Guild News Our monthly card social will b

$25 $100
$25 $100
$250
$10 $25 $100

held on Monday, February 20th at 10:00 am in the Assumption Room. Come join us for an afternoon of fun.
Bring your lunch. We will provide dessert and coffee.
The ladies regular meeting will be held on Wednesday,
February 22nd at 11:30 am in the Assumption Room. We
will play “Rob your neighbor game.” Please bring a $1.00
gift wrapped. We will serve soup and dessert and drinks.
This also is our birthday month. We will celebrate birthdays in the months of January, February and March.

$25
$10
$10 $20
$10 $25
$25
$25
$10 $25
$25
$25

Trivia Night Scott Laschober Memorial Fund-

raiser, benefiting Mid-America Transplant. Sat.
Feb. 18, 2017. St. Louis Police Officers' Association Hall, 3710 Hampton Ave. Cost $20 per person, tables of 8. Includes beer, wine, soda. 50/50 and
Raffle. Trivia starts 7 pm, doors open 6:15 pm. Call the
Laschobers 314-647-1758 to make a reservation.

$100
$100

We also have a limited of supply of the following gift cards:
Applebee’s ($25)
Arby’s ($10)
Bath & Body($10)
Chili’s ($25)
Home Depot ($25)
Jack in the Box ($10) O’Charley’s ($25)
Pizza Hut ($10)
Starbucks ($10-$25)
Taco Bell ($10)
Wendy’s ($10)

St. Mary’s is hosting a Trivia Night for 6th-8th-grade

boys and girls on Friday, February 24, 2017. Come enjoy
trivia, games, and food! Doors open at 6:00 p.m. with trivia from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the St. Mary’s High School Gymnasium. $2 a person or a table of 8 for $15. For more information or to RSVP, call 314-481-8400 x110 or email admissions@stmaryshs.com.

2017 Fish Fry Dates:

March 3, 10,
24, 31 and April 7. There will be no ASH
WEDNESDAY FISH FRY. Instead, we will
have a Fish Fry that Friday; as the Ash
Wednesday Fry has been declining. Also,
there will be no Fish Fry on St. Patrick's
Day. Watch for the 2016 Fish Fry Volunteer
List to be included in a future bulletin - we hope all volunteers will be with us again in 2017; and we hope to have
some new volunteers join us as well. The Fish Fry Yard
Signs, for advertising, will be available at the entrances of
Church in mid-February. We are getting excited for Fish
Fry ... hope you are too!

Horse Races

The Knights of Columbus at IHM in New
Melle are sponsoring Horse Races to be held on Saturday,
February 25 in the Grand Hall (church basement). The
doors will open at 6:00 pm with races beginning at 6:30.
Tickets are $15 at the door and include chili, chips,
snacks, beer, soda, ice and set-ups and the races. There
will be other games of chance available. Proceeds will
benefit the good works of the Knights.

St. Louis Review

This year the St. Louis Review’s
theme is Living Our Faith |Vive Tu Fe. The St. Louis Review is your resource to local, national and international
faith news. If you are not a parish subscriber, contact the
parish office or simply leave a contribution in the basket
with your request to receive the St. Louis Review. If you
are a parish subscriber, consider this in your parish contribution of $30 today.
Parish subscribers receive the St. Louis Review because of their parish contributions. Any additional amount
will support those who are not able to afford their faith
resource.
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Heart Speaks to Heart Discernment Retreat

The Apostles of the Sacred Heart of Jesus are offering
“Heart Speaks to Heart,” a Discernment Retreat on Friday
Evening, February 24 to Sunday morning, February 26th at
Queen of Apostles Spirituality Center in Imperial, MO for
any woman aged 18-30 who is interested in learning more
about discerning a vocation in life and exploring the possibility of living religious life. For more information, check
the ASCJUS website at http://www.ascjus.org/called-tobe-an-apostle/discernment or email Sr. Maureen Martin :
srmaureenmartin@gmail.com
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