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LIVING OUR FAITH
From the Desk of Fr. Tom Pastorius,
From the Desk Of….
1. Beyond Sunday Capital Campaign
Beginning last June the Archdiocese of St. Louis began a campaign (Beyond Sunday) to raise money to help secure the future of Catholic education. The goal of the Beyond Sunday campaign is to raise money to help Catholic parishes and
schools in three ways. (1)The campaign desires to create a scholarship fund to help middle class families with Catholic
tuition. (2)The campaign wishes to provide money in the form of grants teachers who are developing new and better
ways of teaching their subject matter. Currently many of our teachers are prohibited from applying for other similar
grants because of church/state politics. (3) Finally 40% of the money raised will be returned to the parish that contributed it so that other parish needs which are different from one parish to another may be met. Our current plan at Epiphany
is to use the money we receive from Beyond Sunday to install ice-breakers (little metal spikes) along the Church roof.
Currently large blocks of ice form on our roof during the winter months and as the Church begins to heat up the ice
chunks break off and come crashing down. Often on the way down these ice-chunks come crashing down on our gutters
and ac unit. These ice-breakers will break the ice up into smaller manageable pieces and therefore help keep our gutter
(which we will need to replace also) attached to our church roof. This should help eliminate that last few spots where
water seeps in and damages our plaster walls. While fixing this problem is not glamorous, it continues to be one huge
step our parish can take now to preserve our church building for future generations.
All parishes of the Archdiocese are participating in Beyond Sunday campaign over the next two years. Epiphany of Our
Lord has just finished the silent phase of the campaign and we are now ready to begin the public phase of the campaign.
Over the next few weeks you will learn more about the Beyond Sunday Campaign from the bulletin, your fellow parishioners, and the pulpit. As we begin this public phase of the campaign, I would ask only one thing of all of you. I would like
you all to participate by at least filling out the pledge card when the time comes even if your pledge is zero. I promise I
will not think less of anyone who does not give to the campaign because I already know how generous all of you are already. Turning in your card (even if the pledge is zero) will demonstrate to other parishes that we at Epiphany do care
about Catholic Education and will do what we can to support Catholic Education even if all we have to offer is our prayers.
Finally, I want to share with you a thought I had about contributing to the Beyond Sunday Campaign. As I began to pray
about whether or not to give to the Beyond Sunday Campaign, I was struck with how blest I was to receive Catholic education. My mom and dad worked hard to try to put six of us through Catholic School but I know now that they could not
have afford to pay full tuition for each of us to go to Catholic School and so I know that I was blessed to have been able to
attend Catholic Schools because of the generosity of others. I also firmly believe that I would not have had the same success in public school academically that I found in Catholic school and so my decision to contribute to Beyond Sunday is
twofold. First, I want to say thank you to the anonymous benefactors that helped me have a Catholic education and secondly, I know that if I can help but one child receive even a part of a Catholic education then I am changing the world for
the better.
2. Stewardship Cards
Some people have told me that they were not planning on returning their stewardship card and that they thought the
whole idea was offensive. First, let me say that I meant no one any hurt feelings. My goal with the stewardship cards is
simply to get a better idea of what people plan to give in the upcoming year. As it is right now, the Finance Council,
John Ellison (Business Manger/Bookkeeper) simply pull numbers out of the air and hope they are right (we do so looking at
last few years numbers and other things but in the end it is simply a guess on our part). We know that we would be much
better at developing our budget if we could have a commitment (that is not written in stone)from all of you as to what
you plan to give. The more accurate we are in our budget the better we will be at keeping Epiphany of Our Lord financially stable for years to come.
3. Parish Penance Service is today (Sunday December 13, 2015)
