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Mass & Sacraments
Sunday Masses: 8:00 & 10:30 am
Weekday Masses Monday, Wednesday
Thursday, Friday & Saturdays: 8:00 am
Tuesday Morning Prayer: 8:00 am
Tuesday Mass: 5:30 pm
Saturday Masses 8:00 am and 5:00 pm
Sacrament of Penance: Saturday,
7:00-7:50 am or by appointment.
Tuesdays, 5-5:20 pm
Baptisms: Meeting first Thursday of the
month. Preregistration required.
Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9
months prior to the wedding date.
Funerals: To be arranged by contacting
the Parish Office.
Change of Address or Telephone
Number: Please call the Parish Office.
Bulletin Deadline: 4:00 pm Monday.
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LIVING OUR FAITH
From the Desk of Fr. Thomas Pastorius,
1. Happy
New Year
January 1st marks the beginning of the new civil year. The Church in a special way invites us to pray for peace this week.
Please know that I will be praying this prayer from St. Francis for all of you.
Prayer of St. Francis: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there
is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is
sadness, joy. O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, it is in dying
that we are born to eternal life. R/. Amen.
2. Faith and Family Programs:
Our Faith and Family programming for JANUARY 3, 2016, which is a FIRST TUESDAY of the month- 6:30 PM Blue Knights,
Little Flowers, Young Disciples & 7 PM Pillars of Faith Class. “I wish not merely to be called Christian, but also to be
Christian.” — St. Ignatius of Antioch
4. Help Un-Decorating
An interesting thing that I discovered this year and that is when we have four full weeks of Advent we end up losing a
week of Christmas in our Church liturgical calendar. We would normally celebrate Epiphany one Sunday and the Baptism
of the Lord the second Sunday but this year the Church is celebrating Epiphany on a Sunday and the Baptism of the Lord
on Monday. So if anyone is interested in helping take down the decoration please come after the 10:30 Mass on
January 8
5. Weekly Shout Out
Thank you to all who made Epiphany of Our Lord such a great place to celebrate the Sacred Mystery of Christmas.
6. Parish Potluck Dinner
Dear fellow Epiphanynites I would like to invite you all to our annual potluck of dinner on Jan. 8, 2017 from 4-6 pm. It
would be a great blessing if we could have 300 people. Please RSVP by calling the Rectory.
7. Parish App
Epiphany of Our Lord now has its own parish APP. This is just another great way to stay in touch with all the great stuff
going on at Epiphany.
1. Text APP to 88202 or go to www.myparishapp.com
2. Follow instructions and download the app.
3. Find the "Epiphany Page"
4. Explore all that the app has for you to do.
God bless,
Fr. Tom

Knights of Columbus Maplewood De-Soto council 903 will be having our Roses for Life Campaign on Jan 21st & 22
at all masses, please stop by after mass and fill out a rose and keep the rose as a reminder to help prey and protect the
unborn. Donations can be made, but are not required. All donations will be donated to Epiphany’s Pro Life committee.

Life Teen

ATTENTION ALL HIGHSCHOOLERS! Please join us this Wednesday, January 4th from 7-9pm at Bishop DuBourg
High School for a Mass & Social. Prayer, pretzels, and fellowship promised! Please see www.saintlouislifeteen.org for
more information.

