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Mass & Sacraments
Sunday Masses: 8:00 & 10:30 am
Weekday Masses Monday, Wednesday
Thursday, Friday & Saturdays: 8:00 am
Tuesday Morning Prayer: 8:00 am
Tuesday Mass: 5:30 pm
Saturday Masses 8:00 am and 5:00 pm
Sacrament of Penance: Saturday,
7:00-7:50 am or by appointment.
Tuesdays, 5-5:20 pm
Baptisms: Meeting first Thursday of the
month. Preregistration required.
Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9
months prior to the wedding date.
Funerals: To be arranged by contacting
the Parish Office.
Change of Address or Telephone
Number: Please call the Parish Office.
Bulletin Deadline: 4:00 pm Monday.
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LIVING OUR FAITH
From the Desk of Fr. Thomas Pastorius,
1. Congratulations to Fr. Michael Rennier
Getting to know Michael Rennier and working with him these years has truly
been one of the greatest blessings of my life, and I am so excited for him to be
ordained Thursday. (I am writing this on a Sunday in order to meet publishing
deadline). I know that Fr. Rennier will be a great and holy priest. Thank you
Fr. Rennier for all that you have given our parish over these years of preparation for the priesthood. As I write this, I am not sure how long Fr. Rennier will
be with us at Epiphany. He will definitely be with us through the middle of January. He could stay with us past then to June, or be here for many years to
come. We trust that the Holy Spirit will put Fr. Rennier where he needs to be
to help the most amount of people.
2. Faith and Family Programs:
This Tuesday December 13th is the SECOND TUESDAY of the month and so we
will be having at 6:30 PM Men’s and Women’s Session at the Rectory. “You can
make more friends in two months by becoming interested in other people than
you can in two years by trying to get other people interested in you.” By Dale
Carnegie
3. Advent Penance Service Moved to December 11th.
I made a mistake when planning the Advent season. I forgot that we would
need time on Sunday December 18th to decorate Church for Easter, I mean
Christmas. Therefore, our parish penance service will be December 11 th at 2 PM
in Church.
4. Advent/Christmas Morning
of Prayer
Please join us December 17th for a morning of prayer. Fr. Bob Suit will be our
guest director for the morning which will be filled with insightful talks from Fr.
Bob and different prayer opportunities.
5. Weekly Shout Out
I would like to give a shout out to all who helped with Fr. Rennier’s First Mass
and Reception.
6. Christmas Bulletin
Here is a reminder that we will be having our second annual Special Christmas
Bulletin this Christmas. Anyone making a donation towards our Church decoration fund will have their name or their love one’s name listed in this bulletin
and the whole group will be the intentions for the Christmas Masses.
7. Jesse Tree
This year’s Advent program should be found on a hand out in this bulletin. Otherwise you can find it on line.
8. Help Decorating
Please plan on coming to Church for an hour or two on December 18th to help
decorate Church. We have many Christmas trees, wreathes, and a large nativity
scene that needs to go up.
9. Parish App
Epiphany of Our Lord now has its own parish APP. This is just another great way
to stay in touch with all the great stuff going on at Epiphany.
1. Text APP to 88202 or go to www.myparishapp.com
tions and download the app.
3. Find the "Epiphany Page"
4. Explore all that the app has for you to do.

