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LIVING OUR FAITH
From the Desk of Fr. Thomas Pastorius,
1. Epiphany of Our Lord House Blessing
All make the Sign of the Cross.
Head of Household: "Peace be to this house and: to all who dwell here, in the name of the Lord.
All: Blessed be God forever.
Reader: In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things come to be through him, and without him nothing came to be..... And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth. (John 1:1-3.14)
Using chalk, write on the outside of your house, above or next to an entrance write:
Option 1
+20 Christus Mansionem Benedicat 16+
These words mean. "May Christ bless this house"
(Each word could be written by a different member of the household.)
or optionally you may use the names of the Magi
Option 2
+20 Caspar Melchior Balthazar 16+ (or their initials)
All: Lord God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of a star.
Bless this house and all who inhabit it. May we be blessed with health, goodness of heart, gentleness and the keeping of your law. Fill us with the light of Christ, that our love for each other may go out to all. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
2.
Feast of Epiphany Pot Luck Dinner
I would like to invite everyone to join us for our annual parish potluck dinner. This is a great way for everyone to get together and celebrate the gift our parish is to each one of us.
God bless,
Fr. Tom

Beyond Sunday Campaign
Epiphany of Our Lord Parish
Epiphany of Our Lord Parish is in the midst of conducting the Beyond Sunday
campaign. This campaign will be implemented at every parish in our Archdiocese and is a significant part of Archbishop Carlson’s Alive in Christ! strategic plan to strengthen Catholic schools and
parishes. Every Catholic household in the Archdiocese is being asked to prayerfully consider giving a sacrificial gift to the
campaign. We will share more details in the coming weeks about how the funds will be specifically used to benefit Epiphany of Our Lord Parish as well as the entire Archdiocese of St. Louis.
To start, what is the rationale for the campaign?
In 2018, the Archdiocese will celebrate the 200th Anniversary of Catholic education in the Archdiocese of St. Louis.
Throughout two centuries we have been guided by the Holy Spirit and sustained through the thriving spirit of Catholicism
in St. Louis. It is time to be grateful for past blessings and plan for the future! It is the responsibility of today’s Catholics
to ensure that our parishes and schools have the resources to provide the proper environment to teach, prepare, and nurture the next generation of Catholics.
Annually we educate approximately 58,000 students in our 140 Catholic schools and through our numerous religious education programs. Our objective with this campaign is to raise more than $100 million to:
Create an Education Fund that will give middle-income families access to scholarship aid, ensure that our schools remain competitive to attract and retain skilled teachers and staff, and provide the resources necessary to ensure the latest technological and educational advancements are made available to our students. The Education Fund will also give
each parish the ability to address their individual needs by raising funds for their own use.
Thank you to those who have already pledged a sacrificial gift to the Beyond Sunday campaign!
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LIVING OUR FAITH
Spiritual Ponderings

Loving The Church

About once a year, I take the time to host what I call a “teaching Mass” in which instead of celebrating Mass, I go
through and explain the different parts of the Mass. At the end of the night, I always host an open forum in which people
can ask any question they wish. At my last teaching Mass, one of the people in attendance began to talk about his hopes
that Pope Francis would change a lot of things. I challenged the man to love the Church we have and not the one that he
hoped for. I went on to explain to him that staying in the Church hoping that the Church would change was like a husband who promised to love his wife only after she lost twenty pounds. Ever since then my heart has been wrestling with
the idea of “loving the Church, I have,” and how could I do this better? To answer that question, I decided to reflect on
the advice that I give engaged couples as I prepare them for marriage and I came up with 10 ways in which we can love
the Church we are in.
1. Positive Sentiment Override
At my first parish there was a person on the staff that actually drove me crazy. Her theology was so completely opposite
of mine that I wondered how she could call herself Catholic. It infuriated me that the pastor would not fire her and
whenever we were assigned to work together, we did nothing but bump heads. Knowing that Jesus teaches us to love
our enemies, I started trying positive sentiment override. Fifteen minutes before I would meet with her, I stopped and I
said a prayer, in which I thanked God for three good qualities in her, I discovered overtime, that I began to treat her better and we were able to work better together. I have discovered when I find my patience being tested by the Church in
one way or the other that all I have to do is to think about the Church’s positive qualities and I fall in love with her all
over again.
Here are three positive qualities about the Church to get you started.
1. The Catholic Church is the only Church that can trace its roots all the way back to the apostles and the only one that
Christ promised would not be wrong in matters of faith and morals.
2. The Catholic Church is the largest charitable organization in the world helping people everywhere no matter what
their race or nationality is.
3. The Catholic Church has the Sacraments especially the Eucharist.
2. Criticism Verses Complaining
Many relationship counselors write that it is alright to complain about problems, but one should avoid criticizing their
partner at all cost. Complaining to them is grumbling about how an event or action that affected you in a negative way
and criticizing goes beyond that to attack the human nature of his or her spouse. I have discovered personally it is better
for me to complain sometimes about the Church than to hold it in. While complaining though, I strive hard to avoid criticizing the Church (attacking her human and divine nature) realizing at the same time that Jesus often found himself frustrated with His apostles.
Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyen Van Thuan, a Vietnamese bishop who was held in prison and tortured for his faith wrote
this in his book called: The Road of Hope: A Gospel from Prison: “A person who really loves the Church does not seek to
destroy it.” He went on to write: “During the last two thousand years, the Church has been betrayed by apostles, popes,
cardinals, bishops, priests, religious, and lay people in extraordinary ways which Paul VI called “self-destruction.” However, after each of these upheavals, the Church has renewed itself and become ever more fresh and brilliant and strong.
The Church continues to live the mystery of the passion and resurrection.”
Psychologists and counselors talk sometimes about the fundamental attribution error. This is where we human beings
tend to attribute more ill will and intention to someone else than to ourselves. If a person cuts us off in traffic it is because he is a jerk. If we cut someone off it was accident or it was necessary. Most of the time, when we get hurt by
others there is no premeditation involved. Most bad things happen out of neglect than malice/ill will.

