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LIVING OUR FAITH
From the Desk of Fr. Thomas Pastorius,
1. Holy Day of Obligation: Feast of the Immaculate Conception December 8 th
This Tuesday is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. It is a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass Times will be at 8 AM and 7
PM. There will not be a 5:30 PM Mass.
PRAYER TO THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
We praise you, Lord, in this daughter of Israel, who sang the songs of David, who knew the deeds of Judith, and held in
her heart the burning words of Isaiah. We pray as Mary did: may your name be holy, may the hungry be filled and the rich
know hunger, may the proud be scattered and the oppressed raised up, may your love be ever with your people. We make
our prayer always through Mary's child, for from her arose the sun of justice, Jesus, who is Lord forever and ever. Amen.
2. Faith & Family Programming December 8, 2015: 2nd Tuesday
Due to December 8th being the Feast of the Immaculate Conception participants in the men’s and women’s sessions should
consult their group leader as to whether or not you will be meeting.
3. Christmas Mass and New Years Mass
Christmas Masses will be 5 PM and 10 PM on Christmas Eve and 8 AM and 10:30 AM on Christmas Day. New Year’s Day is
also the Feast of Mary, the Mother of God and is a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass times will be December 31 st at 5 PM and
9 AM on January 1st.
4.
Special Mass Intention and Bulletin For Christmas.
Do not forget to make your Flower Power donations before December 20 th so that your love one can be remembered in
our special Christmas bulletin. Donations can be made through the flower power envelope or by calling the rectory.
5. Special Morning of Prayer for Advent and the Year of Mercy
Joe Farris will be returning to Epiphany of Our Lord to lead a special morning of prayer on December 12, from
8 AM – 12 Noon. He will be speaking to us of Pope Francis’s call for all of us to focus on God’s Mercy in this upcoming
year of Mercy. Please mark your calendars now and invite a friend or two to join you.
6. Parish Penance Service
Our Advent Parish Penance Service will December 13th at 2 PM in the Church. I will have at least two other priests available to assist with celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
7. Advent Goals/Making Jesus Comfortable/Filling Jesus’ Stable.
Please remember to participate in our parish advent program by writing down or drawing a picture that you are going to
do for the upcoming week. Then please bring the sheet of paper with you to Church and after Mass have it shredded and
added to the hay of Jesus’ stable.
God bless,
Fr. Tom

Second Sunday of Advent

Lectionary: 5 Gospel mk 1:1-8

Spiritual Reflection: At first the description of John sounds a little weird to us but a little study of the Old Testament
and we discover this is how Elijah the prophet dressed and what he ate. In a way, John’s clothing and actions show that
he is a prophet. What do our actions say about who we are?
Spiritual Questions:
1. What does the way you (and only you don’t focus on others) dress say about you?
2. What actions do you do that allow people to know that you are a Catholic?
3. What words or actions at Mass do you wish that you understood better?
4. John realized that Jesus was so much more than he was. How do you take into account God’s greatness?
5. What does it mean to be baptized?

Heavenly Dusters

St. Vincent DePaul
Adopt-A-Family for Christmas

The Christmas
Church cleaning will be Thursday, December 17th after the 8 am Mass. Bring your
own buckets & rags, we have all the
cleaning supplies needed. Refreshments
served after cleaning in the Assumption
Room.

Second Sunday of Advent

Pleases consider adopting a family for
Christmas. If you or someone you know is in
need of assistance for the Christmas
Holidays, please contact St. Vincent DePaul through the
parish business office, 314-781-1199.
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LIVING OUR FAITH
Spiritual Ponderings