2. Follow the instruc-

God bless,
Fr. Tom

Christmas Cookies Needed

On Tuesday evening December 20th our Faith and Family is having their
annual St. Lucy Procession. We would like to provide
the children and their parents with some cookies immediately following the procession and need your help in
doing so. We are expecting some where between 80100 participants. Would you be willing to donate a couple dozen cookies? If so, cookie donations should be
dropped off to the parish office by noon Monday, December 19th.
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rolife Events Pro-Life Articles, an organization, whose
objective is to help stop legal abortions, emails ProLife information to twelve thousand
catholic churches each month, at no
cost to the churches. Some of these
email messages are returned to us,
because the church has changed their
email address and forgot to notify us
of such change. When this happens,
we must either telephone the church
office to obtain the correct email
address or look it up on the church’s
website using the internet. This requires the use of Excel on a computer. We need volunteers to assist in
this effort. It takes about two hours
per month for each volunteer. This
can be done from your home. If you
would like to help, please contact:
Martin Reiser,
Reiser33@gmail.com or 214-364-5267.
MISSOURI LIFE CARAVAN is organizing buses for the Annual March for
Life in Washington, D.C. ThursdaySaturday, Jan. 26- 28, 2017. Please
join us for this huge pro-life gathering in our nation’s capital. This trip
does not involve overnight stays in
hotels as we sleep on the buses. The
cost before Dec. 23 is $190. The cost
after Dec. 23 is $205. To register or
for more info contact us at: 314-4344900 r mrl.eastern@yahoo.com. Registration deadline is Jan. 3, 2017.

Attention Epiphany Women
Seeking More Wisdom:

Our 2nd Tues. of the Month Faith and
Family Enrichment Session is Tues.,
Dec 13, 2016 beginning at 6:30 pm in
the Parish Rectory Meeting Room.
Our discussions are all based on your
personal time spent reading the Daily
Scripture, Meditations and/or Articles found in the "Word Among Us"
Publication provided by the Parish
and found at the entrances of church
each month if you are not receiving
your own home delivery issues each
month. If you can't make every
month, that is perfectly fine. A Word
of Spiritual Caution, Reading these
"WAU" booklets can lead
to developing a very Healthy Craving
for more Daily Grace once you begin.
Please attend when you can and read
when you can. I am sure you will feel
the Grace from God touch your heart
at least once so you have something
to share and discuss with the
group. If you just want to come and
listen, that is fine, too. We will be
sharing from the Nov and Advent
2016 issues on Tues., Dec. 13. If you
have any questions, please contact
Mary Jo Martin by cell at 314-3247224. Looking forward to having you
join us.
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LIVING OUR FAITH
Spiritual Ponderings

Reflecting on the Gift of Faith

Being open to the gift of faith.
1. Keep It Simple – It is About Relationship
One afternoon, I was having lunch with my niece who was in the third grade. I decided to have a little fun with her
and so I asked her, “what sound does a dog make?”
She gave me a look that let me know that she knew the answer to my question, but at the same time did not quite
trust me. She responded “woof,” and I congratulated her for getting the first question correct.
I then asked her what sound did a cat make and she responded, “meow.” I again congratulated her for getting two
questions right in a row.
I next asked her what sound did a duck make and she responded promptly, “quack.”
Finally, after another moment of congratulating her for getting three questions right in a row, I asked her to tell me
what sound a mouse makes. Without hesitating my niece responded, “squeak.” I then informed her that she was wrong
and that a mouse does not say “squeak” but rather “click.” She paused for a moment and began to laugh as a look of
comprehension came over her face. She realized that I went from talking about a “mouse” as an animal to talking about
a “mouse” as a piece of computer hardware. I enjoyed watching my niece come to the understanding that I had shifted
paradigms from animals to computer hardware.
In a similar way Jesus Christ came to change the way we think about our relationship with God. Before the coming
of Jesus, religion and faith was about pleasing the gods and goddesses in order to keep them happy because if they were
happy they might in return reward a person with what that person asked or begged for them to give that person. If a
person did not do a good job in keeping the gods and goddesses happy then they might choose to leave that person or
worse decide to punish a person. This is the basic plot behind most of the Heracles stories, the Odyssey, the Iliad, and
other great works of Greek and Roman mythology. The gods and goddesses of the nations and cultures that surrounded
the nation of Israel worked in a very similar fashion. If they were happy then a person might receive a blessing, but heaven help a person if their gods and goddesses were not happy and decided to take their wrath out upon a person.
Jesus brings with Him a monumental paradigm shift that most people over look. Our God, the one true God, is a loving Father who loves us and desires to be with us. We do not have to earn God’s love, but instead Jesus tells us that we
must remain in God’s love (John 8 and John 15:5). This is truly Good News because love that is earned is not love at all.
We can thus refocus our energy and attention away from the idea of trying to get God to like us and instead focus on
deepening our relationship with God.
How does one go about deepening one’s relationship with God? It is not as complicated as one might think. If you
wanted to meet someone new, the first thing you might do is go up and talk to that person. The more you share and discuss things with the person, the more you learn about him or her. The same is true about God, but instead of talking with
God we pray to God. The content is the same.
The second thing a person might do to get to know another person is to read a book about him or her. As Catholics
we are blest to have the ultimate book about God the Sacred Scriptures a.k.a. the Bible. Catholics believe that God in an
amazing way inspired the Bible to come into being. This was not done in Catholic opinion through divine dictation but
rather through the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit over centuries. The Bible is in a sense a love letter from
God to us His people. By learning more about God’s writings and what they contain we get to know about God’s personality, His likes and dislikes, etc.
The third thing we might do to get to know someone new is do an activity with that person. So what type of activities does God do? When John the Baptist was beginning to doubt whether Jesus was the messiah or not he sent his disciples to ask Jesus if He was the messiah. Jesus’ response is not to simply say “yes” or “no” but rather He describes His
daily routine to John’s disciples: “Jesus said to them in reply, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the good
news proclaimed to them. And blessed is the one who takes no offense at me” (Matthew 11:4b-6). So what is God doing all day? He is serving others and this is why service is always an important part of the Catholic Faith.
The next thing a person might do in order to get to know someone better is to have a meal with them and their family. God invites us to join Him for a family meal every week when He requests our present each week at Sunday Mass. We
can learn a lot about God by learning a lot about the different people that He calls family.
Faith therefore is about deepening our relationship with God through prayer, reading Scripture, acts of service and
participating in God’s family meals. If a person commits to doing the preceding four things, one will discover him or herself to be well on their way to not only being open to receiving the gift of faith from God but also to nurturing that same
gift.
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Lectionary: 7 Gospel MT 11:2-11

