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MASS & SACRAMENTS
Sunday Masses: 8:00 & 10:30 am
Weekday Masses Monday, Wednesday
Thursday, Friday & Saturdays: 8:00 am
Tuesday Morning Prayer: 8:00 am
Tuesday Mass: 5:30 pm
Saturday Masses 8:00 am and 5:00 pm
Sacrament of Penance: Saturday,
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Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9
months prior to the wedding date.
Funerals: To be arranged by contacting
the Parish Office.
Change of Address or Telephone
Number: Please call the Parish Office.
Bulletin
Deadline:
4:00 pm Monday.
First
Sunday
of Advent

Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come. It is like
a man traveling abroad. He leaves home and places his servants in charge,
each with his work, and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch. Watch,
therefore; you do not know when the lord of the house is coming, whether
in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning. May he
not come suddenly and find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to all:
‘Watch!’”
Mark 13:33-37
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LIVING OUR FAITH
From the Desk of Fr. Thomas Pastorius,
1. Advent Wreath Prayer
Lord our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: he is Emmanuel, the
hope of the peoples, he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, he is the Savior of every nation. Lord God, let your blessing come upon us as we light the
candles of this wreath. May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. May he come quickly and not delay. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.
2. Mass Time Changes
On the following days we will deviate from our normal Mass schedule. Immaculate Conception Mass on December 8th will be at 8 AM and 7 PM. There will be
no 5:30 PM Mass that day. Christmas Mass schedule will be 5 PM and 10 PM
(Christmas Eve) and 8 and 10:30 AM Christmas Day.
3.
Special Mass Intention and Bulletin For Christmas.
Since Christmas does not fall on a Sunday this year there would normally not be
a bulletin handed out at the end of Mass. This year though we are creating a
special bulletin that will include a blessing for your family nativity set, some
Christmas prayers, and we would like to include as a sign of our gratitude the
names of those who donate toward our Church decoration fund or the people
that they would like to donate in memory of. For example, I am planning to
donate in memory of my grandmother Margaret Daly. In addition, the Mass intention for all four Christmas Masses will be for those people. To donate to our
Christmas Flower display in honor of a loved one please take an envelop from
the pew, fill it out and drop it in the Sunday collection or turn it into the rectory. In order to have your loved one’s name (living or deceased) listed in the
Christmas bulletin this year, you must turn in your donation by Sunday December 20th.
4.
Special Morning of Prayer
Joe Farris will be returning to Epiphany of Our Lord to lead a special morning of
prayer on December 12, from 8 AM – 12 Noon. He will be speaking to us of
Pope Francis’s call for all of us to focus on God’s Mercy in this upcoming year of
Mercy. Please mark your calendars now and invite a friend or two to join you.
God bless,
Fr. Tom

P
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Events:
Project Rachel is a
spiritual support group
for post-abortive women. For more information about the next
meeting contact Marisol at 314-7927451 or email: mpfaff@archstl.org.
Project Joseph is a spiritual support
for post-abortive men. Held on the
first Monday of each month at 7:00
pm. Contact Chuck at 314-974-6787 or
email: craymjr@sbcglobal.net

Buy Christmas Cards at
Catholic Supply and Support Kids in the Missions!
Catholic Supply is offering a special
Christmas card this year, designed by
a local 8-year old student who was a
national winner from the Archdiocese
of St. Louis in the Missionary Childhood Association Christmas Artwork
Contest. "Joyful Angels Christmas
Cards" are 6"x5" and cost $10 per
package. Visit catholicsupply.com
and search for "Joyful Angels", or stop
by any of the three Catholic Supply
stores in the area. (Chippewa, O’Fallon and Manchester.) All proceeds
will go to the Missionary Childhood
Association, the missionary program
for elementary-age children whose
motto is “Children Helping Children”.
To learn more about the MCA, visit
stlmissions.org.

Heavenly Dusters

Is God Calling You?

The Christmas Church cleaning
will be Thursday, December 17th after the 8 am Mass.
Bring your own buckets & rags, we have all the cleaning
supplies needed. Refreshments served after cleaning in
the Assumption Room.

