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Tuesday Morning Prayer: 8:00 am 

Tuesday Mass: 5:30 pm 
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From the Desk of Fr. Thomas Pastorius, 
 
1. Once Again, Congratulations to Fr. Michael Rennier 
I want to take this moment and again thank Fr. Michael Rennier for his “yes” to 
God on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and congratulate him on be-
coming a brother priest. We are still not sure how long he will be with us here 
at Epiphany. Please do not forget to encourage vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life by praying for and asking young men and women to ask the ques-
tion “What does God want me to do with my life?” 
 
2. Faith and Family Programs:  
This Tuesday December 20th is Third TUESDAY of the month and so we will be 
having at 6:30 PM Blue Knights, Little Flowers, & Young Disciples.  At 7 PM we 
will have Pillars of Faith. 
 
3. New “Puprishioner”.   
After much prayer, thought, and maybe a moment of weakness, I adopted a dog 
Saturday December 10, 2016.  She is a golden-doodle and I have named her 
Hope. While I hope to train Hope to be a good and caring dog, I have also heard 
horror stories from people about other priests and their dogs. I am, therefore, 
going to make a promise not to be one of those priests. I know that just be-
cause I like dogs that it does not mean you will like them and I can respect 
that. I would also ask you to respect me as a first time dog owner and please do 
not feed Hope behind my back. If you would like to donate treats, I’m sure 
Hope would love that, please drop them off at the rectory.   
 
4. Help Decorating 
Please plan on coming to Church for an hour or two on December 18 to help 
decorate Church. We have many Christmas trees, wreathes, and a large nativity 
scene that needs to go up.   
 
5. Weekly Shout Out 
As we get close to Christmas, I would like to take the time to thank everyone 
who has participated in our Jesse Tree Program. I have found it very gratifying 
to see people come up after Mass, pray, talk about it, and even some add to 
our prayer chain. Thank you for making my Advent a little more prayerful.   
 
6. Christmas Bulletin 
Here is a reminder that we will be having our second annual Special Christmas 
Bulletin this Christmas. Anyone making a donation towards our Church decora-
tion fund will have their name or their loved one’s name listed in this bulletin 
and the whole group will be the intentions for the Christmas Masses.   
 
7. Jesse Tree 
This year’s Advent program should be found on a hand out in this bulletin. Oth-
erwise you can find it online.   
 
8. Parish App 
Epiphany of Our Lord now has its own parish APP. This is just another great way 
to stay in touch with all the great stuff going on at Epiphany.   
1.  Text APP to 88202 or go to www.myparishapp.com 
2.  Follow instructions and download the app. 
3.  Find the "Epiphany Page" 
4.  Explore all that the app has for you to do. 

 
God bless, 

Fr. Tom 

L IVING  OUR  F AITH  

P 
rolife Events  
Project Rachel is a spir-
itual support group for 
post-abortive women. 
Meetings are held on the 
4th Thursday of the 

month at 7 pm. For more information 
or location details, please call or 
email Project Rachel at 314-792-7565 
or stlprojectrachel@archstl.org. You 
may also contact our Spiritual Support 
Coordinator for Project Rachel, Mari-
sol Pfaff, during office hours at 314-
792-7451 or ihnpfaff@swbell.net.  
 

Project Joseph is a spiritual support 
group for post-abortive men. Meetings 
are held on the 1st Monday of the 
month at 7 pm. For more information 
contact Chuck, during office hours at 
314-974-6787 or cray-
mjr@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Young Adult Pro-Life Holy Hour, 
Thursday, January 19th - 7 pm at the 
St. Louis Cathedral Basilica 
Saturday, January 21t Annual Roe vs. 
Wade Memorial Mass 9:30 am at the 
Cathedral Basilica, celebrant is Arch-
bishop Robert Carlson. Please pray for 
an end to abortion of innocent, de-
fenseless unborn babies. 
 

MISSOURI LIFE CARAVAN is organizing 
buses for the Annual March for Life in 
Washington, D.C. Thursday- Saturday, 
Jan. 26- 28, 2017. Please join us for 
this huge pro-life gathering in our na-
tion’s capital. This trip does not in-
volve overnight stays in hotels as we 
sleep on the buses. The cost before 
Dec. 23 is $190. The cost after Dec. 23 
is $205. To register or for more info 
contact us at: 314-434-4900 
r mrl.eastern@yahoo.com. Registra-
tion deadline is Jan. 3, 2017. 

