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LIVING OUR FAITH
From the Desk of Fr. Tom Pastorius,
1. Faith & Family Programming –September 29, 2015
Tuesday September 29th is a fifth Tuesday of the Month so we would like to invite everyone to come up and enjoy each
other’s company at our first ever Family Game Night. Bring your favorite card came, board game, or table game to the
Assumption room at 6:30 PM. Fun for all ages.
2. 4 Signs of A Dynamic Catholic Study Group
Starting on Sunday September 27th and going to Sunday November 1st from 9:15-10:15AM in the rectory we will take a
closer look at the book you received last Christmas from the parish: Four Signs of A Dynamic Catholic. Please call the
rectory to R.S.V.P. so that we can be sure to have enough handouts. Please bring your book we do have a limited number
of books for those who did not get one or do not remember where they put it.
3. Homecoming A Homerun
I would like to thank everyone who stepped up and made Epiphany’s Parish Homecoming one of the best in years. It was
great to see so many of you having a good time while playing the games and volunteering. I hope and pray that you all
realize how blest you are to belong to such an amazing parish. We also give credit to where credit is due and give thanks
to God for all the blessings he bestowed upon those two days.
4. ACA Success
Another shout to everyone who participated in some way in this year’s ACA collection, as a parish we reached our challenge goal!!! This is one way in which we show the Archdiocese that we are a vibrant parish in addition to supporting so
many other ministries of the Catholic Church.
5. Save the Date for the Parish Mission
Save the date for our Parish Mission. It will be October 25th to the 27th. Check out our website for more information.
6. Looking For A Car
If you know of anyone who would like to donate a good used car to the Church for our seminarian to drive. We would
greatly appreciate and work with you to get the tax credit. If you have an extra car that he could borrow from time to
time that would also help us.
7. Beyond Sunday Campaign
As our parish enters into the second phase of our the Archdiocesan Campaign many of you are receiving an invitation to
come to one of three campaign receptions. If you are one of these special people, I want to strongly encourage you to
come to one of the three receptions.
God bless,
Fr. Tom

Lectionary: 137

Gospel Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

Spiritual Reflection: Bob Carey is a professional photographer. Nine years ago, his wife, Linda, was diagnosed with
breast cancer. It was the beginning of a difficult time for the couple. To bring a little laughter into their lives, Bob began what he calls the "Tutu Project." The big, burly photographer travels around the country and takes pictures of himself wearing nothing but a pink ballerina's tutu. The pictures feature Carey in parking garages, in a field surrounded by
cattle, hanging from a casino's blue neon palm tree, in the middle of an empty New York subway station, jumping along
the beach. Most of the photos are hysterical - but some are whimsical and, in their own way, beautiful and touching.
They all communicate a husband's love for his wife and his own way to cope through his unique sense of humor, art and
beauty. God sometimes calls us to love in a radical way. What prevents us from answering that call?
Spiritual Questions:
1. What ways have you shown somebody love that others may consider crazy?
2. How does one’s ego get in the way of loving?
3. What is more important to you: What others think of you or seizing the moment to love even if it makes you look
crazy?
4. What one thing can you do today to make someone feel love?
5. How is Jesus dying on the cross weirder than a man dressing up in a tutu?
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LIVING OUR FAITH
Spiritual Ponderings

