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LIVING OUR FAITH
From the Desk of Fr. Pastorius
1.
Away from the parish Monday the 18th to Friday the 23rd.
Many of you know that I spend a lot of my summer vacation helping out at a youth camp in Georgia. They called last
week desperate for a priest for their summer training week because the priest they had lined up is being transferred.
Fr. Skillman has agreed to do my weekday Masses at Epiphany and therefore I will be helping out at the camp that week.
2.
Party Time
All parishioners, past and present, are invited to come to the Parish Gym and Bowling Alley, to celebrate the many ways
in which the religious sisters have helped make Epiphany such an amazing place. We will be having an open house from
1 -4PM that day- May 17. The sisters have served our parish in many ways over the past 100 years and over 25 women
from our parish have become Dominicans.
3.
Annual Catholic Appeal
Thank you to everyone who has helped us build up the Church of Christ through participation in the Annual Catholic Appeal.
4. Mother’s Day and Father’s Day Collections
When you receive your envelopes for May and June you will find two envelopes. One is marked “Mother’s Day” and the
second is marked “Father’s Day”. I would like to invite you to use these envelopes to make a donation to Lindenwood
Area Senior Ministry in honor of a loved one. As my parents grow older, I have become more aware of the needs of the
elderly. LASM helps many of the seniors in our area who are in need of help for example by taking seniors to the doctors
or helping them rehab their homes. All of this allows them to stay in their home longer and that allows them to remain
members of our community longer (There are no nursing homes in Epiphany’s boundaries). Please, therefore, consider
using those envelopes to help the seniors of our area.
5. Electronic Giving
As summer gets closer and you begin to prepare for your summer vacations, I invite you also to think about electronic giving. This easy way to donate to the Church will help you to give to God consistently. Also remember that vacations are
not a reason in themselves to miss Mass. When traveling check out www.masstimes.org to find the closest Mass to where
you will be vacationing.
God bless,
Fr. Tom

Sixth Sunday of Easter Lectionary:

56 Gospel Jn 15:9-17

Spiritual Reflection: ”You are my friends if you do what I command you.” May at first seem pretty demanding and not
very friendly. Why does Jesus put a condition on His friendship? The key to this passage is the word “remain.” Jesus’
friendship is unconditional and He always offers it to us. We though can run away from that gift. We can reject it. God
who is love cannot be a part of an unloving act. The commandments of Christ are meant to lead us into being loving people and therefore rejecting them means doing something that is not loving.
Spiritual Questions
1. Why do you think Jesus limits God’s friendship in today’s Gospel?
2. How can you better remain in Jesus friendship?
3. Describe a time in which you could not be with a friend because of what he or she was doing.
4. How does following the Commandments allow you to bear fruit?
5. How does it feel to be chosen by God?

Prayer for Mothers:
Dear God,
On this day that we honor mothers, may we draw strength from the mothers who went before us. May we remember Jochebed, mother of Moses, who gave her son over to God's providence when forces that threatened him were
beyond her control. May we remember the mother of Mary, St. Anne, who helped her daughter learn an openness to God's
will. May we remember St. Monica, who suffered an abusive spouse and her son's poor choices, but lived to see her child's
return to God. Most of all, we remember Mary. Though she watched her child suffer and die, she also saw his resurrection
and glory and was in turn glorified by him.
Amen.
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LIVING OUR FAITH
Spiritual Ponderings