Stewardship “When Joseph 
awoke, he did as the angel of the 
Lord had commanded him and took 
his wife into his home.” Mat-
thew 1:24 
Putting our complete trust in the 
Lord without expecting anything in 
return.  Striving to put God first in 
all things and follow Him wherever 
He may led us.  As we prepare for 
the birth of our Lord, pray for the 
strength and courage to be a model 
of discipleship, just as Joseph was. 

LifeTeen HIGHSCHOOLERS! We 
will NOT be meeting this week - 
please enjoy the time off with your 
friends and families! We will see you 
on Dec. 28th for an ugly sweater 
Christmas party! As always, 
see www.saintlouislifeteen.org for 
more information!  

Kasey Paige Christmas Gift Drop Off Please drop off you Christ-
mas gift donations for Kasey Paige residents to the Assumption Room this 
Thursday, December 22nd from 6-8 pm. 

Retrouvaille YOU Can Help Your Marriage – 25% of surveyed couples say 
they are “Happily Married”. For everyone else there is Retrouvaille. Are you 
frustrated, hurt or angry with each other? Are you constantly fighting? Or so you 
simply shut down? Have you thought about separation or divorce? Does talking 
only make it worse? For information on the Retrouvaille Program, visit the web-
site www.HelpOurMarriage.com or call 1-800-470-2230. The next Program be-
gins the weekend of FEBRUARY 3, 2017.  

http://www.myparishapp.com
mailto:mrl.eastern@yahoo.com
http://www.saintlouislifeteen.org/
http://www.HelpOurMarriage.com
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L IVING  OUR  F AITH  
Spiritual Ponderings              Reflecting on the Gift of Faith 
 
Let us continue with our reflections on being open to receive the gift of faith. 
2. God’s Time  
 I am a big fan of shopping online. The only drawback, as far as I am concerned, is that I have to wait for the package 
to be delivered and the delivery driver will only tell me that he or she will be coming between this time to this time.  
Knowing this, I must wait for the package to arrive to accept it or risk the delivery driver coming while I am not present 
and taking the package back with him or her. God, in many ways, is like the delivery driver. We only know that God 
promises to give us the gift of faith and so we must be ready at all times to receive the gift of faith and the graces He 
wishes to bestow upon us.  
 Jesus warns us that God will come when we least expect Him, like a thief in the night (Luke 12:39) or a bridegroom 
coming when we least expect Him (Matthew 25).  We must, therefore, behave as a person of faith in the morning, even-
ing and night no matter what day of the week or month it is. 
3. Be Authentic 
 In the Gospel of Luke when Peter meets Jesus for the first time, Jesus encourages Peter to put out into deep water 
and to lower his fishing nets one last time.  Peter, reluctantly, lowers his fishing nets and catches a sizable load of fish.  
Peter, realizing that there is something more to the man standing in front of him then appears declared to Jesus that he, 
Peter, is a sinful person.  Jesus does not respond by leaving Peter behind, but rather Jesus invites Peter to be his cowork-
er: “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” (Luke 5:10b).   
 To be a person of faith in the Catholic faith starts off with not a proclamation of how great we are,  but rather with 
a declaration of our need for a savior. The Church in the Liturgy of the Hours begins her prayer with the acclamation 
“God come to my assistance. Lord, make haste to help me.” We start our Eucharistic celebration by acknowledging our 
sinfulness and praising God for His mercy in the Penitential Rite. We have four Sacraments (Baptism, Eucharist, Reconcili-
ation, and Anointing of the Sick) that are focused on the forgiveness of our sins.  
 Catholics admit that we are not angels, but at the same time we are not demons. We are a unique, strange, and 
mysterious being. We are creatures who strive to do the good, but sometimes end up doing the wrong thing. We are crea-
tures with bodies, but we also have a soul and free will. Our God desires to be with us as we grow. 
4. Understand the Goal of Faith  
 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish, but 
might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might 
be saved through him. Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already 
been condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God” (John 3:16-18). Jesus came to 
bring about salvation which might be better understood as developing proper or right relationship with God and others.   
 Our world today often presents the image of heaven to us as the fulfillment of our every material desire, like all the 
ice-cream we can eat without getting fat, all the praise and adulations that our egos can desire, and all of our physical 
pleasures lasting forever.   
 Heaven though is about being in a place where God receives His due for being God and each of us is loved by God 
and others for simply being ourselves. It is a place where we do not have to worry about whether or not we are loved for 
we will know in a very real way that we are loved beyond measure. At the same time we will love others and ourselves 
with our whole being.   
 Catholics strive to bring about the Kingdom of God here on earth by striving to fulfill the greatest commandment: 
“Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. 
This is the greatest and the first commandment. The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. The 
whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments.’” 
 Another way of looking at the goal of our Catholic faith is through the eyes of St. Irenaeus of Lyon who declared: 
“The glory of God is the human person fully alive.” As Catholics, we believe that God did not have to create human be-
ings but He chose to out of love. This means that our God wants what is best for us and what is best for us is that we 
reach our full potential. God is like a master artist and we are His works of art. When a person praises a painting or a 
sculpture that same person is ultimately praising the artist who painted the painting or who sculpted the sculptor. Our 
God has no desire to hold us back out of jealousy because creation cannot compete with God just as a piece of art cannot 
compete with the artist that created it. Heaven, therefore, can also be described as a place where everyone has reached 
their fulfillment.   
5. Understand the Value of Community 
 Many Protestants ask the question “Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior?” For Catholics 
there is a fundamental error in the logic of the preceding question. Instead of asking “Have you accepted Jesus Christ as 
your personal Lord and Savior?” Catholics should ask themselves “Have I accepted Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and 
Savior?” because Catholics believe that we are saved as a community, as a Church. 
 One of the very first things Jesus did when He began His public ministry was call people to join Him as His disciples, 
in the midst of His ministry Jesus sent His disciples out two by two, and finally even the great missionary Apostle St. Paul 
did not go it alone. He began his ministry with Barnabas and eventually recruited others included Timothy, Titus, Luke, 
and others in his missionary ministry.   
 People who are most open to receiving the gift of faith are those who have good role models in the faith, mentors to 
walk with them on faith’s journey or belong to a support group of some sort. It is similar to a child who receives a multi-
person board game but has no one to play with it. They will eventually lose interest in the board game. 