The Devil’s Ways

“Respect.” God has made us free and He respects our freedom to chose his Kingdom or not. Now the Kingdom of God is
not a mere abstraction. It has some very specific values and these values are realized and experienced perfectly in heaven. The values of the Kingdom of God include: Love, kindness, forgiveness, justice to the poor, generosity, humility,
mercy, chastity, love of Scripture, love of the truth, worship of God, God at the center and so forth. Now the fact is that
there are many people in our world who do not want a thing to do with chastity, or forgiveness, or being generous and so
forth. And God will not force them to adopt and live these values. While it is true that everyone may want to go to heaven, heaven is not merely what we want, it is what it is, as God has set it forth. Heaven is the Kingdom of God and the
values thereof in all their fullness. Hence there are some (many?) who live in such a way that they consistently demonstrate that they are not interested in heaven, since they are not interested in one or many of the Kingdom values. Hell
“has to be” since God respects their freedom to live in this way. Since they demonstrate they do not want heaven, God
respects their freedom to choose “other arrangements.” - Msgr. Charles Pope of the Diocese of Washington D.C.
Five Keys
Neal Lozano in his book Unbound: A Practical Guide to Deliverance lays out the following five steps to avoid the devil’s
grasp and to choose God. His points are numbered and in bold. My suggestions and commentary will be in regular font.
1. Repentance and faith
When a Catholic receives ashes on Ash Wednesday he or she is told to “Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return” or “Repent and believe in the Gospel.” Both of these statements are meant to remind us that with God we are
nothing and with God we are everything. What we have and who we are comes from God and not from our efforts, the
world, or the devil. Believe that God really wants what is best for you.
2. Forgiveness
We must learn to forgive others and ourselves while at the same time learn to receive God’s forgiveness. No one is perfect and we must do our best to avoid wallowing in our sins or giving up hope. Remember that on Good Friday we did the
worst thing imaginable, we killed God, and on Easter Sunday, Jesus rose from the dead and did not seek vengeance but
rather forgave us.
3. Renouncing the work of your enemies
This one is pretty simple. If the devil is our enemy and he wants us to do something then we should do the opposite. If
the devil tempts us not to pray; we should pray more. If the devil tempts us to hold a grudge; we need to forgive all the
more.
4. Standing in the authority you have in Christ.
Trust that Jesus really did rise from the grave. He defeated death. He took the worst that the devil could do and still
stands victorious. The devil cannot hurt us if we remain close to Jesus.
5. Receiving God’s blessing of your identity and destiny.
Remember that ultimately you are a beloved son or daughter of God.
Let us end with these two quotes from Neal Lozano:
In chapter 1, I described God’s blessing of Jesus at His baptism. Note that immediately following that declaration of
Christ’s Sonship, Jesus “was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil” (Matthew 4:1). Why would
God allow the devil to test His Son? Why would God allow the devil to tempt us? Let us return to the story of the
Israelites in the wilderness: “Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years,
to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands” (Deuteronomy 8:2). The word tempting could be translated “testing” here. It was time for Jesus to know
what in His heart.
What did the temptations involve? At Jesus’ weakest point—vulnerable from forty days of fasting—Satan said to Him,
“If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread” (Matthew 4:3). Satan’s second temptation also began
with, “If you are the Son of God” (Mathew 4:6). The third stated, “If you will bow down and worship me…” (Mathew
4:9). By testing Jesus’ identity as God’s Son, the devil tempted Jesus to act independently of the Father. He wanted Jesus to deny what God had declared about His Beloved Son. Similarly, the trials in our lives, the challenges we
face, are intended to reveal the truth that God has placed in our hearts. Satan may intend the trials for harm, but
God’s good plan intends them for good.
I also encourage you to pray the prayer of St. Michael.
Saint Michael the Archangel, Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil;
May God rebuke him; we humbly pray; And do thou O Prince of the heavenly host, By the power of God, thrust into
hell Satan and all evil spirits Who wander through the world For the ruin of souls. Amen
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LITURGIES & SCHEDULES
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

OUR PARISH THIS WEEK

Sunday, September 27
8:00 am Frank Stochla
10:30 am Parishioners

Monday - Saturday September 28 - October 2
 7:30 am - Rosary, Church
Sunday, September 27
 9:15 - 10:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 9:15 - 10:15 am - RCIA, CMR
 10:00 am - Bible Study, CMR
 11:00 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB

Monday, September 28
8:00 am Katie Bach
Tuesday, September 29
8:00 am Morning Prayer
5:30 pm Eugene Cannon