Hunting for God’s Church

I was sitting in an airport recently and I had just finished the book I was reading and still had an hour to kill before my
flight would board. I, therefore, took out my IPad and began to browse the different books being offered. I came across a
book that caught my attention it was called Confessions of a Mega-Church Pastor: How I Discovered the Hidden Treasures
of the Catholic Church. I was intrigued because I am always hearing how Catholics are leaving the Catholic Church for
Protestant mega-churches and so I thought it would be interesting to read about someone leaving a mega-church to become Catholic. I would like to share with you some of reflections and thoughts on the book.
Let us begin by sharing with you Dr. Hunt’s biography from his Dynamic Catholic website pro-file:
Dr. Allen Hunt is a nationally known speaker and best-selling author. His books include: Confessions of a Mega-Church
Pastor: How I Discovered the Hidden Treasures of the Catholic Church; Everybody Needs to Forgive Somebody; and Nine
Words: A Bible Study to Help You Become the Best-Version-of-Yourself.
Allen stepped aside July 1, 2007, as Senior Pastor at Mount Pisgah, a congregation serving more than 15,000 persons each week through all of its ministries in Alpharetta, Georgia, outside Atlanta. While at Mount Pisgah, Allen
helped to develop comprehensive ministries with children and students as well as a Christian School with over 1200
students; a Beacon of Hope pregnancy resource center; and the Summit Counseling Center.
On January 6 2008, on the Feast of the Epiphany, Allen converted to Catholicism. This transition represented the
culmination of a 15 year journey in which God began leading Allen home to the Church. In many ways, this transition was effected by the prayers of a group of Dominican sisters at Monastery of Our Lady of Grace in North Guilford, Connecticut, who have been praying for Allen since he shared lectures with them during the season of Lent in
1992.
Prior to full-time ministry, Allen worked in management consulting with Kurt Salmon Associates, an international
leader in the textile, apparel, and retail industries. Allen was educated at Mercer (B.B.A.) and Emory (M.Div.) Universities, before earning a Ph.D. in New Testament and Ancient Christian Origins from Yale University.
Allen and his wife, Anita, live in Atlanta. They have two grown daughters.
Quotes from the book will be in bold and my thoughts will be in regular font. Let us look now at some interesting
quotes from his book:
How did my transition occur? Not in a single moment of great revelation, but slowly, through a series of experiences. More like a mosaic of God encounters.
The image of one’s life being a mosaic is a beautiful image for many reasons. First is the image of a mosaic reminds us
that the true beauty of a mosaic is only seen when looking at the image of a whole. What might look like an out of place
piece close up becomes the only piece that could connect the pieces around it in order to form the image. I know that
God called me a little at a time toward the priesthood. I did not receive a voice from a burning bush, a lightning bolt, or
a voice from heaven. I had a lot of little things that guided me toward God’s will for me.
Without my expecting and certainly without my invitation, God began to reveal to me irresistible treasures hidden
in the walls of the old house known as the Catholic Church.
When I read this line, from Allen Hunt’s book, it made me think of the times I used to play video games like Super Mario
Brothers and the Legend of Zelda. If you moved too quickly through the game you could end up missing special weapons
and even special levels. The Catholic Church is close to 2,000 years old and has benefited from having as a part of it
men and women from many different cultures and these men and women have often shared with the Church in some way
their unique point of view and this has helped the Church grow and refine its thinking. Often we act like the karate kid
(in the original movie) not realizing that we are learning valuable lessons as we practice the rituals our teacher (the
Church) has us doing. Sadly this leads to many people leaving the Church without really knowing what they have given
up.
At times, God uses friendships in remarkable ways. We listen to real friends. To strangers, we often turn a deaf ear
or a cold shoulder. But to real friends, we will listen, even when listening stretches us in new ways. I do not think
Fr. Steven intended to lead me home. Rather, he loved me and my family with an abundance in a time when we
desperately needed it. That friendship and love led to the conversations about things of faith.
If you read Allen’s story you realize that Fr. Steven simply offers Allen the gift of friendship and does not try to convert
him. It is Fr. Steven’s life that inspires Allen to start asking questions and Fr. Steven’s willingness to answer the questions that help Allen in his conversion. Can you explain to others why you are Catholic?

Second Sunday of Advent
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LITURGIES & SCHEDULES
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

OUR PARISH THIS WEEK

Second Sunday of Advent, December 6
8:00 am Parishioners
10:30 am John Ellison, Sr.