You’re Invited! Please join us for the Fourth Annual Christmas Concert, Sounds of the Season: An Afternoon of 
Song and Prayer on Sunday, January 1, 2017 at 2:00 pm at St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church, 5821 Pernod, 63139.  
Featured performers include: Joy Boland, Tamara Campbell, Emily DePauw, Abbey Fronick, Peter Merideth, Jill O’Brien, 
Matt and Mary Pentecost, Clara Richter, and Mark Saunders, plus other talented, surprise guests. The St. Joan of Arc Chil-
dren’s Choir will also sing! No admission charge.  A free will offering can be made to support the music ministry at St. 
Joan of Arc Parish. 
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L ITURGIES  & S CHEDULES  

Sunday, December 18 

¶ 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR 

¶ 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF 

¶ 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB 

¶ 7:00 pm RCIA, CMR 

Fourth Sunday, December 18 
 8:00 am James Turner 
 10:30 am Parishioners 
 

Monday, December 19 
 8:00 am Dominique Davis 
 

Tuesday, December 20 
 8:00 am Morning Prayer 
 5:30 pm Carol Howley (Special Intentions) 
 

Wednesday, December 21 
 8:00 am Enrollees & Benefactors of 
  Epiphany Memorial  
 

Thursday, December 22 
 8:00 am John Jankowski 
 

Friday, December23 
 8:00 am Blanche O’Reilly 
 

Saturday, December 24  Christmas Eve 
 8:00 am Sam Murabito 
 5:00 pm Members of the Christmas Flower Fund 
 10:00 pm Members of the Christmas Flower Fund 
    

Sunday, December 25  Christmas 
 8:00 am Members of the Christmas Flower Fund 
 10:30 am Members of the Christmas Flower Fund 

Readings for the week of December 18, 2016 

Mass Intentions For The Week Our Parish This Week 

Monday, December 19 

¶ 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field 

¶ 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym 

¶ 10:00 am - Ladies Guild Card Social, AR 

¶ 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall 

Sunday, December 25 Christmas Day 

Tuesday, December 20 

¶ 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field 

¶ 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym 

¶ 6:30 pm - Finance Committee Meeting, CMR 

¶ 6:30 pm - Blue Knights & Little Flowers, UH 

¶ 7:00 pm - Pillars of Faith, CMR 

Wednesday, December 21 

¶ 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field 

¶ 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym 

¶ 6:30 pm - Bells Practice, Church 

¶ 7:30 pm - Choir Practice, Church 

Thursday, December 22 

¶ 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field 

¶ 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym 

¶ 6-8:00 pm - Kelsey Paige Gift Collection, AR 

¶ 7:30 pm - Prayer Group, Church 

Friday, December 23 

¶ 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field 

¶ 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym 

¶ 3:30-6:30 pm - Dance, UH 

Saturday, December 24 Christmas Eve Our Offering For the Week Of Dec. 10-11, 2016 

