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LIVING OUR FAITH
From the Desk of Fr. Tom Pastorius,
1. New Mass Times Starting This Weekend
I am hoping that we all remembered the new Mass times that started today. Masses are now 5 PM Saturday
8 AM & 10:30 AM Sunday Morning.
2. Questions about Marriage Continued…
Q: What’s the difference between an infertile heterosexual couple and a same sex couple? Since neither can have
children, isn’t it unjust to treat them differently?
A: Think of the bodies involved. The union of an infertile heterosexual couple is still the kind of union from which children come, even if no children actually come from it. The union of a same sex couple is not the kind of union from which
children come – it is a different kind of thing. In order for a law to be unjust (or to constitute discrimination) it has to
treat things differently when they are, in fact, the same. But man/woman unions and same sex unions are not, in fact,
the same kind of thing.
3. Beyond Sunday Capital Campaign
I would like to thank everyone who has taken the time when called upon to come and meet with me about this Archdiocesan effort. I have personally found it beneficial because it has given me an opportunity to get to know some of you better
as we have time to share our faith stories with one another.
4. Thinking about Becoming Catholic, Need to Receive First Communion or Confirmation as an Adult
If you have been thinking about becoming Catholic now is the time to join our upcoming R.C.I.A (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). program. Meetings will be held Sunday Mornings from 9:15 to 10:15 in the Rectory. This is also the program that Catholics adults who have not received First Communion, First Reconciliation, or Confirmation. Please contact
Michael Rennier in the parish office for more information.
5. Faith & Family Programming
With the beginning of the school year comes the beginning of our Faith and Family Programming. We have something literally for everyone to help them grow in their faith. Please feel free to encourage people from other parishes to join us.
Each program will be having an open house on Tuesday September 1th starting at 6:30. Come and learn about all these
great programs.
6. Faith & Family First Official Night
Tuesday September 8: Men’s Session Women’s Session.
7. Updated Website
The parish staff has been spending the last few weeks updating the parish website. Please take the opportunity to see all
the new or updated stuff at www.epiphanystl.org
God bless,
Fr. Tom

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time Lectionary: 113

Gospel Jn 6:24-35

Spiritual Reflection: Christianity isn’t first and foremost a religion or a set of beliefs. Rather, parallel to the unfolding
of the universe itself, it is an ongoing story, the story of God taking on physical flesh in this world, a story that began
with the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem and that continues down to this very day. God is still taking on concrete flesh. How?
The mystery of God taking on concrete flesh, which Christians call the incarnation, isn’t a simple thirty-three year
incursion of God into human history in the person of Jesus. It’s more. God took on flesh in Jesus, but the incarnation didn’t end when Jesus ascended back to the Father after his resurrection. The incarnation is still going on. God is still taking
on concrete flesh in this world. Where?
In the Christian scriptures, the term the body of Christ is used to refer equally to three things: the historical body of
Jesus, the body of believers, and the Eucharist. Each of these is referred to as the body of Christ. Each is the body of
Christ. – Fr. Ronald Rolheiser
Spiritual Questions
1. Describe the Eucharist to the best of your ability.
2. How is Jesus taking flesh in the world today?
3. Why would God choose to make Himself present in the Eucharist?
4. How is the Eucharist a continuation of the Incarnation?
5. How can you increase your devotion to the Blessed Sacrament?
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LIVING OUR FAITH
Spiritual Ponderings