Monday - Saturday December 7-12
 7:30 am - Rosary, Church
Sunday, December 6
 8 am - Noon - Breakfast with Santa, UH
 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR
 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 9:15 am RCIA, CMR
 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 11:30 am - Liturgy Committee Meeting, CMR

Monday, December 7
8:00 am Otto Busch
Tuesday, December 8 Immaculate Conception
8:00 am Don & Sean Welby
7:00 pm Parishioners
Wednesday, December 9
8:00 am Joan Osmack

Monday, December 7
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall

Thursday, December 10
8:00 am Joan Osmack
Friday, December 11
8:00 am Joan Osmack
Saturday, December 12
8:00 am Frank Stochla
5:00 pm Audrey Twellmann

Tuesday, December 8 Feast of Immaculate Conception
Parish Office Closed
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym

Third Sunday of Advent, December 13
8:00 am Parihsioners
10:30 am Pat Campbell

Wednesday, December 9
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 6:30 pm - Bells Practice, Church
 7:30 pm - Choir Practice, Church

In observance of the Holy Day, the parish business
office will be closed on Immaculate Conception,
December 8th. This is a Holy Day of Obligation.
Please note the Mass times above.

Thursday, December 10
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 7:00 pm - Prayer Warriors For evangelization, CMR
 7:30 pm - Men’s Club Meeting, AR
 7:30 pm - Prayer Group, Church

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE HOMEBOUND & SICK OF OUR PARISH
Ethan Strauss

Ethan Sonderman

Mary Hipskind

Vicky Tacchi

Chris Perron

Dominic Caputa

Friday, December 11
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 8:30 am - Exposition & Adoration, Church
 3:30-6:30 pm - Dance, UH

Daniel Barr

READINGS

FOR THE WEEK OF

DECEMBER 6, 2015

Saturday, December 12

Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:

Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-6/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6
Is 35:1-10/ Ps 85:9-14/Lk 5:17-26
Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1-4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/
Lk 1:26-38
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10/Mt 11:28-30
Thursday:
Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1, 9-13/Mt 11:11-15
Friday:
Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-4, 6/Mt 11:16-19
Saturday:
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/
Jdt 13:18-19/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-6/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18

Sunday, December 13
 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR
 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 9:15 am RCIA, CMR
 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
Sunday Collection
General Fund .......... $4,756.00
General Fund Loose ...... $282.00
General Fund Online ..... $457.50
Total ................... $5,495.50

Observances
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:

for the Week of December 6, 2015
2nd Sunday of Advent
Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
Wednesday: Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
Thursday:
Friday:
Damasus I, Pope
Saturday:
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent

Second Sunday of Advent

OUR OFFERING FOR
THE WEEK OF
NOVEMBER 28-29,
2015

Christmas................... $25.00
Diaconate .................. $25.00
Immaculate Conception .. $25.00
Maintenance & Repair ... $130.00
Retired Religious .......... $20.00
Solemnity of Mary ......... $25.00
Votive ....................... $47.00
Debt................................ $ ........ $714.00(YTD)
Tuition Assistance ................ $ ........ $301.00(YTD)
Endowment Fund ................. $ ................ $(YTD)
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PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS, NOTES & EVENTS
Epiphany Gift Certificates

Church Decorating

The
shopping season is well upon us and we have
extra gift cards in stock for your Christmas
purchases! A few weeks ago we mailed out
our annual stewardship newsletter. Included
in the newsletter were the profit figures for
the sales of certificates over the course of
the last 15 years. In case you missed it, I would like to
share the details with you. Since the program began in
May of 2000, we have earned a total profit of
$326,749.00! That’s an average of $21,783.26 per year.
This profit was made at NO EXTRA COST TO ANYONE!
There is no easier fundraiser to participate in than the
certificate program. All it takes is just a few extra
minutes of your time. Simply purchase your certificates
before heading out to the store or restaurant. It’s that
simple! You get dollar per dollar on your purchases! We
have many in-stock certificates and literally hundreds of
non-stock certificates that we can order for you. Listed
below are the certificates we currently have in stock. To
order non-stock certificates, please pick up a form from
one of the volunteers at the main entrance of church or
stop by the parish office, complete the form and return to
the office. Orders are placed on Monday by Noon and
ready for pick up by the following Friday. For more information or to place an order, please contact Trish at the
parish office, 314-781-1199.