I would like to invite you to come and celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation today at 2PM. We will have three
priests hearing confessions at 2PM. This is a great way to participate in the Year of Mercy. If you are afraid to go maybe
think of it as a spiritual car wash, during this cold weather it is important to run your car through a car wash in order to
get the winter grime off of your car otherwise the salt and yuck will start to eat at your car’s paint, etc.
4. Christmas Mass and New Year Mass Schedule
Christmas Masses will be 5PM and 10PM on Christmas Eve and 8AM and 10:30AM on Christmas Day. New Year’s Day is also
the feast of Mary the Mother of God and is a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass times will be December 31 st at 5PM and 9AM on
January 1st.
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LIVING OUR FAITH
5. Christmas Decorating
December 20th after the 10:30AM Mass, we will decorate our Church for Christmas. We would like to invite everyone in
the parish to help.
6. Advent Goals
Please help us make Jesus comfortable by participating in our parish Advent goals program. It is simple. Think of one
thing that you are going to do to grow in your faith this upcoming week. Right it down on a piece of paper and run it
through the shredder after Mass. Then take the shreds and add it to our manger scene. The more good deeds we do the
more comfortable Jesus will be this Christmas resting in our manger.
December 13, 2015 Third Sunday of Advent Lectionary: 9 Gospel Lk 3:10-18
Scripture Reflection: “What should we do?” What an amazing question to ask, but what a simple answer John the Baptist gives them. They are not to go off on some quest, find some ring of power, rescue some princess, fight a fire breathing dragon, or earn a million dollars. They are simple to be the best and most virtuous person they can be. Tax collectors do not have to stop being tax collectors; they simply have to be the most honest tax collector that they can be.
Reflection Questions:
1. What would John say to you if you asked him the question “What should we do?”
2. What do you think that they thought John was going to tell them to do?
3. What would the Pharisees and Chief priest have told them to do?
4. How is this good news?
5. How do you think that John the Baptist remained humble through his successes?
Spiritual Ponderings
Hunting for God’s Church
What would cause a successful pastor of a Christian mega-church to give up everything and become Catholic? In the
book: Confessions of a Mega-Church Pastor: How I Discovered the Hidden Treasures of the Catholic Church, Allen Hunt
explains why he left his successful mega-Church to become Catholic. He also invites Catholics to reflect and learn more
about their Catholic heritage so that they may come to understand the sometimes hidden (or at least sometimes taken
for granted) of the Catholic Church. Quotes from the book will be in bold and my thoughts will be in regular font.
Not only does Paul describe the Eucharist, he does so in language just like that of the first three Gospel writers.
That Eucharist language must have been really important in the early Church. Everyone was speaking the same language.
Moreover, John in a world unto himself. His Gospel is totally unlike the other Gospels. Yet again he uses the
same language they do on one key topic; the Eucharist? How can this be? Very simple. The early believers all spoke
the same language when it came to the focal point of their faith, the Eucharist
Virtually no other words of Jesus in the gospel are replicated, almost verbatim, word for word, in the letters of
Paul. Yet Paul’s phrasing matches that of the gospel writers too. Sometimes I had also missed that important fact in
all my studies and in all my preparations.
In other words, there is more uniformity of language in the key New Testament writers regarding the Eucharist
and Jesus’ word about His Body and blood than on any other topic.
Historians often point out that laws are not made unless there are problems and things that everyone agree upon are not
debated. The early Church argued, debated, and discerned many things: the nature of the Trinity, Jesus’ divinity, Mary’s
role in salvation, and much more; but the early Church never argued or debated about the Eucharist. The Eucharist was
the Body and Blood of Jesus.
Fulton Sheen in the Life of Christ, I think summarize the Church’s feelings about the Eucharist when he comments on
Jesus declaring Himself the Bread of Life in John 6 and allowing people to leave: “ Our Blessed Lord would certain-