Sunday:  Is 7:10-14/Ps 24/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 
Monday:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71/Lk 1:5-25 
Tuesday:  Is 7:10-14/Ps 24/Lk 1:26-38 
Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33/Lk 1:39-45 
Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2/Lk 1:46-56 
Friday:  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25/Lk 1:57-66 
Saturday:  Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89/ 
   Lk 1:67-79 
Next Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/ 
   Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
Night:  Is 9:1-6/Ps 96/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn:  Is 62:11-12/Ps 97/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
Day:   Is 52:7-10/Ps 98/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18  
   or 1:1-5, 9-14 

 

Sunday Collection 
General Fund ...........  $3,462.00 
General Fund Loose .....  $164.00 
General Fund Online .. $,1641.00 
Total ....................  $5,267.00 
 

Christmas ................... $22.00 
Christmas Online ........... $25.00 
Christmas Flower ........ $139.00 
Christmas Flower Online .. $50.00 
Immaculate Conception ... $57.00 
Kenrick Seminary .......... $52.00 
Maintenance & Repair ... $132.00 
M&R Online ................. $80.00 
Mission........................ $5.00 
SVDP ....................... $100.00 
SVDP Online................. $45.00 
Solemnity ................... $12.00 
Votive .......................  $20.00 
Debt ............................... $ ......... $95.00(YTD) 
Tuition Assistance ..........  $9.00 
Tuition  Assistance Online $50.00 ........$732.00(YTD) 
Endowment Fund.................  $ ........$215.00(YTD) 

Monday - Saturday  December 19-24 

¶ 7:30 am - Rosary, Church 

Ethan Strauss Ethan Sonderman Mary Hipskind 

Pat Wallis Chris Perron Dominic Caputa 

Daniel Barr George Limpert Thelma Boggiano 

Toni Berberich Jean Montrey Joe Lopez 

Bernice Connor Jade Nesselhauf Bob Kozemczak 

Mark Preiss Kathy Hatfield Nanette & 
Don McPherson 

 Ann Brenner  

Please Pray For the Homebound & Sick Of Our Parish 
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P ARISH  COMMUNITY  N EWS , N OTES  & E VENTS  

Candy Sales The Epiphany Cub Scouts will be selling 
candy bars to raise funds for the purchase/construction on 
a new Pinewood Derby track. We have 3 different types 
available, plain, caramel, and with nuts. The cost is $1.00 
per bar. There will be a small table set up to the right of 
the church entrance near the small fenced area where the 
scouts will be selling the candy bars on the weekend of 
December 18th. 

Church Decorating Everyone is invited 
to help decorate our church for Christmas. We 
will be decorating this Sunday, December 18, 
2016 starting at 11:30 pm. Thank you for giv-
ing of your time and talents for your parish. 
Lynn, Mary Ann and Helen. 

ː4øĂ ă÷ô 3ôðĂþý õþā 'øõă #ðāóĂˉ The 
Christmas season is upon us and we have 
increased our variety of in-stock certificates 
to help make your Christmas shopping stress 
free! For a temporary period we will have the 
following gift cards in stock: Amazon-$25, 
Applebee’s- $25, Chili’s- $25, Jack in the Box- 
$10, JC Penney-$25, O’Charley’s-$25, Pizza Hut-$10, Red 
Lobster-$25, Starbucks-$10, Steak-n-Shake-$10, Subway-
$10, Taco Bell-$10, and Wendy’s-$10. We also have all of 
our regular in-stock gift cards. Please see the order forms 
located near the main entrance to church for the full list-
ing of available gift cards. For questions , please see one 
of the volunteers or call Trish at the parish office, 781-
1199. Itõs not too late to turn in your gift card order; 
certificates ordered on by 10 am this Monday will be 
ready for pick up by noon on the following Friday. Place 
your Christmas orders today! 

Christmas Trees Boy Scout Troop 336 of St. 
Michael’s Parish in Shrewsbury will be selling Christmas 
trees from their lot in the Mackenzie Pointe Shopping Cen-
ter. Hours are from 6-9 pm, Monday through Friday and 9 
am - 9 pm Saturday and Sunday. Your patronage is appre-
ciated by our scouts! 

Flower Power Got a little extra change jingling in 
your pocket? Why not put it in an envelope marked 
“Flower Power” and help defray the cost of decorating 
our Church! 