Spiritual Reflection: We must never get involved in religion for the sake of being entertained. Religion, especially Catholicism is meant to change us. Participating in religion for the sake of entertainment or popularity is dangerous. If you want
to practice religion do so with the intent of doing it to the best of your ability and with a desire to reach heaven.
Spiritual Questions
1. Why are you Catholic? 2. Why do you think some people leave the faith? 3. How can you invest yourself more into
your faith? 4. How can you help others invest> 5. Are you a good messenger of God?
10th Annual Catholic Men for
Christ Conference
Featuring Marcus Grodi, Rev.
Art Cavitt, Jon Leonetti and
Damon Ownes!
Saturday, February 18, 2017
For more info or registration:
catholicmenforchrist.org

Third Sunday of Advent

Catholic Women for
Christ Conference
Register Now!
Featuring Sonja Crobitt,
**New Venue
Dr. Carol Razza, and Rev.
** Touhill Performing Arts Center
Eugene Morris!
(UMSL)
Saturday, March 25, 2017
Free Parking & Metro Stop Access
For more info or registration:
catholicwomenforchrist.org
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LITURGIES & SCHEDULES
Mass Intentions For The Week

Our Parish This Week

Third Sunday of Advent, December 11
8:00 am Frank Droppelman
10:30 am Parishioners
Monday, December 12
8:00 am The Wisniewski Family (Special Intentions)
Tuesday, December 13
8:00 am Morning Prayer
5:30 pm Robert Blakiewicz
Wednesday, December 14
8:00 am Catherine Mannion
Thursday, December 15
8:00 am Agnew Low
Friday, December 16
8:00 am Deceased Members of The Thien Family
Saturday, December 17
8:00 am Deceased Members of the Casey Family
5:00 pm Patricia Mayor
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18
8:00 am Parishioners
10:30 am James Turner

Monday - Saturday December 12-17
 7:30 am - Rosary, Church
Sunday, December 11
 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR
 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 2:00 pm - Parish Penance Service, Church
 7:00 pm RCIA, CMR
Monday, December 12
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall
Tuesday, December 13
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 6:30 pm - Men's’ and Women's’ Prayer Groups, CMR
Wednesday, December 14
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 11:30 am - Ladies Guild Christmas Luncheon, AR
 6:30 pm - Bells Practice, Church
 7:30 pm - Choir Practice, Church