P

rolife Events

Project Rachel is a spiritual support group for post-abortive women. Meetings are held on the 4th Thursday
of the month at 7 pm. For more information or location details, please call or email Project Rachel at 314792-7565 or stlprojectrachel@archstl.org. You may also contact our Spiritual Support Coordinator for Project
Rachel, Marisol Pfaff, during office hours at 314-792-7451 or ihnpfaff@swbell.net.
Project Joseph is a spiritual support group for post-abortive men. Meetings are held on the 1st Monday of the month at 7
pm. For more information contact Chuck, during office hours at 314-974-6787 or craymjr@sbcglobal.net.
Young Adult Pro-Life Holy Hour, Thursday, January 19th - 7 pm at the St. Louis Cathedral Basilica
Saturday, January 21t Annual Roe vs. Wade Memorial Mass 9:30 am at the Cathedral Basilica, celebrant is Archbishop
Robert Carlson. Please pray for an end to abortion of innocent, defenseless unborn babies.
MISSOURI LIFE CARAVAN is organizing buses for the Annual March for Life in Washington, D.C. Thursday- Saturday, Jan.
26- 28, 2017. Please join us for this huge pro-life gathering in our nation’s capital. This trip does not involve overnight
stays in hotels as we sleep on the buses. The cost before Dec. 23 is $190. The cost after Dec. 23 is $205. To register or
for more info contact us at: 314-434-4900 r mrl.eastern@yahoo.com. Registration deadline is Jan. 3, 2017.
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LIVING OUR FAITH
Spiritual Ponderings
As we begin a new year, I would like to share a reflection with you that I wrote last year during a time of prayer and
titled “Where is the Faith?” I hope that it will inspire you to appreciate and take your Catholic faith a little more serious
this year.
I truly believe that Saint Louis is one of the greatest cities in the United States to live. I often talk about “Saint Louis being the biggest small town and the smallest big town.” Saint Louis is big enough to have professional sports team
like the Saint Louis Cardinals and Blues but we are small enough that our traffic is not as bad as the larger cities like Los
Angeles, Chicago, or Atlanta.
Growing up in Saint Louis it was almost impossible not to be a Saint Louis Cardinal Fan. There is a special relationship between the Cardinals and the city. Opening day is almost considered a holiday and almost every school has a
“Cardinals Day” where they encourage their students and teachers to wear their Cardinal fan gears.
Personally, growing up I loved watching the Cardinals with my grandmother and mom on the television. My grandmother loved listening to Jack Buck and Mike Shannon on the radio while watching the television on mute. As a young
adult, I enjoyed going to Cardinals game with friends and family. I also believe that it safe to say that at any St. Louis
Cardinal game in St. Louis, you could find at least five priests at the game. About the time I was transferring from my
first parish to my second parish, I began to realize that my devotion to the St. Louis Cardinals had begun to falter. I had
stopped going to Cardinal games and I could not tell you where the Cardinals were in the standings. My lack of interest
in the Cardinals had nothing to do with any incident that had upset me or their playing but rather small choices that I
had made almost without knowing it.
At the end of one of his parable’s concerning prayer, Jesus ends with the question “when the Son of Man comes will
He find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8). There are sometimes after reading the local newspaper or watching the new, I
wonder the same thing. How is it that there are so many people falling away from God? It is my firm belief that many
people are wandering away from their Catholic faith in the same way that I lost my Cardinal Fandom, one small, almost
unnoticeable, choice at a time. The good news is that once we notice these small choices, we can address them and
rebuild our faith life like I did with my love for the St. Louis Cardinals. Here are ten choices that I am going to try to correct this year as I try to grow in my faith.
1.

Practicing Paganism instead of Living a Life of Grace
I believe most people, at least subconsciously, fall into the habit of practicing paganism instead of living their faith
life in the light of what Jesus reveals to us about God. The main idea behind paganism was that there were supreme beings that had different powers to control different aspects of nature. Human beings worshipped and offered sacrifices to
these gods or goddesses in order to appease them or keep in a good mood. If the gods or goddesses were in a good mood
they might if they felt like it look favorably upon a person and bless them but if they were in a bad mood they might
curse you. For example the story of Odysseus in the Greek myth The Odyssey is punished by Athena for not offering to
her a sacrifice of thanksgiving and the story of Homer’s Iliad was about a great war in which different gods and goddesses
took sides depending upon who worshipped them.
One of the great things Jesus reveals to us is that God was not like the pagan gods and goddesses that people had
known up until that time. Jesus reveals to us that the Father’s favor and love did not have to be earned because God
freely bestowed it to people who believed in Him. All we had to do was receive it or remain in it by not sinning. This was
also the center of the great conflicts between Jesus and the Jewish Authorities. The Jewish Authorities thought that
they had to practice their faith and perform their rituals with as few errors as possible because they did not want to anger God. This is part of the reason why they limited the number of people who could practice their faith. They were
trying to hide these “unclean” people from God in order not to have God mad at them. Jesus revealed to them and to us
that it is not perfectly forming rituals but rather love that matters. It was not about excluding people but rather about
including people.
I discover a lot of people today stop practicing their faith simply because they feel that they have messed up too
much or are simply not capable of making God happy. This is sad because ultimately our God is not like the pagan gods
and goddesses. He is more like the kind and loving father in the story of the prodigal son, the good shepherd in search of
his lost sheep, and the sower who gives generously to the good and the bad.