We are in need of ladies who
would be willing to clean church on a Saturday morning.
Cleaning takes 45 minutes to an hour. We meet after the 8
am Mass, once every fourth week. For more information call
Gloria at 647-8731, Dolores at 644-0067 or Trish at 781-1199.

First Sunday of Advent

Lectionary: 3 Gospel Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

Scripture Reflection: As a culture we seem to be interested in the news of the day and the problem of the hour. We
speak very little about eternal values. The world wants and desires us to react to each commotion to feed on the
“drama.” God on the other hand wants us to develop a set of core values (virtues such as honesty, loyalty) that will not
change or depend on the circumstances of the world. We should be the same person when the Kingdom of God seems
close and when it seems far away.
Reflection Questions:
1. Why do you think the Church begins with such a “hellfire and brimstone” reading on the first Sunday of Advent?
2. How easy is it for someone to get you to do something that you do not want to do?
3. What Christian virtues do you need to work on before Christ comes? How are you going to do it?
4. If today was your last day on earth what would you regret?
5. What are you going to do with the time you have left?
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LIVING OUR FAITH
Spiritual Ponderings

Scrupulosity

We are now at our last Sunday of the month and our last look at the spiritual illness called scrupulosity. We will focus on
the last five commandments of Fr. Santa’s Ten Commandments for Peace of Mind from his book Understanding Scrupulosity: Questions, Helps, and Encouragement
6. Discover and recognize your success and learn to celebrate your effort.
Mother Teresa each night before she went to bed had the practice of thanking God for five things and asking pardon for
five things. She said her activity, focused on gratitude, helped her become of God’s presence and her asking for pardon
reminded her that she still needed God’s grace despite all the praise she received from others.
7. When you fail, or feel that you have taken two steps backwards, pick yourself up and try again. Do not give in to
feelings of failure.
Ernest Kurtz & Katherine Ketcham has this to say about life in their book: The Spirituality of Imperfection: Storytelling
and the Search for Meaning: “Baseball teaches us, or has taught most of us, how to deal with failure. We learn at a very
young age that failure is the norm in baseball and, precisely because we have failed, we hold in high regard those who
fail less often—those who hit safely in one out of three chances and become star players. I also find it fascinating that
baseball, alone in sport, considers errors to be part of the game, part of its rigorous truth. Francis T. Vincent, Jr. Commissioner of Baseball”
Thomas Merton put it this way… “MY LORD GOD, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I
cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think I am following your will
does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. And I hope
I have that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I
do this you will lead me by the right road, though I may know nothing about it. Therefore I will trust you always though I
may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to
face my perils alone.”
8. Never underestimate the power of grace.
A priest that I met while studying for a certificate in Spiritual Direction is fond of saying that the devil only has two lies.
The first lie is that "you are not good enough," and the second lie is that "you are alone." All temptations boil down to
these two lies. God, though, has promised that we can do all things with Him and that He is Emmanuel "God with
us." Thus making the devil the "father of lies."
Mother Teresa put it this way: “I know God won't give me anything I can't handle. I just wish he didn't trust me so much.”
9. Pray, pray, pray. Try to live a life of thankful praise.
The following is from Ernest Kurtz & Katherine Ketcham’s book: The Spirituality of Imperfection: Storytelling and the
Search for Meaning:
“All spiritual teachers have asked in one form or another, “What do you have that you have not received?” That
question can lead in two directions. Gratitude responds, “Thank you.” Greed demands “more.”
“No one is as capable of gratitude as one who has emerged from the kingdom of night.
We know that every moment is a moment of grace, every hour an offering; not to share them would mean to betray
them. Our lives no longer belong to us alone; they belong to all those who need us desperately.
…And that is why I swore never to be silent whenever and wherever human beings endure suffering and humiliation. We
must always take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the
tormented. – Elie Weisel”
10. Imagine yourself living free from scrupulosity.
“For me to be saint means to be myself.” - Fr. Thomas Merton.
Prayer for the Scrupulous written by a Scrupulous Person
I cannot dwell forever on things of the past, I cannot hang on tightly for they will not last. I must progress, not only remember, from the first little flicker to the last dying ember. The good of the past is all that remains: May the good of the
present blot out is pains. May the Lord give me strength to see it all through as he does when we ask him, through old
times and news.