The Epiphany of the Lord Lectionary:

20 Gospel Mt 2:1-12

Scripture Reflection: One Scripture scholar suggested that Mary and Joseph had to use the gifts of the magi in order to
pay for their trip to Egypt. The scholar went on to say that while these gifts are nice, it was Mary and Joseph’s detachment from them that allowed them to use God’s purpose.
Reflection Questions:
1. What do you think Mary and Joseph did with the gifts?
2. How does detachment from wealth help demonstrate our trust in God?
3. Would you have treated the shepherd (the poor) and the magi (rich scholars) the same?
4. How have you shown God that You love Him?
5. How wise or foolish do you think Herod is in attempting to cancel out God’s plan?
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LITURGIES & SCHEDULES
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

OUR PARISH THIS WEEK

Sunday, January 3 The Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 am Mary Heumann
10:30 am Parishioners

Monday - Saturday January 4-9
 7:30 am - Rosary, Church
Sunday, January 3
 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR
 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 9:15 am RCIA, CMR
 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 4-6:30 pm - Parish Potluck, Gym

Monday, January 4
8:00 am Joe LeGrand
Tuesday, January 5
8:00 am Morning Prayer
5:30 pm James Turner
Wednesday, January 6
8:00 am Dan Nerviani

Monday, January 4
 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall

Thursday, January 7
8:00 am Lorraine Becker

Tuesday, January 5
 6:30 pm - Little Flowers, UH
 6:30 pm - Blue Knights, UH
 7:00 pm - Pillars of Faith, CMR

Friday, January 8
8:00 am Don & Sean Welby
Saturday, January 9
8:00 am Kim McDonough
5:00 pm Tracy Thomas (Special Intentions)

Wednesday, January 6
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 6:30 pm - Bells Practice, Church
 7:30 pm - Choir Practice, Church

Sunday, January 10
8:00 am Parishioners
10:30 am Leo & Ann Bereswill

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE HOMEBOUND & SICK OF OUR PARISH
Ethan Strauss

Ethan Sonderman

Mary Hipskind

Vicky Tacchi

Chris Perron

Dominic Caputa

Daniel Barr

Christine Weber

READINGS

FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY

Thursday, January 7
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 7:00 pm - Baptism Class, CMR
 7:30 pm - Prayer Group, Church

3, 2016

Sunday:

Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13/Eph 3:2-3a,
5-6/Mt 2:1-12
Monday:
1 Jn 3:22--4:6/Ps 2:7-8, 10-12/Mt 4:12-17,
23-25
Tuesday:
1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/Mk 6:45-52
Thursday:
1 Jn 4:19--5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14-15, 17/
Lk 4:14-22a
Friday:
1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-15, 19-20/Lk 5:12-16
Saturday:
1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-6, 9/Jn 3:22-30
Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11 or Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 104:1b-4,
24-25, 27-30/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7 or
Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

Friday, January 8
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 3:30-6:30 pm - Dance, UH & AR
Saturday, January 9
Sunday, January 10
 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR
 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 9:15 am RCIA, CMR
 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 11:30 am - Liturgy Committee Meeting, CMR

Catholic Radio

Make a resolution to listen to AM
1080 WRYT Catholic Radio in the New Year. Tune in to
daily Holy Mass, the Divine Mercy Chaplet, and the Rosary.
Participate in live call-in shows on the faith, such as Catholic Answers Live, Open Line, Called to Communion, and
more. For a program schedule and a free CD call (314) 752
-7000 or toll free at (877) 305-1234.