Going Deeper in Prayer

For a reflection on the country song "Diamond Rings And Old Barstools" by Tim McGraw (with Catherine Dunn) check out
my website www.mayjesuschristbepraised.com
Last week, we began a reflection on “How can we grow deeper in our prayer?” For help answering that question, I have
turned to an article written by Fr. Michael Schmitz called “Going Deeper” for the magazine called Shalom Tidings.
Quotes from his articles will be in bold while my reflections will be in normal font.
With these two thoughts in mind, there is a need to take the following step: in spite of the fact that God is infinitely
patient with us and has irrevocably chosen us, it is our task to remove any known obstacles between us and God.
Here are three possible obstacles: pride, unforgiveness, and distraction.
1. To root out pride, we must become humble. This doesn’t mean thinking, “I’m so small, so bad, so inconsequential.” It simply means telling the truth. And the first truth is that there is a God, and you are not Him. It means acknowledging that there is Someone infinitely “bigger” and infinitely better than you. And that this Someone believes
that you are worth loving. Humility always tells the whole truth; the happy truths and the hard truths. To know if
you are humble, ask yourself, “Am I open to being taught, or do I resent instruction and correction?”
My best prayer happens when I stop pretending to be God and start asking God for help. The Pharisees missed Jesus because they did not think that they needed a savior. Tell God about the parts of your life that are screwed up and trust
that He wants to listen to you and share with you your pain.
2. The refusal to forgive hardens our hearts to God, to others, and even makes it difficult to know ourselves. If I am
aware that I hold bitterness in my heart, I need to make some effort to express that I am choosing to forgive. This
can be extremely difficult (and will most likely have to be repeated many times in some cases!). Remember, forgiveness is not excusing someone’s actions, and it is not ignoring real pain. It is the choice to “will the good of the
other.” While our emotions can still be inflamed, our decision to pray for someone’s eternal soul (we could say
“praying for their conversion...praying that God’s will is done in their life”) not only fulfills our Lord’s command, but
frees us.
Sometimes, I refer to God as “my boss.” There are times in which I love the assignments my boss gives me. Other times I
hate them. There is no assignment that God can give me that I hate more than the one to forgive someone who has hurt
me. I hate to forgive others because there is a part of me that feels that when I forgive someone I am setting myself up
to get hurt again. When I know God wants me to do something, I don’t want to do, I sometimes try to avoid doing it by
trying to avoid God by not praying. What I should do instead of avoiding God is to take my lack of forgiveness to prayer
and begin my prayer saying “God help me to forgive so and so because I really do not want.” Honesty is a good foundation for prayer.
3. Distractions can be anything that diverts our attention from what or who should have our attention at a given moment. Sometimes we utilize diversions for entertainment and stress relief; that’s great. If recreation is what we
should be doing, then games or entertainment aren’t the wrong thing... they’re the right thing. But if I invite distractions in so that I don’t have to think about the present, then I am most likely keeping God out of the moment
and out of my life. This step is nothing more than the “living deliberately” of which Thoreau wrote.
Waiting till there are no distractions is a mistake because there will always be distractions. There will never be the perfect time. Setting aside the time to pray should always be a priority. Do you spend fifteen minutes in prayer? Do you
spend any time reading the Bible and asking the question what does God want to tell me with that passage? Fr. Barron
recommends praying the rosary to overcome distractions as the repetition of the prayers helps to calm our “monkey
minds” which normally swing from thought to the next rather quickly. Also realize that God loves you as much as when
you sitting around doing nothing as when you are extremely busy. Why not take time to sit down and talk with the person
(God) who is your biggest support, cheerleader, coach, etc.?”

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!!!
Join us for prayer, games, snacks, art, and much more!
WHEN: July 13-17 8am-11:30am
WHERE: Epiphany
WHO: All children Preschool – 5th grade
HOW: Register by June 23
Register online at Epiphanystl.org, or return registration form to the office
(on table at the entrance of Church), or Email to Michaelrennier@gmail.com $20 for one child, $30 for two, $40 for three or more. Include payment with form.
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DUC IN ALTUM PRE-MASS TALKS
Please join us 15 minutes before either
the 9 or 11am mass for a short talk on a
subject of interest. This Sunday’s Topic:
“The Ascension of Our Lord.” Past talks
are also posted in written form on our
website and our Facebook page. Next
Sunday: “The Martyr Christopher Magallanes: How the Church Was Persecuted
Not Long Ago and Not Far Away”
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LITURGIES & SCHEDULES
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

OUR PARISH THIS WEEK

Sunday, May 10
7:00 am Parishioners
9:00 am Helen Saali-Kammer & Violet Saali
11:00 am Rosalie Heuing

Monday - Saturday, May 11-15
 7:30 am - Rosary, Church
Sunday, May 10 Happy Mother’s Day!
 10:00 am - Bible Study, CMR
 11:00 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB

Monday, May 11
8:00 am Dan Haggard

Monday, May 11
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall

Tuesday, May 12
8:00 am Morning Prayer
5:30 pm Caroline Rond
Wednesday, May 13
8:00 am Pat Campbell

Tuesday, May 12
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 6:30 pm - St. Joseph’s Mens Group, CMR
 6:30 pm - Women’s Endow, CMR

Thursday, May 14
8:00 am John Ellison, Sr.
Friday, May 15
8:00 am Robert Boedeker, Sr.
Saturday, May 16
8:00 am Rose Leuthen-Herzog
5:00 pm Gil & Betty Eschelbach (60th Wedding Ann.)