Marriage Encounter

Why not give your spouse a gift certificate for a Marriage Encounter weekend as a Christmas
present? This gift will let them know you truly love them and want to make the most of your marriage. Weekends are being presented on February 5-7 and April 22-24. For more information call 314.649.7317 or see our website at www.stlwwme.org.

First Sunday of Advent
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LITURGIES & SCHEDULES
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

OUR PARISH THIS WEEK

First Sunday of Advent, November 29, 2015
8:00 am Parishioners
10:30 am Rosalie Heuing

Monday - Saturday November 30 - December 5
 7:30 am - Rosary, Church
Sunday, November 29
 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR
 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 9:15 am RCIA, CMR
 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB

Monday, November 30 Feast of St. Andrew, Apostle
8:00 am Mary Heumann
Tuesday, December 1
8:00 am Morning Prayer
5:30 pm Lorraine Becker
Wednesday, December 2
8:00 am Eileen Boudein

Monday, November 30
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall

Thursday, December 3
8:00 am Arlene Fink
Friday, December 4
8:00 am Baby Pier Giorgio

Tuesday, December 1
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 6:30 pm - Blue Knights, UH
 6:30 pm - Little Flowers, UH
 6:30 pm - Covenant Night, Church
 7:00 pm - Pillars of Faith, CMR

Saturday, December 5
8:00 am Jon Menzel
5:00 pm Pat Campbell
Second Sunday of Advent, December 6
8:00 am Parishioners
10:30 am John Ellison, Sr.

Wednesday, December 2
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 6:30 pm - Bells Practice, Church
 7:30 pm - Choir Practice, Church

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE HOMEBOUND & SICK OF OUR PARISH
Ethan Strauss

Ethan Sonderman

Mary Hipskind

Vicky Tacchi

Chris Perron

Dominic Caputa

FOR THE WEEK OF

NOVEMBER 29, 2015

Daniel Barr

READINGS

Thursday, December 3
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 7:00 pm - Baptism Class, CMR
 7:30 pm - Prayer Group, Church

Sunday:

Jer 33:14-16/Ps 25:4-5, 8-10, 14/1
Thes 3:12--4:2/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36
Monday:
Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8-11/Mt 4:18-22
Tuesday:
Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk
10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-6/Mt 15:29-37
Thursday:
Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27/Mt
7:21, 24-27
Friday:
Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31
Saturday:
Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-6/Mt 9:35--10:1,
5a, 6-8
Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-6/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6

OUR OFFERING FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER
Sunday Collection
General Fund ........... $3,522.00
General Fund Loose ..... $239.06
Total ................... $3,761.06

Friday, December 4
 8:30 am - Exposition & Adoration, Church
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 3:30-6:30 pm - Dance, UH & AR
Saturday, December 5
Sunday, December 6
 8:00 am - Noon - Breakfast with Santa, UH
 9:00 am - Bible Study, AR
 9:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 9:15 am RCIA, CMR
 10:30 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 11:30 am - Liturgy Committee Meeting, CMR

21-22, 2015

FREE Southeast Missouri State University Steel Drum
Band will play Christmas Carols at the DuBourg Centre, 305
Merchant St., Ste. Genevieve, MO on Sunday, December 6
from 1:30 - 2:15 pm and 2:30 - 3:15 pm.

Christmas Flowers ....... $220.00
Kenrick Seminary .......... $20.00
Maintenance & Repair .... $45.00
Retired Religious .......... $25.00
SVDP ....................... $187.00
Votive ....................... $64.30
Debt ......................... $10.00 ........$714.00(YTD)
Tuition Assistance ............... $ ........$301.00(YTD)
Endowment Fund ................ $ ............... $(YTD)

First Sunday of Advent

Ste. Genevieve Municipal Band Symphonic Wind Ensemble
will perform at Ste. Genevieve Catholic Church, 49 DuBourg Place, Ste. Genevieve, MO beginning at 4 pm on
Sunday, December 6.
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PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS, NOTES & EVENTS
Epiphany Gift Certificates