Please Pray For the Homebound & Sick Of Our Parish
Ethan Strauss

Ethan Sonderman

Mary Hipskind

Pat Wallis

Chris Perron

Dominic Caputa

Daniel Barr

George Limpert

Thelma Boggiano

Toni Berberich

Jean Montrey

Joe Lopez

Bernice Connor

Jade Nesselhauf

Bob Kozemczak

Mark Preiss

Kathy Hatfield

Thursday, December 15
 Immediately following Mass, Christmas Church Cleaning, Church
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 7:30 pm - Prayer Group, Church

Nanette &
Don McPherson

Ann Brenner

Friday, December 16
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 3:30-6:30 pm - Dance, UH

Our Dearly Departed
In your kindness, please pray for the
repose of the soul of Theresa Savio,
our parishioner; and Mary Frances
Wever. May their souls and the souls of
all the faithful departed, rest in
peace.

Saturday, December 17
Sunday, December 18
 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR
 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 7:00 pm RCIA, CMR

Our Offering For the Week Of December 3-4, 2016
Sunday Collection
General Fund ........... $5,071.00
General Fund Loose ..... $245.50
General Fund Online .... $307.00
Total .................... $5,623.00
Christmas ................. $145.00
Christmas Flower ........ $175.00
Immaculate Conception ... $45.00
Kenrick Seminary ........ $105.00
Maintenance & Repair ... $380.00
Retired Religious ........... $40.00
SVDP ......................... $70.00
Solemnity of Mary ......... $85.00
Tuition Assistance ......... $79.00
Votive ....................... $57.20
Debt ............................... $ ......... $95.00(YTD)
Tuition Assistance ............... $ ........$673.00(YTD)
Endowment Fund................. $ ........$215.00(YTD)

Third Sunday of Advent

Readings for the week of December 11, 2012
Sunday:
Monday:

Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/
Jdt 13/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Tuesday:
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34/Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25/Ps 85/Lk 7:18b-23
Thursday:
Is 54:1-10/Ps 30/Lk 7:24-30
Friday:
Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Ps 67/Jn 5:33-36
Saturday:
Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72/Mt 1:1-17
Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24
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PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS, NOTES & EVENTS
Church Decorating

Everyone is invited
to help decorate our church for Christmas. We
will be decorating on Sunday, December 18,
2016 starting at 11:30 pm. Thank you for giving of your time and talents for your parish.
Lynn, Mary Ann and Helen.

‘Tis the Season for Gift Cards! The

Christmas season is upon us and we have
increased our variety of in-stock certificates
to help make your Christmas shopping stress
free! For a temporary period we will have the
following gift cards in stock: Amazon-$25,
Applebee’s- $25, Chili’s- $25, Jack in the Box$10, JC Penney-$25, O’Charley’s-$25, Pizza Hut-$10, Red
Lobster-$25, Starbucks-$10, Steak-n-Shake-$10, Subway$10, Taco Bell-$10, and Wendy’s-$10. We also have all of
our regular in-stock gift cards. Please see the order forms
located near the main entrance to church for the full listing of available gift cards. For questions , please see one
of the volunteers or call Trish at the parish office, 7811199. Certificates ordered on Monday will be ready for
pick up by the following Friday. Place your Christmas
orders today!

Ladies Guild News

Our monthly card social will be held on Monday, December 19th at 10:00 am in
the Assumption Room.
Our regular meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 14h at 11:30 am in the Assumption Room. This will
be our Christmas party. A great luncheon will be served,
along with some games and surprises. Please send $5.00 to:
Jan Holmes
6225 Arsenal Street
St. Louis, MO 63139
Telephone - 314-644-4299. Reservations are needed, deadline by Monday, December 12th.
We will be taking up a cash collection for St. Vincent
DePaul to help make a nice Christmas for someone. Have a
blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Marilyn, Nancy , Sue and Gloria

Candy Sales

The Epiphany Cub Scouts will be selling
candy bars to raise funds for the purchase/construction on
a new Pinewood Derby track. We have 3 different types
available, plain, caramel, and with nuts. The cost is $1.00
per bar. There will be a small table set up to the right of
the church entrance near the small fenced area where the
scouts will be selling the candy bars on the weekend of
December 18th.