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
Lectionary: 18 Gospel LK 2:16-21

Spiritual Reflection: We hear that the shepherds returned after seeing the child in a manger “glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen.” Sadly many of us see the same Lord present in the Blessed Sacrament at Mass but we do
not return home “glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen.” Instead many spend their time complaining about what they had heard: a bad homily, Church’s teaching that they disagree with, etc. and what they had seen: a
hypocrite old lady, a person sitting in their pew spot, a holy than thou type person, etc. What if this year instead of complaining about our faith we took the time to “ponder” it in our hearts like Mary did and see if we cannot discover some
greater meaning.
Spiritual Questions
1. What was some of the things that the shepherds could have complained about?
2. Why do you think the shepherds did not complain?
3. What do you think Mary and Joseph were thinking when these guests arrived?
4. What was one thing you remember from last week’s Mass?
5. When was the last time that you spend some time outside of Mass learning about the Mass?
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LITURGIES & SCHEDULES
Mass Intentions For The Week

Our Parish This Week

Sunday, January 1
Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God
8:00 am Anna P. Bommarito
10:30 am Parishioners
Monday, January 2
8:00 am Catherine Mannion
Tuesday, January 3
8:00 am Morning Prayer
5:30 pm Helen Brooks
Wednesday, January 4
8:00 am Michael Christian
Thursday, January 5
8:00 am Beth Kennedy (Special Intentions)
Friday, January 6
8:00 am Agnew Lou
Saturday, January 7
8:00 am Alice Bittner
5:00 pm Barbara Ann Schneider
Sunday, January 8
Solemnity of The Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 am Don and Sean Welby
10:30 am Parishioners

Monday - Saturday January 2-7
 7:30 am - Rosary, Church
Sunday, January 1
 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR
 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 7:00 pm RCIA, CMR
Monday, January 2
Parish Office/ GSA Closed
 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall
Tuesday, January 3
GSA Closed
 6:30 pm - Blue Knights/Little Flowers, UH
 7:00 pm - Pillars, CMR
Wednesday, January 4
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 6:30 pm - Bells Practice, Church
 7:30 pm - Choir Practice, Church

Please Pray For the Homebound & Sick Of Our Parish
Ethan Strauss

Ethan Sonderman

Mary Hipskind

Pat Wallis

Chris Perron

Dominic Caputa

Daniel Barr

George Limpert

Thelma Boggiano

Toni Berberich

Jean Montrey

Joe Lopez

Bernice Connor

Jade Nesselhauf

Bob Kozemczak

Mark Preiss

Kathy Hatfield

Thursday, January 5
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 7:00 pm - Baptismal Class, CMR
 7:30 pm - Prayer Group, Church
Friday, January 6
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 3:30-6:30 pm - Dance, UH
 8:30 am - Exposition & Adoration, Church

Nanette &
Don McPherson

Ann Brenner

Saturday, January 7

Readings for the week of January 1
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Next Sunday:

Sunday, January 8
 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR
 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 11:30 am - Liturgy Committee Meeting, CMR
 4-6:00 pm - Parish Potluck Dinner, Gym
 7:00 pm RCIA, CMR

Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21
1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98/Jn 1:19-28
1 Jn 2:29--3:6/Ps 98/Jn 1:29-34
1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98/Jn 1:35-42
1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100/Jn 1:43-51
1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147/Mk 1:7-11 or
Lk 3:23-28 or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38
1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149/Jn 2:1-11
Is 60:1-6/Ps 72/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/
Mt 2:1-12

Our Dearly Departed
In your kindness, please pray
for the repose of the soul of
Lloyd Roeckel. May his soul
and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace.

Healing and Deliverance Ministry

Wednesday, January 5, 2017, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. at the
Catholic Renewal Center, 1406 S. Sappington Road in
Crestwood. Ministry is by appointment only, so if you
need healing prayer for an emotional, physical or spiritual need, please contact Anne Hruz, 314-731-6100 or
annehruz@archstl.org to schedule an appointment time.

Marriage Encounter Resolve to make your marriage
better in 2017 – you deserve that. Attend a Marriage Encounter weekend experience that is simply special for you
and your spouse and learn a great communication tool.
Apply to attend a weekend on February 3-5 or April 21-23
by going to www.stl-wwme.org or call 314.649.7317.
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PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS, NOTES & EVENTS
Congratulations to our Epiphany Men’s
Club Alpha Square winners for December

$100
$25
$25
$25
$25

Cindy Heidenry
Peggy Martin
Robin Bittle
Rhonda Schlumm
Andrew Goryer

Peter &thPaul Community Services
11 Annual Trivia Night

(T23)
(T22)
(T24)
(S23)
(U23)

Peter & Paul Community Services is hosting their 11th
annual Trivia Night on Saturday, January 7, 2017 at St.
Justin the Martyr Parish Center. Their parish center is
located at 11914 Eddie & Park Road, Sunset Hills, MO
63126. The event beings at 7:30 pm, but doors open at
6:45 pm.
Registration is $25.00 per person, which includes
soda and beer, with 8 players per table.
The Trivia Night benefits Peter & Paul Community
Services programs. Two Emergency Shelter, Two Transitional Programs, a Permanent Supportive Housing and a
Meals Program allow PPCS staff and volunteers to reach
over 2300 men, women and children who are homeless
each year. Checks can be made payable and sent to:
Peter & Paul Community Services
2612 Wyoming Street
St. Louis, MO 63118
Call 314-338-8189 to reserve your table soon, as
space fills up quickly!

