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Thursday, Friday & Saturdays: 8:00 am
Tuesday Morning Prayer: 8:00 am
Tuesday Mass: 5:30 pm
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LIVING OUR FAITH
From the Desk of Fr. Pastorius,
1. Faith & Family Programming: March 3, 2015 - First Tuesday
6:30 Blue Knights @ UH - 6:30 Little Flowers @ UH - 6:30 Young Disciples @ UH - 6:30 Chosen (Confirmation Class) @ UH
- 6:30 Confirmation Parent Mtg @ UH - 7:00 Pillars of the Faith @ Rectory
2. Planning for a Special Day…
Pope Francis has declared this year to be a special time of thanksgiving for those members of our Church who have dedicated themselves to the Lord as Consecrated Religious. Epiphany has had a long tradition of both being served by religious sisters and in producing religious vocations. We are hoping to host a special gathering on May 17 to celebrate
these great blessings. I, therefore, ask you to do three things. The first is mark May 17 from 1-4PM on your calendars. Second send any addresses that you have of religious that you have kept in contact with to Epiphany so that we
can send them a personal invitation and finally let others (like grade school classmates, former parishioners, etc) about
the event. More information will be coming soon.
th

th

3. Financial Assistance for School Families.
Epiphany of Our Lord Parish offers financial assistance to families who wish to attend a Catholic School. The tuition assistance that we can offer depends upon the needs of the family and the number of families that apply. Any family
wishing to receive financial assistance will need to participate in our School Covenant Program. Part of this program is a
meeting with Father Pastorius and two other parishioners. Times are set aside on 3/12, 4/14. 5/14. 6/30, 7/16 &
8/11. Please call Fr. Pastorius at the rectory to set up an appointment for one of those days. 314.781.1199
4. Fish Fry
How do you make a fish laugh? Tell a whale of a tale. The food is way better than my fish jokes. Join us March 6 , 13 ,
20 , & 27 . All Fish Fries are from 4:30-7:00PM in the gym.
th

th

th

th

5. Saint Louis Life Teen
If you are a teen or have a teen that did not participate in our Luke 18 retreat weekend at DuBourg high school, you
have no idea what you missed. Everyone who participated had fun, created new friends, and deepened their relationship with the Lord. Don’t miss out any more. Attend St. Louis Life Teen on Wednesday at DuBourg at 7PM.
I am so confident in our program that I am going to put my money where my mouth is - Any Epiphany teen that attends
four events between now and June 1st will be entered into a raffle. I will pull one name out of the hat and that person
will receive a $100 gift card to Amazon, ITunes, or for gas.
6. Retreat Work
I will be assisting a high school retreat in Georgia (where I do the summer camps) the week of Friday March 13 to the
20 . During that time we will have a variety of visiting priests so no Masses will be cancelled.
th

7. Parish Penance Service
Our Lenten Parish Penance Service will be 2PM on Sunday March 22 .
nd

8. First Reconciliation
First Reconciliation will take place at 1PM on Sunday March 22 .
nd

God bless,
Fr. Tom

DUC IN ALTUM PRE-MASS TALKS

Please join us 15 minutes before either the 9 or 11am Mass for a short talk on a
subject of interest. This Sunday’s Topic: “The History of the Stations of the Cross.” Past talks are also posted in written
form on our website and our Facebook page. Next Sunday: “What Is Catholic Spirituality?”
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LIVING OUR FAITH
Spiritual Ponderings