ly never have permitted them to leave if they had not understood what He had said, namely, that He
would give us His very life as our life. It could only be that understanding it correctly, they could not
swallow it. And He permitted them to leave.”
After all, early martyrs had been willing to die so as not to compromise their convictions about the presence of
Christ in the Eucharist.
It is sad that so many people do not realize what a gift they have in the Eucharist since so many people have died
throughout history protecting it.
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LITURGIES & SCHEDULES
Please note that our parish secretary was out this week
with an unexpected illness. I stepped in with 1 hour to
go before the deadline to piece together this bulletin. I
am sorry for any information that has been left out.
Please know it was not done on purpose.

St. Vincent DePaul
Adopt-A-Family for Christmas
Pleases consider adopting a family for
Christmas. If you or someone you know is in
need of assistance for the Christmas
Holidays, please contact St. Vincent DePaul through the
parish business office, 314-781-1199.

Thank you and God bless
Fr. Tom Pastorius

Spiritual Ponderings Continued By going to a Catholic
church, I knew exactly what I would be getting. The
worship would not be focused on the sermon, the
preacher, or the music; it would be focused on the altar
and on the Eucharist. If the message was good that
would be great. If the music was rich, that would be
just fine too. But that really was not the point. The
point is the Eucharist.

Heavenly Dusters

The Christmas
Church cleaning will be Thursday, December 17th after the 8 am Mass. Bring
your own buckets & rags, we have all
the cleaning supplies needed. Refreshments served after cleaning in the Assumption Room.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday Offerings Report

Second Sunday of Advent, December 6
8:00 am TBA
10:30 am TBA
Monday, December 7
8:00 am TBA
Tuesday, December 8
5:30 pm TBA
Wednesday, December 9
8:00 am TBA
Thursday, December 10
8:00 am TBA

Not Applicable this week because I am not sure what file
Trish has it stored under. I will try to have her put in this
weeks and next when she gets back.

The Night Before Christmas
A more spiritual version of the famous
Christmas story
By Sister St. Thomas, B.N.D. de N

Friday, December 11
8:00 am TBA
Saturday, December 12
8:00 am TBA
5:00 pm TBA

Twas the night before Christmas, and all through the
town,
St. Joseph was searching, walking up roads and down;
Our Lady was waiting, so meek and so mild,
While Joseph was seeking a place for the Child;

Third Sunday of Advent, December 13
8:00 am TBA
10:30 am TBA

The children were nestled, each snug in their beds,
The grown-ups wouldn’t bother, there’s no room they
said;
When even the innkeeper sent them away,
Joseph was wondering, where they would stay;

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE HOMEBOUND & SICK OF OUR PARISH
Ethan Strauss

Ethan Sonderman

Mary Hipskind

Vicky Tacchi

Chris Perron

Dominic Caputa

Daniel Barr

Christine Weber

He thought of the caves in the side of the hills,
Lets go there said Mary, it’s silent and still;
The moon on the breast of the new fallen snow,
Made pathways of light for their tired feet to go;

Church Decorating
Everyone is invited to help decorate
our church for Christmas. We will be
decorating on Sunday, December 20,
2015 starting at 12:30 pm. Thank
you for giving of your time and talents for your parish. Lynn, Mary Ann
and Helen.
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And there in a cave, in a cradle of hay,
Our Savior was born on that first Christmas Day!
The Father was watching in heaven above,
He sent for His angels, His couriers of love;
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PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS, NOTES & EVENTS

Epiphany Gift Certificates The shopping season is well upon us and
we have extra gift cards in stock for your Christmas purchases! A
few weeks ago we mailed out our annual stewardship newsletter.
Included in the newsletter were the profit figures for the sales of
certificates over the course of the last 15 years. In case you missed
it, I would like to share the details with you. Since the program began in May of 2000, we have earned a total profit of $326,749.00!
That’s an average of $21,783.26 per year. This profit was made at
NO EXTRA COST TO ANYONE!
There is no easier fundraiser to participate in than the certificate
program. All it takes is just a few extra minutes of your time. Simply purchase your certificates before heading out to the store or restaurant.
It’s that simple! You get dollar per dollar on your purchases! We
have many in-stock certificates and literally hundreds of non-stock
certificates that we can order for you. Listed below are the certificates we currently have in stock. To order non-stock certificates,
please pick up a form from one of the volunteers at the main entrance of church or stop by the parish office, complete the form
and return to the office. Orders are placed on Monday by Noon and
ready for pick up by the following Friday. For more information or
to place an order, please contact Trish at 314-781-1199.
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