Kasey Paige 2017 Calendar collection- your ex-

tra 2017 calendars are wanted for persons in nursing
homes, Kasey Paige, and those starting over from scratch.
Please leave your calendars in the box marked Kasey Paige
Donations through February. Thanks for sharing your time
and energy!

18th Annual St. Louis Marian Conference

Jan 27, 28, 29, 2017 held at Renaissance Hotel. You are
invited to the Marian Conference and bring someone with
you. The Conference embraces the Sacraments, Rosary,
Adoration Chapel, prayer and ongoing conversion. Bishop
Robert Hermann will celebrate opening Mass on Friday and
speak on Saturday. Confirmed speakers are Bishop Robert
Hermann, Father Bing, Fr. Anthony Grumlich, MIC, Fr.
Mitch Pacwa,SJ, Fr. Tom Sullivan, CPM, Elizabeth Ficocelli; Msgr. Eugene Morris, Wayne Weible. VISIT www.stlmarianconference.net or call 314-423-1075 information, registration. Include bulletin announcement for
$5 registration discount.

Martin Luther King

The Social Justice in Action
Committee will celebrate the Life of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. on Monday, January 16, 2017 at 6-9:00 pm. Sts.
Joachim and Ann Care Service Celebration Room, 4116
McClay Road, St. Charles MO. All are invited to attend this
celebration. Come early to see and hear an overview of
Dr. King's dedication of service to mankind. There will be a
medley of musical selections by guest artists. Stroll
through our gallery to see those persons who walked and
worked with Dr. King. Refreshments will be served. RSVP
at 636-441-1302 ext 350. Leave your message.
You may also email ffazio@jacares.org.

St.
Mary’s High Schoolthis proud to announce
our
th
th

7 annual Essay Contest for 6 -grade and 7 -grade
students for the 2016-2017 school year. St. Mary’s is
proud to be a Catholic school established in the Marianist tradition and rd
we will be celebrating our Marianist
roots January 23 -27th during Marianist Heritage Week
and our Catholic roots January 29th-February 4th. In honor of these celebrations, this essay contest will help us
pay tribute to Mary, our Blessed Mother.
Students interested in submitting an essay for this contest will answer the question “Why Mary is important to
me.” The winner of the contest will receive a certificate
during our th
Renaissance Awards Assembly on Thursday,
February 9 where they will have the opportunity to
read their essay. In addition, their essay will be featured
on our website and in several St. Mary’s communications
sent to members of the St. Mary’s community.

Donation-Based Yoga Class

Join in a beginning-level yoga class meeting
in the Epiphany assumption room.
Saturdays at 8am
For those who do not have their own yoga
mat, I will have extra for anyone to use!

You’re Invited! Please join us for the Fourth Annual

Christmas Concert, Sounds of the Season: An Afternoon
of Song and Prayer on Sunday, January 1, 2017 at 2:00
pm at St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church, 5821 Pernod,
63139. Featured performers include: Joy Boland, Tamara
Campbell, Emily DePauw, Abbey Fronick, Peter Merideth,
Jill O’Brien, Matt and Mary Pentecost, Clara Richter, and
Mark Saunders, plus other talented, surprise guests. The
St. Joan of Arc Children’s Choir will also sing! No admission charge. A free will offering can be made to support
the music ministry at St. Joan of Arc Parish.

Essays should be one-page, typed and have the students
name, school and grade
at the top. The due date is
Friday, February 3rd. Essays should be mailed or
dropped off at St. Mary's High School to the address below. Thank you for your continued participation.
St. Mary’s High School
Attn: Essay Contest
4701 S. Grand Blvd.
Saint Louis, MO 63111
10th Annual Catholic Men for
Christ Conference
Featuring Marcus Grodi, Rev.
Art Cavitt, Jon Leonetti and
Damon Ownes!
Saturday, February 18, 2017
For more info or registration:
catholicmenforchrist.org

Mary, the Holy Mother of God

Carmelite Holiness Retreat

Join the Carmelite
Sisters of the Divine Heart of Jesus January 13-15, 2017
for a weekend spent deepening your relationship with
Him. For young women ages 17-29. More information at
www.carmelitedcj.org/vocation/retreats-events.

Catholic Women for
Christ Conference
Featuring Sonja Crobitt,
**New Venue
Dr. Carol Razza, and Rev.
** Touhill Performing Arts Center
Eugene Morris!
(UMSL)
Saturday, March 25, 2017
Free Parking & Metro Stop Access
For more info or registration:
catholicwomenforchrist.org

Register Now!
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