Spiritual Warriors

One of the earliest images of a life of a disciple is that of a Christian being called a “soldier of Christ.” When you think
about the term “gospel,” which means “the Good News of a military victory” and the meaning of the term “sacrament”
which comes from the Latin word for the oath that a soldier took to the join the Roman Army, one can begin to see the
strong foundation the term “soldier of Christ” has in our Church’s history. With this in mind, I would like to reflect on
what it takes to be a soldier of Christ. For help with this reflection, I would like to turn to the following article “10 Life
Lessons from A Navy Seal. I will Always Remember #4” which was published in the Business Insider. The article will be
in bold and my reflection will be in regular font.
Naval Admiral William H. McRaven returned to his alma mater last week and spoke to the graduates with lessons he
learned from his basic SEAL training. Here’s his amazing Commencement Address at University of Texas at Austin
2014 from Business Insider. The University’s slogan is, “What starts here changes the world.” I have to admit—I kinda like it. “What starts here changes the world.”
Tonight there are almost 8,000 students graduating from UT. That great paragon of analytical rigor, Ask.Com says
that the average American will meet 10,000 people in their lifetime. That’s a lot of folks. But, if every one of you
changed the lives of just ten people—and each one of those folks changed the lives of another ten people—just ten—
then in five generations—125 years—the class of 2014 will have changed the lives of 800 million people. 800 million
people—think of it—over twice the population of the United States. Go one more generation and you can change the
entire population of the world—8 billion people. If you think it’s hard to change the lives of ten people—change their
lives forever—you’re wrong. I saw it happen every day in Iraq and Afghanistan. A young Army officer makes a decision to go left instead of right down a road in Baghdad and the ten soldiers in his squad are saved from close-in ambush. In Kandahar province, Afghanistan, a non-commissioned officer from the Female Engagement Team senses
something isn’t right and directs the infantry platoon away from a 500 pound IED, saving the lives of a dozen soldiers. But, if you think about it, not only were these soldiers saved by the decisions of one person, but their children
yet unborn—were also saved. And their children’s children—were saved. Generations were saved by one decision—
by one person. But changing the world can happen anywhere and anyone can do it. So, what starts here can indeed
change the world, but the question is… what will the world look like after you change it? Well, I am confident that it
will look much, much better, but if you will humor this old sailor for just a moment, I have a few suggestions that
may help you on your way to a better a world.
And while these lessons were learned during my time in the military, I can assure you that it matters not whether you
ever served a day in uniform. It matters not your gender, your ethnic or religious background, your orientation, or
your social status. Our struggles in this world are similar and the lessons to overcome those struggles and to move
forward—changing ourselves and the world around us—will apply equally to all.
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a
prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:5). As Catholics we believe that each person was created by God out of love and
He desires each of us to participate in His Divine Plan. The consequence of this is that each person is supposed to play a
vital part in God’s plan. We have been literally created to change the world!!! As we learn from the movie “It’s A Wonderful Life” we have all touched the life of another in some positive way whether we or they know it or not simply by
our mere existence. Sadly though in our world today there are many who are not given that opportunity because of
abortion.
Finally, when we think of all of Jesus’ teachings, are they not all about changing the world? In Mathew 25 and the story
of the Last Judgment, is it not amazing that Jesus’ focuses on little things. These “little things” though do change the
world if done with great love.
Spiritual Exercise: Name 10 people whose world you are going to change because you are going to share your faith with
them.
Second Sunday of Lent
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LITURGIES & SCHEDULES
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Sunday, March
7:00 am
9:00 am
11:00 am

Monday - Saturday, March 2—March 7
 7:30 am - Rosary, Church

1 Second Sunday in Lent
Parishioners
William & Dolores Meyer
Christine Dresch (Recovery)

Sunday, March 1
 10:00 am - Bible Study, CMR
 11:00 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 6:00 pm - Marriage Preparation, CMR

Monday, March 2
8:00 am Dan Nerviani

Monday, March 2
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, UH
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Upper Hall

Tuesday, March 3
8:00 am Morning Prayer
5:30 pm Carmen Real Castro
Wednesday, March 4
8:00 am Sam Passafiume Sr.

Tuesday, March 3
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, UH
 7:00 am - 10:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm - Blue Knits (UH, Boy Scout Rm)
 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm - Confirmation Class - Chosen, UH
 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm - Little Flowers, UH
 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm - Confirmation Parents Mtg, Church
 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm - Young Disciples, Girl Scout Rm
 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm - Pillars of Faith, CMR
 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm - Finance Committee Mtg, Rectory

Thursday, March 5
8:00 am Mary Jane Eichhorn
Friday, March 6
8:00 am Melvin Scheurer
Saturday, March 7
8:00 am Repose of the Souls of the Thein Family
5:00 pm Jeffrey Stramel
Sunday, March
7:00 am
9:00 am
11:00 am

8 Third Sunday in Lent
Frank Stochla
Parishioners
Don and Sean Welby

Wednesday, March 4
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, UH
 7:00 am - 10:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm - Fit Factor, UH
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm - Bells Practice, Church
 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm - Choir Practice, Church

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE HOMEBOUND & SICK OF OUR PARISH
Jim Przada

Dominic Caputa

Kathy Kennebeck

Mary Hipskind

Kathy Hatfield

Rosalie Heuing

Gloria Murabito

Baby Ezekiel Miller Ethan Sonderman

Sheryl McPherson

Edward Joganik

Pat Campbell

Matthew Joganik

Christine Weber

Dave Hanneken

Thursday, March 5
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, UH
 7:00 am - 7:00 pm - GSA, Gym
 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm - Youth Group, UH
Friday, March 6
 8:30 am - Exposition & Adoration, Church
 7:00 am - 5:00 pm - GSA, UH
 4:30 pm - 7:00 pm - Fish Fry, Gym
 3:30pm - 6:30 pm - Dance, UH

March 1, 2015 Second Sunday of Lent
Lectionary: 26 Gospel Mk 9:2-10
Spiritual Reflection: Archbishop Fulton Sheen had this
to say about the Transfiguration:
“The important scenes of Our Lord’s Life took place
on mountains. On one, He preached the Beautitudes, the
practice of which would bring a Cross from the world; on
the second, He showed the glory that lay beyond the
Cross; and on the third, He offered Himself in death as a
prelude to His Glory and that of all who would believe in
His name.” The mountain can be a symbol of “literally”
being closer to God in the heavens.

Saturday, March 7
Sunday, March 8
 10:00 am - Bible Study, CMR
 11:00 am - Liturgy with Children, RBB
 6:00 pm - Marriage Preparation, CMR

Marriage Encounter

Lent is a good time to
decide to deepen your relationship with your spouse and
make the decision to attend a Marriage Encounter weekend; these weekends offer new tools of your sacrament
that opens a whole world of closeness. Weekends are
available on April 24-26 or August 7-9. To apply, just go
to the web page at www.stl-wwme.org or pick up the
phone and call 314.469.7317.