IL Ritiro "Female Body, Female Soul;
The spirituality of being a woman"
“Female Body, Female Soul; the Spirituality of being a
woman" Saturday, February 20, 2016 9:00 am - 3:30 pm IL
Ritiro Franciscan Retreat Center-P.O. Box 38 7935 St.
Francis Lane - Dittmer, MO 63023 For info and to register:
check our website -- register and pay through pay pal;
email us: il.ritiro@gmail.com or call us at 636-274-0554
Presenter: Kathleen Davis

Mark Your Calendar

to Attend our first Fish Fry
of the Year…Friday, January 29th. Dinners will be served
in the gym from 4:30-7:00 pm. Carry outs are available.
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PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS, NOTES & EVENTS
The 17th St. Louis Marian Conference

Peter & Paul Community Services
10th Annual Trivia Night

Jan. 15, 16, 17, 2016 held at the Renaissance Hotel, 9801
Natural Bridge St. Louis, MO 63134. Your spiritual weekend includes inspiring speakers, Holy Mass, Adoration
Chapel, Confession. Scott Kennebeck, Executive Director
of the St. Louis Cathedral Concerts will sing and lead the
Liturgy. Confirmed speakers are:
Fr. Christopher Collins, SJ; Fr. David Gunter,
MIC, Judy Klein; Fr. Mark Mary, Fr. Mitch
Pacwa, SJ; Fr. Tom Sullivan, CPM; Fr. Charles
Becker; Msgr. John J. Hickel; Fr. Mark Whelan,
SOLT; Community of Cenacolo America.
Enclose copy of bulletin notice for $5.00 discount. Call 314
423-1075. Complete details on our website: www.stlmarianconference.net With hotel reservation
waive youth age 12-25 conference registration fee. Hotel 314 429-1100 for reservation at $79.00.

Peter & Paul Community Services is hosting their 10th
annual Trivia Night on Saturday, January 9, 2016 at St.
Justin the Martyr Parish Center. Their parish center is located at 11914 Eddie & Park Road, Sunset Hills, MO
63126. The event beings at 7:30 pm, doors open at 6:45
pm.
Registration is $20.00 per person, which includes soda and beer, with 8 players per table.
The Trivia Night benefits Peter & Paul Community
Services programs. An Emergency Shelter, Three Transitional Programs, Permanent Supportive Housing and a
Meals Program allow PPCS staff and volunteers to reach
over 3500 men, women and children who are homeless
each year.
Checks can be made payable and sent to:
Peter & Paul Community Services
2612 Wyoming Street
St. Louis, MO 63118
Call 314-338-8189 to reserve your table soon, as
space fills up quickly!

Congratulations

to the Men’s Club Alpha Square winners for December 2015
George Limpert
$100
(L26)
George Limpert
$25
(L25)
Denny Siedner
$25
(L1)
Nikki Robin
$25
(K26)
Larry Meyers
$25
(M26)

Our Lady’s Inn Trivia

Saturday, January 16, 2016
(Super Hero theme) to benefit Our Lady’s Inn, being
held at Chaminade College Prep School Atrium, 425 South
Lindbergh, STL, MO 63131. Doors open at 6:30 pm, trivia
starts at 7:00 pm. Cost is $25 per person /$200 per table
of 8. Price includes 2 free drinks per person! Light snacks
will be provided. Mulligans, raffle items and silent auction. For more information or to register visit: www.ourladysinn.org or call Amy Rager @ 314-7361544. All proceeds from the event will benefit Our Lady’s
Inn, an emergency shelter for homeless pregnant women
and their children.
Our Lady's Inn is a maternity shelter and aftercare
program that provides a loving home and an array of services supporting pregnant women and their children suffering from homelessness.

Description: Desert Day!

How often have you
said to yourself: I really need a day of prayer and quiet! Desert Days are just that. The desert has always
been a symbol for a meeting place with God. Come to the
quiet at Sanguis Christi Spirituality at 3522 Utah Street,
St. Louis, Missouri on Tuesday, January 5, 2016 from
9:30 am - 3:30 pm and let God speak to your heart. The
day will begin with Lectio Divina on the day's Scripture. The remainder of the day is solitude, quiet, reflection, and rest. Opportunity to talk with a spiritual director is available. Lunch is provided and we ask a free will
offering. For more information or to register, contact Sr.
Carol Orf at 314-560-1028 or by email at corf@cppsofallon.org

OUR OFFERING FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 19-20,
Sunday Collection
General Fund ........... $5,897.00
General Fund Loose ..... $281.90
General Fund Online .... $597.50
Total ................... $6,776.40

South City Deanery PSR Trivia &
Silent Auction

2015

Join us for Trivia and Silent Auction on Saturday, January
30, 2016 at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Center, 4070
Blow Street. Doors will open at 6:00 pm and the trivia
starts at 7:00 pm. Tickets are $20 per person for tables of
8. Price includes beer, soda and snacks. Please plan ahead
and purchase your tickets early. For tickets or additional
information contact Greg DeLassus at 314-810-6735 or by
email at gdelassu@gmail.comTickets will also be available
at the door.

Christmas ................... $18.00
Christmas Flower .......... $78.00
Immaculate Conception ... $6.00
Kenrick Seminary .......... $10.00
Maintenance & Repair .. $575.00
SVDP ......................... $10.00
Solemnity .................... $8.00
Votive ....................... $31.50
Debt ............................... $ ........$886.00(YTD)
Tuition Assistance ............... $ ........$409.00(YTD)
Endowment Fund ................ $ ............... $(YTD)
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January Theology on Tap

will feature Dr. Ed Hogan speaking on "A Just Mercy: A Catholic Approach to the
Death Penalty." This event will be held on January 12th,
2016 at 7 pm at Kirkwood Station Brewing Co. We would
love for you to join us and bring a friend!
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