Monday, September 28
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall

Wednesday, September 30
8:00 am Francis X Nawn, S.J.
Thursday, October 1
8:00 am Helen Saali-Kammer
Friday, October 2
8:00 am Arthur V. Toney

Tuesday, September 29
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym

Saturday, October 3
8:00 am Lorraine Becker
5:00 pm Deceased Members of the
Cunningham Family

Wednesday, September 30
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 10:00 am - Ladies Guild Meeting, AR
 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 6:30 pm - Bells Practice, Church
 7:30 pm - Choir Practice, Church

Sunday, October 4
8:00 am Parishioners
10:30 am John Ellison, Sr.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE HOMEBOUND & SICK OF OUR PARISH
John Lutz

Dominic Caputa

Kathy Kennebeck

Mary Hipskind

Kathy Hatfield

Matthew Joganik

Gloria Murabito

Edward Joganik

Ethan Sonderman

Dave Hanneken

Christine Weber

Michael Wesby

Dick Suntrup

Daniel Barr

Anita Gillam

Pat Wallace

Ken Wisniewski

Betty Eschelbach

OUR OFFERING FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 19-20,
Sunday Collection
General Fund ........... $4,757.00
General Fund Online ... 1,181.50
Loose ...................... $190.00
Total ................... $6,128.50

Thursday, October 1
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 7:00 pm - Baptism Meeting, CMR
 7:00 pm - Youth Group, UH
 7:30 pm - Prayer Group, Church
Friday, October 2
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 3:30-6:30 pm - Dance, UH

2015

Saturday, October 3
Sunday, October 4
 9:15 - 10:15 am - Little Lambs, RBF
 9:15 - 10:15 am - RCIA, CMR
 10:00 am - Bible Study, CMR
 11:00 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB

Maintenance & Repair .... $10.00
Main. & Repair Online .... $25.00
SVDP ......................... $10.00
Votive ....................... $17.00
Debt ......................... $10.00 ........$125.00(YTD)
Tuition Assistance ............... $ ......... $60.00(YTD)
Endowment Fund ................ $ ............... $(YTD)

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 27, 2015
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Next Sunday:

I, II & III Kasie Wilbanks, and Scott Humphrey,
Epiphany. Wedding here Saturday, October 3,
2015 at 1:30 pm.
I & II Christin Hansee, Epiphany &
Joshua Holden. Wedding here Saturday, October
10, 2015 at 2:00 pm.
I Andra Meyer, Epiphany & Brian Newsham, Epiphany.
Wedding here Saturday, October 17, 2015 at 1:00 pm.
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Nm 11:25-29/Jas 5:1-6/Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48
Zec 8:1-8/Lk 9:46-50
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12ab/Jn 1:47-51
Neh 2:1-8/Lk 9:57-62
Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12/Lk 10:1-12
Bar 1:15-22/Mt 18:1-5, 10
Bar 4:5-12, 27-29/Lk 10:17-24
Gn 2:18-24/Heb 2:9-11/Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12
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PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS, NOTES & EVENTS
Epiphany of Our Lord Women’s Group
2015-2016 Program Walking Toward Eternity:

Epiphany’s Third Annual Quarter Auction
This year’s Quarter Auction will be held
on Thursday, October 8, 2015. Doors
open at 6:00 pm and auction begins
promptly at 7:00 pm. Non-alcoholic
refreshments will be available for purchase. Please feel free to bring in your own snacks and
refreshments. There is no entry fee. Bid paddles are $5
for the first paddle and $3 for each additional paddle
purchased. Most items are just a quarter per bid. We
have a huge array of wonderful items for you to bid on.
We will also have large items to raffle off as well as
cash raffles. Gather your friends and your quarters and
mark your calendars to join us for what has become a
fun and worthwhile evening out! While reservations are
not necessary, we can have your table ready and waiting if you call ahead of time. To reserve your table
now, contact Trish at the parish office, 314-781-1199.