Helping Fallen Away Catholics

Let us begin this month’s Spiritual Ponderings by reflecting on the following passage from the Gospel of Luke: The tax
collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to him, but the Pharisees and scribes began to complain, saying,
“This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So to them he addressed this parable. “What man among you having
a hundred sheep and losing one of them would not leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go after the lost one until he
finds it? And when he does find it, he sets it on his shoulders with great joy and, upon his arrival home, he calls together his friends and neighbors and says to them, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you, in just
the same way there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who
have no need of repentance. (Luke 15:1-7).
As we reflect on this passage about God’s love for those that have wandered away from Him and the lost today, there are
sometimes I wonder if Jesus would reverse the numbers and talk about a shepherd who had ninety-nine sheep wander
away while one stayed. It is no secret that there are many more people leaving the Catholic Church than that are being
converted. I have heard it said over and over again that surveys say that the largest denomination in the world is Catholics and the second is “fallen away” Catholics. I therefore would like to reflect and ponder with you this month what is it
that we can do to help God’s lost sheep find their way back to God and his flock (The Catholic Church).
Sr. Theresa Aletheia Nobel FSP recently authored a book on the subject of fallen away Catholics that she titled The Prodigal You Love: Inviting Love Ones Back to the Church. In her book Sr. Theresa shares with her readers her experience of
going from being a cradle Catholic to a fallen away Catholic and finally finding her way back to the Catholic Church.
Throughout her story she shares with us some of the things that made it difficult and sometimes even presented for her
to return to the Catholic Church and she shares with us some of the things that ultimately led her to return to her Catholic Home. Quotes from her book will be in bold and my commentary will be in regular font.
Even Jesus had a hard time getting through to his friends and family.
It does not do you any good to have unrealistic expectations when interacting with others especially family members.
For we either get mad at others for not cooperating, we get mad ourselves for not being good enough, or both. All we
can do is do our best. When we do poorly we ask for forgiveness and try again. If the other person does not respond the
way that we would like them to all we can do is pray. Either way is better than us beating them or ourselves up.
Humility is absolutely essential in our relationships with loved ones who are away from the Church. If we do not
understand the importance of humility, then chances are we will hurt rather than help the likelihood of our loved
ones’ return to the Church.
Why is humility particularly important in interactions with loved ones who are not practicing their faith? First
of all, because humility is the virtue our loved ones need in order to return. Faith begins with humility. In the encyclical Light of Faith (Lumen Fidei,) Pope Francis writes: “Faith is God’s free gift, which calls for humility.” The
journey of faith is a process in which one’s perspective in live increasingly shifts away from self and toward God. If
we do not model humility, then we do little to encourage an attitude of faith in our loved ones.
If a person is going to return to the Catholic Church they are going to have to be humble enough to admit that they had
made a mistake and only people who are humble can do that. If we model the virtue of humility by admitting our mistakes we can become a great resource to them. Remember the purpose is to enter into dialogue with them and not conflict. Dialogue is where both people desire to find the truth or the best way to do something. In conflict one or both
parties are not interested in the truth but rather are interested in “winning” the argument. It is also debate things with
kindness and not to criticize (attack) them.
Secondly, humility is also important because if we are not humble, we can easily fall into the trap of thinking that
we are responsible for another person’s return to the Church. This attitude is perhaps among the most dangerous
and can be lead to serious missteps that push people away. In order to really live in a compelling way that leads
others to faith; we have to give up any savior-complex we might have. What we say and do is not going to save anyone. We have a Savior and his name is Jesus. In order to make any difference in our loved ones’ lives, we have to
let go of any self-centeredness in our desire for someone to the Church.
God has the whole view of the chessboard/puzzle and we can only see a part of the board or only a few of the pieces.
Take for example the story of Moses. Moses not only left his Jewish faith behind but ran off to a distant country. God
though found Him through the Burning Bush and commissioned Moses to be the great deliver of Israel.
People are also more willing to approach a humble person for help than people they find intimidating.
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LITURGIES & SCHEDULES
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

OUR PARISH THIS WEEK

Sunday, August 2
8:00 am Parishioners
10:30 am Ken Wisniewski (Good Health)

Monday - Saturday August 3-8
 7:30 am - Rosary, Church
First Friday, August 7
 8:30 am - Exposition & Adoration, Church

Monday, August 3
8:00 am Lee Nicollerat
Tuesday, August 4
8:00 am Morning Prayer
5:30 pm Rev. Hanlon

Sunday, August 2
 10:00 am - Bible Study, CMR
 11:00 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB

Wednesday, August 5
8:00 am Repose of the souls of the Thien Family

Monday, August 3
 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall

Thursday, August 6
8:00 am Pat Campbell

Tuesday, August 4

Friday, August 7
8:00 am Pastor’s Intentions

Wednesday, August 5
 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 6:30 pm - Bells Practice, Church
 7:30 pm - Choir Practice, Church

Saturday, August 8
8:00 am Joan Klunk
5:00 pm Audrey & Gil Twellmann

Thursday, August 6
 7:00 pm - Baptism Meeting, CMR
 7:00 pm - Youth Group, UH
 7:30 pm - Prayer Group, Church

Sunday, August 9
8:00 am Parishioners
10:30 am Delia Spain

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE HOMEBOUND & SICK OF OUR PARISH
John Lutz

Dominic Caputa

Kathy Kennebeck

Mary Hipskind

Kathy Hatfield

Matthew Joganik

Gloria Murabito

Edward Joganik

Ethan Sonderman

Dave Hanneken

Christine Weber

Michael Wesby

Braden Weaks

Daniel Barr

Anita Gillam

READINGS

FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST

Friday, August 7
 6-10 pm - Ice Cream/Watermelon Social,
Msgr. Sullivan Field
Saturday, August 8
Sunday, August 9
 10:00 am - Bible Study, CMR
 11:00 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB

OUR OFFERING FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 25-26, 2015
Online Donations
General Fund ............. $956.00
Cardinal Glennon .......... $35.00
Father’s Day ............... $35.00
Holy Father ................ $35.00
Mother’s Day ............... $35.00
SVDP ........................ $50.00
Sunday Collection
Envelope ............... $4,081.00
Loose ...................... $339.60
Total ................... $4,420.60
Assumption ................. $25.00
Latin American ............ $10.00
Mission ..................... $140.00
Maintenance & Repair .... $90.00
SVDP ........................ $25.00
Votive ....................... $63.30
Debt................................ $ ........ $285.00(YTD)
Tuition Assistance ................ $ ........ $210.00(YTD)
Endowment Fund ................. $ ................ $(YTD)

2, 2015

Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:

Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Eph 4:17, 20-24/Jn 6:24-35
Nm 11:4b-15/Mt 14:13-21
Nm 12:1-13/Mt 14:22-36 or 15:1-2, 10-14
Nm 13:1-2, 25--14:1, 26-29a, 34-35/
Mt 15:21-28
Thursday:
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/2 Pt 1:16-19/Mk 9:2-10
Friday:
Dt 4:32-40/Mt 16:24-28
Saturday:
Dt 6:4-13/Mt 17:14-20
Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:4-8/Eph 4:30--5:2/Jn 6:41-51

BAPTIZED IN CHRIST We welcome into our
parish family our newly baptized:
David Terrence Bellamy
Presley Lucille Twellman
Congratulations to the proud parents and families of our newest members! May the blessing
of the Lord be always upon them!

Stewardship “Each day the people are to go out and gather their daily portion; thus will I test them, to see whether
they follow my instructions or not.” (Exodus 16:4) When the Israelites gathered more than their daily portion of manna,
the surplus became wormy and rotten. In the same way today, God calls us to be content with a fair portion and to be
willing to share the rest.

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

4

August 2, 2015
.

PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS, NOTES & EVENTS
LIFETEEN

Zip Rzeppa – “For a Greater Purpose”

Attention all highschoolers–come join us this
Wednesday, August 5th from 7-9 pm as we hear “Story(ies)
time: Why pursuing a life of holiness is worth it.” There
will also be snacks AND a game of kickball. Questions?
Contact Lauren at 314.288.8873
or lauren@saintlouislifeteen.org.

Join us at 7 pm on Tuesday, August 4, as Zip Rzeppa discusses his new autobiography “For a Greater Purpose.”
All attendees will receive a complimentary copy of the
book. There is no charge for the event (a free will offering will be taken). The discussion will take place at St.
Martin of Tours in Runge Hall (610 W. Ripa Ave. St. Louis,
MO 63125 at the intersection of Telegraph & W. Ripa).
For more information, please contact Adam Wright, Directory of Stewardship (544-5664).