Wednesday, May 13
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 5:30 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 6:30 pm - Bells Practice, Church
 7:30 pm - Choir Practice, Church

Sunday, May 17
7:00 am Parishioners
9:00 am Kylie Myers
11:00 am Gene & Margaret Schnieders

Thursday, May 14
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 7:00 pm - Youth Group, UH
 7:30 pm - Prayer Group, Church
 7:30 pm - Epiphany Men’s Club, AR

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE HOMEBOUND & SICK OF OUR PARISH
Jim Przada

Dominic Caputa

Kathy Kennebeck

Mary Hipskind

Kathy Hatfield

Matthew Joganik

Gloria Murabito

Edward Joganik

Ethan Sonderman

Dave Hanneken

Christine Weber

Michael Wesby

John Lutz

Glenda Elder

Friday, May 15
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Msgr. Sullivan Field
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 3:30-6:30 pm - Dance, UH

OUR OFFERING FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 2-3, 20154

Saturday, May 16

Online Donations
General Fund ............. $522.50
SVDP ......................... $20.00

Sunday, May 17
 10:00 am - Bible Study, CMR
 11:00 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 1-4:00 pm - Dominican Sisters Reception, Gym & BA

Sunday Collection
Envelope ................ $5,782.00
Loose ...................... $740.00
Total ................... $6,522.50

READINGS

Ascension ................... $17.00
Holy Land ................... $10.00
Maintenance & Repair $1,455.00
Mother’s Day ............. $107.00
Priest Retirement ......... $20.00
St. Louis Review ........... $30.00
Votive ....................... $93.00
Debt ......................... $80.00 ..... $2,651.50(YTD)
Tuition Assistance ......... $86.00 ..... $1,358.00(YTD)
Endowment Fund ................ $ .... $10,934.00(YTD)

Sixth Sunday of Easter

FOR THE WEEK OF

MAY 10, 2015

Sunday:

Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/1 Jn 4:7-10
or 1 Jn 4:11-16/Jn 15:9-17 or Jn 17:11b-19
Monday:
Acts 16:11-15/Jn 15:26--16:4a
Tuesday:
Acts 16:22-34/Jn 16:5-11
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22--18:1/Jn 16:12-15
Thursday:
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Jn 15:9-17
Friday:
Acts 18:9-18/Jn 16:20-23
Saturday:
Acts 18:23-28/Jn 16:23b-28
Next Sunday: Acts 1:1-11/Eph 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13
or Eph 1:17-23/Mk 16:15-20
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PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS, NOTES & EVENTS
DESSERTS NEEDED FOR MAY 17TH!!!

Epiphany’s 2015 Annual Flea Market

In conjunction with the upcoming celebration of our
religious sisters, Epiphany will be hosting an open house
and reception from 1-4 pm, Sunday, May 17th. We are
asking for your donations of desserts. Please call Monica
Hunyar at 781-2276 to confirm your donation (s). We anticipate a high volume of people and are hoping to offer a
nice variety of sweet treats in our Epiphany way of hospitality! Thanks for your help!