Everyone is invited to help decorate our
church for Christmas. We will be decorating
on Sunday, December 20, 2015 starting at
12:30 pm. Thank you for giving of your time
and talents for your parish. Lynn, Mary Ann
and Helen.

Ladies Guild News

Our monthly card social will be
held on Monday, December 21st at 10:00 am in the
Assumption Room.
Our regular meeting will be our “Christmas Party”.
Lunch will be served, along with games and prizes. It will
be held on Wednesday, December 16th at 11:30 am in the
Assumption Room. Reservations must be made by Friday,
December 11th. Please send a check for $8.00 to Jan
Holmes, 6225 Arsenal, 63139. Questions call, 644-4299.
“Merry Christmas” - “Happy New Year”
Nancy, Sue, Gloria & Marilyn

Kasey Paige Assisted Loving Christmas Party
(Formerly Loving Care Home) Saturday,
December 12th. Please donate small items such as pens,
notepaper, socks, Kleenex, and personal care items in either full size or travel size (i.e. toothpaste, tooth brushes,
combs, brushes, shampoo. Emery boards, lotion, gloves,
etc.) We are especially in need of items for men. A box
will be in the vestibule from Now through 9 am December
12th. Anyone wanting to help with the sorting and packing
of the donations into gift bags, from 11 am - 12:45 pm, or
at the party, from 2-3:30 pm, please call Catie Shinn at
314-482-6174.

Grocery Stores
Dierbergs - $25 & $100
LeGrand's - $10 & $20
Shop-N-Save - $10, $25 & $100

Breakfast with Santa

Department Stores
JCPenney - $25 & $100
Kohls - $10, $25, $50 & $100
Target - $25 & $100
Walmart - $25 & $100

Cub
Scout Pack 281 presents: Breakfast
with Santa! Sunday, December 6th
from 8 am—Noon in Epiphany’s Upper
Hall. Cost is: adults, $6; children 2-11,
$4. Menu includes: sausage, pancakes,
fruit cup, milk and orange juice. 
Child’s breakfast includes a craft activity. Photo with
Santa available for an additional $5, beginning at 9 am.
Featuring entertainment by the Leaping Lizards.

Pharmacy
CVS - $25
Walgreens - $25 & $100

Specialty Stores
I Tunes - $15
Bath & Body Works - $10

LifeTeen What does it mean to wait well? How can we

Christmas in Hermann

Join Lindenwood Area Senior Ministry on Thursday, December 10th as we tour the
White House Hotel Victorian Christmas, visit Hermann’s
Historic Rotunda in the City Park for Christmas Tablescapes, enjoy lunch and wine tasting at Vintage Restaurant at Stone Hill Winery and take in a Christmas concert
at historic St. Martin’s Church Museum at the Shrine of
Our Lady of Sorrows in Starkenburg. We’ll depart from
the Upper Parking Lot of Southwest Baptist Church (6401
Scanlan Ave.) at 8am and return there at approximately
5:45pm. All-inclusive trip price is $60/person. Reservations: LASM Office at 314-647-4591
or lasmdirector@gmail.com.

Second Sunday of Advent

Restaurants
Biggies $25
Chris $10
El Paisano $10 & $20
IHop - $25
Panera - $10 & $25
Pietros - $10 & $25
TGI Fridays - $25

make the most of our Advent season in order to be able to
wait well and welcome Jesus at Christmas? Join us on
Wednesday, Dec. 11th from 7-9 pm at Bishop DuBourg High
School to find out. As always, prayer, community, and
food are promised!
8TH GRADERS – Save the date! Luke 18 will
be February 12-14, 2016 at Bishop DuBourg High School.
More information will be available as the date gets closer,
but please mark your calendars! Additionally, we will be
in need of families to host teens and serve as a sleep
house for Luke 18. Contact Lauren for more information
on either event at lauren@saintlouislifeteen.org.
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