Homeless Ministry

Thank you for all who purchased
a t-shirt to help the homeless. For those interested in
helping or finding out ways to help the homeless, Sister
Chris is going to have an information session to be held in
the assumption room on. On Tuesday. To be held in the
assumption room on Wednesday, August 5 from 7 to 8 PM.
For more information call sister Chris at 779-5921.

P

St Matthias Tailgate Sale
and Electronic Recycling
796 Buckley Road 63125 - Saturday, August 22
Tailgate Sale from 7:00 am - 2:00 pm. Spaces available for
$25. Call Pat at 314-440-8622 for reservations/
information. Electronic Recycling from 8:00 am - 11:00
am. Electronics and accessories recycled at no cost. Old
tube type TVs accepted at a cost of $15 per TV. Call 314892-5109 for recycling information.

rolife

It is the LORD who goes before you; he
will be with you and will never fail you or forsake you. So do not fear or be dismayed. —
Deut. 31:8 (NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission.)

Invitation to Divorced & Separated Catholics

Criminal Justice Trivia Night

On Saturday, August 22, Criminal Justice Ministry will host its 4th annual
Trivia Night at St. James the Greater Gym, 1360 Tamm
Avenue in Dogtown. Registration fee is $200 for a table of
eight and includes beer, soda, and snacks (outside food
and drink also welcome). Doors open at 6:00 pm with trivia at 7:00 pm. This fun evening will also include plenty of
games, raffles, and cash prizes. All proceeds benefit CJM,
an independent non-profit organization affiliated with the
Archdiocese of St. Louis serving individuals and families
affected by crime and the criminal justice system. Contact (314) 881-3090 or visit cjmstlouis.org to make reservations.

You are not alone. You can survive and thrive after divorce. Check out The Catholic’s Divorce Survival Guide
program. The 12-week DVD program features Catholic
experts and lay men and women who have been where you
are. Topics include denial, anger, grief, guilt, forgiveness, money, the kids, the ex-spouse, spirituality, annulment and much more. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
in St. Charles is hosting the program beginning September
3, 2015. Contact Donna at d-odonnell@sbcglobal.net or
636-288-2417 for more information.

Mass for Peace and Justice

Sunday, August 9
marks the one-year anniversary of the events in Ferguson,
Missouri, which have mobilized people of all faiths to pray
seeking peace and justice in our city, nation, and other
areas of our world facing troubling situations. Archbishop
Carlson, Bishop Rice, and Bishop Hermann will remember
these events and their impact at the 10:00 am Mass on
August 9 at the Cathedral Basilica of Saint Louis. Additionally, members of the new Peace and Justice Commission
will be officially commissioned at this Mass.

NEW HYMNALS

We are excited to be purchasing beautiful new hymnals! The Saint Augustine Hymnal has all of
your favorite hymns and contemporary songs. It is a high
quality, hardcover hymnal and includes the Sunday lectionary. It will not only create less waste but it will save
us thousands of dollars each year over our current hymnals.
The purchase price for this year, however, is more
expensive. Will you consider donating to help purchase a
hymnal? For $20, we will dedicate a memorial inscription
into a hymnal in honor of anyone you choose. Years from
now, if the time comes to replace these hymnals, you may
take yours home to keep. To donate, simply complete the
information and return to the parish office along with a
$20 check. Hymnal Donation in honor/memory (please
circle one) of:

Forming Men for Christ:

A monthly Conference
With Father James Mason. Rev. James Mason,
J.D., President-Rector of Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, is
inviting all men for a Mass, talk and refreshments at St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church at 106 N. Meramec in Clayton,
MO, every second Thursday of the month. The next meeting will be on Thurs., Aug. 13th. Mass will be in the Church
at 6:30 am, with coffee, refreshments and Fr. Mason’s talk
from 7-7:45 am in the Church basement. Participants are
welcome to attend any part of the morning. Free parking
is available. Use the stairs at the entrance nearest the
Church parking lot to go up to Mass, or down to the basement for the talk and refreshments. For more information,
visit www.Kenrick.edu/FormingMenForChrist.
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