Kasey Paige 2017 Calendar collection- your ex-
tra 2017 calendars are wanted for persons in nursing 
homes, Kasey Paige, and those starting over from scratch. 
Please leave your calendars in the box marked Kasey Paige 
Donations through February. Thanks for sharing your time 
and energy! 

South City Deanery PSR 
Annual Trivia Night 

When: Saturday, January 28, 2017 
Doors open: 6:00 pm; Trivia starts at 7:00 PM 
Where: Immaculate Heart of Mary, 4070 Blow Ave - 63116 
Cost: $22/person or $160 for a table of 8 
 (Includes beer, soda & snacks) 
To make reservations call Greg at 314-810-6735 or 
email gdelassu@gmail.com 

The 39th Annual Christmas Concert of the 
Young Catholic Musicians - Dec 28 & 29 at 
Seven Holy Founders Church at 7:30 p.m. 
We invite you to attend the 39th Christmas Concert of the 
Young Catholic Musicians December 28th & 29th at Seven 
Holy Founders Church at 7:30 p.m. We are pleased to wel-
come Mrs. Angela Hutti, Meteorologist for Fox 2 and News 
11 who will read the narration on Wednesday evening and 
Ms. Nancy Werner, Chancellor of the Archdiocese of St. 
Louis who will read the narration on Thursday, December 
29th. Tickets are $10.00 each for reserved seating in the 
pews in the front half of the church and $5.00 each for 
General Admission seating anywhere in the second half of 
the church. The pews will be marked Reserved and Gen-
eral Admission pews. You may also place your name in our 
program book. This indicates your further support of these 
young people. Please become a Benefactor ($10), Patron 
($25), Angel ($50), or Pillar ($100). Please make checks 
payable to YCM Concert Tickets, c/o Mary Smith 144 Cot-
tage Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119 or by calling Mary Smith at 
314-962-9260. Thank you.  

St. Mary’s is hosting a Trivia Night for 6th-8th-grade 
boys and girls on Friday, February 24, 2017.  Come enjoy 
trivia, games, and food! Doors open at 6:00 p.m. with 
trivia from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the St. Mary’s High School 
Gymnasium.  $2 a person or a table of 8 for $15.  For 
more information or to RSVP, call 314-481-8400 x110 or e-
mail admissions@stmaryshs.com. 

Marriage on Tap- Saint Louis Married couples 
are invited to an evening out, just call it a date night! Be 
with other couples who care about a good marriage grow-
ing better and want to enrich themselves. 
 
January 17, 2017, the Pasta House Company at 8231 
Delmar Blvd, University City, 63130. 
 
6:00PM dinner, $20 per person buffet dinner (cash bar 
available); 7:00PM is a dynamic talk by Fr. Robert (Rosy) 
Rosebrough , Pastor of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, Fergu-
son, MO. You will enjoy his insights  on marriage as: The 
gift of Intimacy - Energy for the Journey; Fr. Rosy has 
been a team priest with Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
for 43 years. 
 
RSVP required: marriageontapstl@gmail.com 
 
Visit our Facebook page: Marriage On Tap STL 

Mark Your Calendar to join us for 
our annual parish potluck dinner - Sunday, 
January 8th from 4-6 pm. As usual, the 
parish will provide the main entrée and 
refreshments. We ask that you bring your 
favorite side dish to share. 

Adoption Raffle Support families choosing to make 
the loving, and often expensive, choice to grow their fam-
ily through adoption AND get a chance to enjoy a 2017 
Cardinals game from the Mercy Suite! Raffle winner re-
ceives 10 tickets in Suite 33 (along the 1st base line) at 
Busch Stadium for a 2017 Cardinals’ Home Game, $150 of 
food/drinks and one parking pass for a mutually agreed 
upon date. Made available through the generous donation 
of Mercy. All proceeds benefit the Archbishop Robert J. 
Carlson Adoption Fund. 
 Great Holiday Gift! Raffle Tickets can be delivered in 
a festive gift envelope perfect for the person who has eve-
rything! Raffle tickets are $20 each or 6 for $100. To pur-
chase raffle tickets online: http://archstl.org/
raffleforadoption or call the Office of Natural Family Plan-
ning at 314.997.7576. Raffle closes March 8, 2017 with 
drawing on March 15, 2017. Winner will be notified by 
phone or e-mail. 

tel:314-481-8400
mailto:admissions@stmaryshs.com
mailto:marriageontapstl@gmail.com
http://archstl.org/raffleforadoption
http://archstl.org/raffleforadoption