Spiritual Questions
1. Where are the important moments of your life taking
place? Close or far away from God?
2. Where do you feel most close to God?
3. Why do you think Mark tells us that Peter started babbling?
4. Are you taking time to pray?
5. What does rising from the dead mean?

Second Sunday of Lent
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PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS, NOTES & EVENTS
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

Attention High Schoolers!

Join us for Mass & a
social this Wednesday, March 4th from 7-9pm at Bishop
Dubourg high school. Join your peers in faith and fun!
Questions? Contact Lauren at 314-288-8873 or lauren@saintlouislifeteen.org

We are excited to be offering a Vacation Bible School this
summer! If you are a parent, save the date on your calendar for the week of July 13-17! Would you also consider
volunteering a morning or two of your time as a volunteer?
We are in need of 8-10 volunteers to help make VBS a faith
-building, fun experience. Not sure you would be a great
teacher? No problem! Help with snacks or games or craft
time! We are particularly hoping for help from parents and
teens, but anyone is welcome to participate. If you are
interested or have further questions, please contact
Kathy: kfcorich@yahoo.com , or call Michael in the Church
office: 781.1199. Because we have not had a VBS in a
while, we need to begin early this year with a volunteer
meeting ASAP to plan everything, so don’t hesitate!

Rice Bowl: Hungering for a Bountiful
Earth This week CRS Rice Bowl takes us to the coffee
highlands of Nicaragua, where we’re called to protect
both the goodness of creation and the livelihoods of struggling families. How will this week’s fast remind us of the
sacredness of God’s creation and our duty to protect it?

Congratulations

to our parishioners & St. Mary’s
High School students for earning the Renaissance Aware
for the first semester of 2014-2015 school year! These
students have excelled academically and are living examples of the Marianist charism.
Silver Honors
William Florence
Trevor Kaufmann
Michael Polito
Daniel Ranciglio

Fish Fry

As we prepare our souls this Lenten season
to reflect on Christ’s sacrifice we can also help support
the parish by attending our Fish Frys.
Mark your calendars with the following dates:
Fridays: March 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th
The hours for each Fish Fry are: 4:30pm—7:00pm
Dine in or Carry out available in the GYM

Gold Honors
Stephen Menzel
Michael Ranciglio

READINGS

FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH

Friday, March 6th Fatima Eucharistic Vigil
When Our Lady appeared at Fatima she requested
that we pray the rosary every day, make sacrifices for sinners and offer prayers of Eucharistic Adoration. In this
troubled world our response to her request is more urgent
now that ever. On the first Friday of each month the
World Apostolate of Fatima sponsors a Eucharistic Vigil at
Cure of Ars Church, 670 Laclede Station Rd. The Mass is
offered at 8 p.m. and again at 12 midnight, confessions are
heard, there is a Eucharistic procession and various prayers are said throughout the night. Vigil ends after
midnight mass. Make time each month to join in the vigil. This way you will respond to Our Lady's request to pray
for the conversion of sinners. For more information
call 314-562-5927.

1, 2015

Sunday:

Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Rom 8:31b-34/
Mk 9:2-10
Monday:
Dn 9:4b-10/Lk 6:36-38
Tuesday:
Is 1:10, 16-20/Mt 23:1-12
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20/Mt 20:17-28
Thursday:
Jer 17:5-10/Lk 16:19-31
Friday:
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Saturday:
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Next Sunday: Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/1 Cor 1:2225/Jn 2:13-25

OUR OFFERING FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 21-22, 2015

Dynamic Catholic, Alive! - What is Sin?

Online Donations
Debt Reduction ............ $30.00
General Fund ............ $1079.00
Sunday Collection
Envelope ................. $4730.00
Loose ..................... $1399.00
Total .................... $6129.00
Candlemas .................. $30.00
Easter Flower .............. $15.00
First Offering ................ $5.00
Maintenance & Repair .... $95.00
St. Louis Review ........... $60.00
St. Vincent DePaul ...... $240.00
Votive ....................... $54.00
Debt .......................... $3.00 ..... $1,939.00(YTD)
Tuition Assistance .......... $3.00 ..... $1,039.00(YTD)
Endowment Fund ........... $0.00 ....$10,804.00(YTD)
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St. Augustine described sin as “a word, an act, or a desire
contrary to the eternal Law. “ We can distinguish sins according to their variety or gravity. The two most common
categories of sin are mortal sins and venial sins. Mortal sin
destroys charity, deprives us of sanctifying grace, and can
be forgiven in the Sacrament of Reconciliation (more on
this next week). Sin is present in all of our lives. Fortunately, God is infinite mercy. When is the last time you
undertook a thorough examination of conscience?
Archstl.org/dynamic
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rolife “Human life is good and to be protected.
All medical decisions ought to reflect this core
believe.” - usccb.org/pray
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