St. Vincent DePaul
Adopt-A-Family
for Christmas

Church Christmas Cleaning

Help
needed to clean our church for the Christmas
season. The date is set for Thursday, December 15th after the 8 am Mass. Cleaning supplies are furnished; just bring rags and buckets. Refreshments will be served after cleaning in the Assumption Room. For more information contact
Gloria at 647-8731 or Dolores at 644-0067.

Pleases consider adopting a family for Christmas. If you or
someone you know is in need of assistance for the Christmas Holidays, please contact St. Vincent DePaul through
the parish business office, 314-781-1199.

Kasey Paige

Toiletries Plus Collection- Epiphany volunteers will join Joan of Arc and St. Mark’s Episcopal
volunteers to give a Christmas party at Kasey Paige on Dec
10th. Please donate any of the following items that we
will pack in small gift bags for the residents. Thank you for
your generosity. Shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, bath soap, hand or body lotion ,pens, writing paper/notebooks, gloves and socks for men and women.
Please leave the donations in the box marked Kasey Paige
in the vestibule by 9 am Dec 10.

Flower Power Got a little extra change jingling in
your pocket? Why not put it in an envelope marked
“Flower Power” and help defray the cost of decorating
our Church!

Christmas Trees Boy Scout Troop 336 of

St. Michael’s Parish in Shrewsbury will be selling
Christmas trees from their lot in the Mackenzie
Pointe Shopping Center. Hours are from 6-9 pm,
Monday through Friday and 9 am - 9 pm Saturday and Sunday. Your patronage is appreciated
by our scouts!

2017 Calendar collection- your extra 2017 calendars

are wanted for persons in nursing homes, Kasey Paige, and
those starting over from scratch. Please leave your calendars in the box marked Kasey Paige Donations through February. Thanks for sharing your time and energy!

Retrouvaille Program

YOU Can Help Your Marriage
– 25% of surveyed couples say they are “Happily Married”.
For everyone else there is Retrouvaille. Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with each other? Are you constantly
fighting? Or so you simply shut down? Have you thought
about separation or divorce? Does talking only make it
worse? For information on the Retrouvaille Program, visit
the website www.HelpOurMarriage.com or call 1-800-4702230. The next Program begins the weekend of FEBRUARY 3, 2017.

You’re Invited! Please join us for the Fourth Annual

Christmas Concert, Sounds of the Season: An Afternoon
of Song and Prayer on Sunday, January 1, 2017 at 2:00
pm at St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church, 5821 Pernod,
63139. Featured performers include: Joy Boland, Tamara
Campbell, Emily DePauw, Abbey Fronick, Peter Merideth,
Jill O’Brien, Matt and Mary Pentecost, Clara Richter, and
Mark Saunders, plus other talented, surprise guests. The
St. Joan of Arc Children’s Choir will also sing! No admission charge. A free will offering can be made to support
the music ministry at St. Joan of Arc Parish.

St Matthias Book Fair January 13-14-15, 2017

Friday, Jan 13 PREVIEW NIGHT 4-9 pm $5 ADMISSION
Saturday, Jan 14 8 am - 6 pm FREE ADMISSION
Sunday, Jan 15 9 am - 4 pm FREE ADMISSION
Noon to 4 pm $5.00 for a bag of books
Tax exempt organizations: Bring proof of eligibility for
free books Sunday 5:00 - 6:30 pm. Call Sandy at (314) 544
-2162 after 3 pm or email smaevents2017@yahoo.com.

Our Lady’s Inn Maternity Homes

is having
their Annual Trivia Night – Saturday, January 14th at
Chaminade College Prep School (425 S. Lindbergh). Doors
open at 6:00 p.m. and trivia begins at 7:00 p.m. Cost is
$25 per person and $200 for a table of ten. For more information or to register, visitwww.ourladysinn.org or call
Katrina at 314-736-1544.
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