Daring to Walk the Walk
Is it time for a change? Walking Toward Eternity is an
inspiring series designed to help you live your faith more
fully by developing and nurturing characteristics that are
essential to the Christian life. Through daily prayer and
meditation with Scripture, you will be drawn into an intimate and life-changing encounter with Christ.
As you prayerfully reflect on God’s Word, you will
begin to hear the subtle ways God is speaking to you, and
you will be challenged to set aside those things in your life
that keep you from growing closer to him. By putting the
fruits of your study into practice, you will be able to make
real changes in your life, changes that will make you more
like the person God created you to be. Daring to Walk the
Walk, the first series of Walking Toward Eternity, introduces seven key virtues and outlines practical steps for
living them out in your life.
Epiphany of Our Lord Women’s Group will study
Walking Toward Eternity every 2nd Tuesday through May.
For more information or to register for the study, call Terri Lux at 314-324-2879 or via email:
tlux157@sbcglobal.net.

Fri., Oct. 2 FATIMA EUCHARISTIC VIGIL
When Our Lady appeared at Fatima she requested that we
pray the rosary every day, make sacrifices for sinners and
offer prayers of Eucharistic Adoration. In this troubled
world our response to her request is more urgent now
than ever. On the first Friday of each month the World
Apostolate of Fatima sponsors a Eucharistic Vigil at Cure
of Ars Church, 670 Laclede Station Rd. The Mass is offered at 8 pm, after which confessions are heard, there is
a Eucharistic procession, followed by Eucharistic Adoration. Various prayers are said throughout the night. Vigil
ends around 11:45 pm. Make time each month to join in
the vigil. This way you will respond to Our Lady's request
to pray for the conversion of sinners. For more information call 314-562-5927.

Ladies Guild News…Our regular meeting will be
held on Wednesday, September 30th at 11:30 am in the
Assumption Room. This will be a week later than other
months. Desserts and drinks will be provided. We will celebrate birthdays from the months of July, August, and
September.

2015 Epiphany Co-Ed Volleyball Tournament
This tournament is a fundraiser for Epiphany Friends Forever, formerly Epiphany Sports Association. ***We are going to bring back “old school” volleyball. This year we are
going to have two brackets, recreational and competitive.
The recreational bracket will allow one bounce before the
ball is returned, there will be no down spiking allowed,
and no overhand serving. The tournament is scheduled for
Thursday, November 5th thru Saturday, November 7th.
The entry fee for each team is $75.00 made payable to:
Epiphany Friends Forever. All participants must be age 18
or older. It is always a great time!!! Please send your
check and entry form to: Toni Otis, 6244 Odell Street - St.
Louis, MO 63139. For more information call, 314-322-0568
or email, toni.otis@yahoo.com.

2015 Deacon Formation Collection

Deacons:
Caring for You...Since A.D. 33 Please support this year’s
Deacon Formation Collection. Did you know that, over the
last four decades, dozens of Deacons of the Archdiocese
of St. louis have, in addition to their parish service, volunteered countless hours of selfless, loving care for those
in our midst who are suffering and in need? Like those first
seven ordained by the Apostles, our Deacons are called to
be ministers of charity and models of Christ-like compassion for the sick, the poor, the imprisoned, and the dying,
Deacons “wash the feet” of the faithful each day, seeing
the face of Christ revealed in their ailing brothers and sisters. Deacons can be found offering us comfort in every
facet of daily life-nursing homes, hospitals, hospices, prisons, schools airports, businesses, and more. You can help
our future deacons be Christ’s hands and feet with your
charitable donation to this year’s Deacon Formation Collection. Deacon formation in the Archdiocese relies heavily on the support of this year’s annual Deacon Formation
Collection, held this coming October 3-4. Please be as
generous as possible. God bless you for your support!

Team Name:______________________________________
Coach:___________________________________________
Coach’s Phone Number:____________________________
Coach’s email address:_____________________________
Please check one : Recreational_____ Competitive_____
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