St. Vincent DePaul
Adopt-A-Family for Christmas

The shopping season is well upon us
and we have extra gift cards in
stock for your Christmas purchases!
A few weeks ago we mailed out our
annual stewardship newsletter. Included in the newsletter were the
profit figures for the sales of certificates over the course of the last 15
years. In case you missed it, I would
like to share the details with you.
Since the program began in May of 2000, we have earned a
total profit of $326,749.00! That’s an average of
$21,783.26 per year. This profit was made at NO EXTRA
COST TO ANYONE! There is no easier fundraiser to participate in than the certificate program. All it takes is just a
few extra minutes of your time. Simply purchase your certificates before heading out to the store or restaurant. It’s
that simple! You get dollar per dollar on your purchases!
We have many in-stock certificates and literally hundreds
of non-stock certificates that we can order for you. Listed
below are the certificates we currently have in stock. To
order non-stock certificates, please pick up a form from
one of the volunteers at the main entrance of church or
stop by the parish office, complete the form and return to
the office. Orders are placed on Monday by Noon and
ready for pick up by the following Friday. For more information or to place an order, please contact Trish at the
parish office, 314-781-1199.

Pleases consider adopting a family for
Christmas. If you or someone you know is in
need of assistance for the Christmas Holidays, please contact St. Vincent DePaul through the parish
business office, 314-781-1199.

Kasey Paige Assisted Loving Christmas Party
(Formerly Loving Care Home) Saturday, December 12th. Please donate small items such as pens,
notepaper, socks, Kleenex, and personal care items in either full size or travel size (i.e. toothpaste, tooth brushes,
combs, brushes, shampoo. Emery boards, lotion, gloves,
etc.) We are especially in need of items for men. A box
will be in the vestibule from Now through 9 am December
12th. Anyone wanting to help with the sorting and packing
of the donations into gift bags, from 11 am - 12:45 pm, or
at the party, from 2-3:30 pm, please call Catie Shinn at
314-482-6174.

Breakfast with Santa

Cub
Scout Pack 281 presents: Breakfast
with Santa! Sunday, December 6th
from 8 am—Noon in Epiphany’s Upper
Hall. Cost is: adults, $6; children 2-11,
$4. Menu includes: sausage, pancakes,
fruit cup, milk and orange juice. 
Child’s breakfast includes a craft activity. Photo with
Santa available for an additional $5, beginning at 9 am.
Featuring entertainment by the Leaping Lizards.

Grocery Stores
Dierbergs - $25 & $100
LeGrand's - $10 & $20
Shop-N-Save - $10, $25 & $100

LIFETEEN

Attention all highschoolers! Please join us this
Wednesday, December 2nd for Mass & Social. What better
way to start off your Advent than with community and Jesus? As always, please contact Lauren
(lauren@saintlouislifeteen.org) or visit www.saintlouislifeteen.org for more information.
8TH GRADERS – Save the date! Luke 18 will
be February 12-14, 2016 at Bishop DuBourg High School.
More information will be available as the date gets closer,
but please mark your calendars! Additionally, we will be in
need of families to host teens and serve as a sleep house
for Luke 18. Please contact Lauren
(lauren@saintlouislifeteen.org) if you are interested.

Department Stores
JCPenney - $25 & $100
Kohls - $10, $25, $50 & $100
Target - $25 & $100
Walmart - $25 & $100
Pharmacy
CVS - $25
Walgreens - $25 & $100

Restaurants
Biggies $25
Chris $10
El Paisano $10 & $20
IHop - $25
Panera - $10 & $25
Pietros - $10 & $25
TGI Fridays - $25
Specialty Stores
I Tunes - $15
Bath & Body Works - $10

ProLife Poinsettia and Candle Fundraiser

The Prolife Committee is sponsoring the Poinsettia & Candle fundraiser this year. Volunteers will be happy to take your orders after all the Mases
this weekend. Now is the time to think about purchasing a beautiful poinsettia and/
or a few wonderfully scented candles as gifts or for your home, family and friends.
Please stop by our table at the main entrance to church. We have all of the candles
in stock for immediate purchase of $13 each. Cash or checks made payable to:
Epiphany. Candles will be available for purchase through the weekend of December 12th & 13th. Volunteers are needed to help sell the poinsettias and candles. To help call Marilyn or Gerry Unger at
645-3483. Proceeds will benefit our commitment to help save lives of the unborn and assist pregnant
women. Thank you for your support!!!
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