This years Flea Market will be held in the gym on:
Thursday, June 25th from 6-8 pm with a $3.00 entry fee.
Friday, June 26th from 9 am - 1 pm
Saturday, June 27th from 9 am - 3 pm
Sunday, June 28th from Noon - 4 pm
Maybe you are still going to do some spring cleaning
or you know someone who is moving and wants to make
the load a little lighter. WE take all items EXCEPT
clothing, televisions, telephones, entertainment centers, mattresses or exercise equipment.
You can drop off your donations at the gym starting
June 1st through June 22nd, Monday through Friday from
8:30 am until 12 Noon and 1:30-3:30 pm. We will have
three Wednesday evening drop offs on: June 3, 10 & 17
from 6-8 pm. We will also have 3 drop off Saturdays on:
June 6, 13 & 20 from 8:30 am until 12 Noon.
The last day to drop off will be June 22nd from 8;30
am until 3:30 pm. We are counting on your donations to
fill our gym, so keep us in mind. If you are unable to
bring your donation to us, we will have pickups on certain days. Please give us a call, Rich Huelsmann 6455941. Please give us ADVANCED notice to schedule a
pickup.
In conjunction with the Flea Market we are collecting gently used clothing for Sr. Chris for the various
Homeless shelters that she works with. Please label the
clothing for women, men, children, babies and KEEP
SEPARATE from the Flea Market donations.
ADULT VOLUNTEERS are needed to sort, price and
have fun. If you are a student in need of service hours
we certainly can use your help; we need young strong
bodies! Please contact Rich-645-5941, Barb-781-7879 or
Helen-647-8146.

Thank You

The benefit breakfast in memory of Msgr.
Sullivan was a great success thanks to the continued support of the Epiphany Parish Family and the members of the
committee. All proceeds will be donated to Cardinal Glennon Children's Medical Center. The total profit amount will
be published at a later date.
A special thank you to the committee members
who have dedicated 30 years of service:
Pat and Jan Holmes
Matt and Julie Ellison
Ray and Kathy Migneco
Mike and Laura Kerber
Steve and Patty Richardson
John and Sara Roden
Mark and Linda Palardy
Carol Mueller~~~Joe Cox~~~Vicky Tacchi
Jim Przada
While they are not committee members, I would like to
also acknowledge Randy and Patty Brown and all of the
volunteers for organizing the whiffle ball tournament over
the last 7-8 years and donating the proceeds to the Msgr.
Sullivan Benefit.

Home & Garden Day Trip

Join Lindenwood Area
Senior Ministry this Wednesday, May 13th, for a day about
town! We’ll visit our City’s renowned Missouri Botanical
Gardens for a guided tram ride through the garden and
special nature-printing class. Lunch will be at Rooster on
South Grand followed by a guided tour of the Magic Chef
Mansion in the Compton Hill Reservoir Square neighborhood. Constructed in 1908, the Magic Chef Mansion is one
of St. Louis’ premiere old-world estates. It was designed
by Ernst Janssen for the founder of the Quick Meal and
Magic Chef Stove Company, Charles Stockrom. Sure to be
a day full of learning new things and enjoying beauty! Allinclusive price: $50/person. For reservations contact the
LASM Office at 647-4591. We’ll depart from the Upper
Parking Lot of Southwest Baptist Church at 8:45am and
return by 3:30pm.

Ladies Guild Meeting News
Our monthly card social will be held on Monday, May
18th in the Assumption Room at 10:00 am. Come join us
for an afternoon of fun.
The regular meeting will be held on Wednesday, May
27th at 11:30 am in the Assumption Room. We will provide
drinks and desserts. This is our birthday month. We will
celebrate birthdays in April, May and June. May is for
mothers, we will honor our blessed mother with the rosary.

Dance Recital on Epiphany Stage

May 16th at
1:00 pm. $5 at the door - Proceeds benefit Epiphany
Church. Summer Dance begins June 5th at 5:00 pm
Dance Classes are held in Epiphany Upper
Hall. Offering: Tap, Ballet, Jazz, Pom, Musical Theater & Hip Hop to ages 3 through 18.
Dance Director, Tina Stemmler is Dance Master Certified with at BA in Dance from Webster University. Summer Tuition - NINE Classes for $80. Please contact Ms. Tina for more
information at 314-680-2613.

Sixth Sunday of Easter

LifeTeen Now What: A Life of Discipleship. What does
it really mean to be a follower of Jesus? What does it look
like? How do we do it? All 8th graders and highschoolers
are invited to join us this Wednesday, May 13th from 79pm at Bishop DuBourg High school to find out! Food, fellowship and fun are promised. Questions? Contact Lauren
at 314.288.8873 or lauren@saintlouislifeteen.org
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